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and anſwered all his enquiries: but the king, being 
deſirous to converſe with the elders Hir felf, ordered 
them to be introduced. They according] y preſetited 
themſelves, with the original parchments, wherein 
tte law was written in golden letters. The King 
was much pleaſed at the ſight. He exprefſed' tis 
Fratitude to the elders for coming to him; but, mote - 
eſpecially, he thanked God who had inclined them to 
dome, and who was alſo the author of thoſe laws: 
©: They were entertained by the king, as his gueſts, for . 
twelve days, and had . i chem in the 85 


6 caſtle. 


You! may Lone, Vlogs how cheſs they could 
eat with ſtrangers ; the cuſtoms of. the Jews being 
5 peculiar to themſelves: but Ptolemy had appointed 
commiſſaries in every city, to provide for ſtrangers 
according to their own cuſtoms. The king took. 
great pleaſure in converſing with. thee e men, and 
acknowledged himſelf indebted to them for informa- 
R tion, which would be uſeful to him in the govern- 


ment of his kingdom. | Ptolemy gave each of them a 
YE 5 


1 did Ptolemy Philadelphus eſteem the Jews. 
3 Ptolemy Euergetes, his ſon, who aſcended. * 1 
<8 throne after his deceaſe, in return from his erpedi. 


p * * 


55 8 of hank — et Eo 3 8 a oY 
: lodging: fit for ſtudy, where they completed 


Yer. 
the tranſlation of the law. . This tranfla- the Word 


tion, for the fake of the round number ee 
ſeventy, i is called the Septuagint, though denen 
1 perſons were employed in the work. The king was 
highly gratified, -and gave them many coſtly tokens _ 
of his favour : be likewiſe ſent very rich preſents to 
the temple, and to the high prieſts ; beſides which, bs Y 


wrote to Eleazar, that if any of the people had an 


ſhould with pleaſure. beſtow on ſuch perſons. 2 


1 


tion againſt the king of Syria, paſſed | e 


+ through Jeruſalem, where he offered ſacri- the World - 
|  Hices to the God of Iſrael for the victories 375% . 
8 be had obtained. Pr obably the prophecies of Daniel | 


were ſhewn to him, and he might conclude from 


5 them, that all his conqueſts and ſucceſſes were owing 
to that God. who. cauſed them t to be fo Ven, fore- 
told by his prophet. | 


"About this time, Manaſſeh, who ſucceeded Kiel. 


If zar che W prieſt, died,” and that N deſcended 


* 


= inclination to ſettle in Egypt, they ſhould find en- 
| couragement; ; for he highly eſteemed the converſa- 
tion of learned men, and he poſſeſſed riches which be 
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8 upon him the reſentment of Ptolemy, 


* "Oni, the ou * rg che N He Was was 8 | 
man of a very different character from his father, and 
ſoom ſhewed, by his conduct, how unworthy he was 
| of the ſacred office he filled. By neglecting to pay . 
the uſual tribute of. twenty talents, he drew down 


/ c 


the World who ſent. Athenion, one of his cour- 


377% tiers, to demand all the arrears, which then 
| amounted to a great ſum, and to threaten the Jews, 
in caſe of refuſal, with a body of troops, who ſhould 


: expel them from their hs. and divide i it EI 
"themſelves. 3 


Tbe alarm faced by theſe dungs was very 


great: : every one being at a loſs to know what mea- 


ſures could be adopted to avert the impending ſtorm. 
| Joſeph, nephew of Onias, though young, was much 


| honoured at Jeruſalem for his wiſdom and piety. 


Being at this time at a country village, his mother 
ſent him information of the arrival of an ambaſſador 


from the king of Egypt; upon which, he immedi- 
ately went to Jeruſalem, and ſharply reproved his 


uncle, for retaining in his hands the money raiſed by 
tribute, to the imminent hazard of the deſtruction of 
his countrymen ; recommending it to him to repair 
to the king; and endeavour to accommodate the mat- 
ter with him. Onias [replied, that he had rather 


ve up the executive government, and, if it were 


writs x 


bottle, ti Finke Nan appear before ls King, 
. - Joſeph aſked him, if he would permit him, on "+. 
people's ron £0 to Ptolemy ; to which 1 een = 


acceded, 
I Joſeph chen went to the de 40 Want the 
people to a general affembly, where he addreſſed chem 
in a very pathetic manner, intreating them not to be 
uneaſy at his üncle Onias's negligence; for that he 
himſelf would go as their ambaſſador Wh the king, 
and faithfully plead their cauſe. 

The . * received his wh i with the dente 


» * 6 


thanks. Upon this, he went down Som the temple, 


and honourably entertained Athenion the ambaſſa- 


dor, and his attendants, for - many days, preſenting 
them with gifts of great value. Athenion prom omiſed 
br bim his friendſhip, and engaged to render bim all - 
; the ſervice he could; after which, he returned to 
: Fgypt. Joſeph followed in a hort time, and, in in 

5 way, met with ſome perſons of conſequence from 
| 'Corloſyria and Paleſtine, who were going to 19 
to offer terms for farming the revenues of thoſe pro- 
vinces. As the equipage of Joſeph was far from be- 
ing fo magnificent as theirs, they treated him with 
contempt. Joſeph, concealing his diſſatisfaction at 
: 885 N Oy Ge rom. them what * 
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£4 > court, without affording den any 5 ground ; 

: Ro of fuſpeQing Bis intentions. 

When they arrived at od, W were in- 5 
= formed, the king was then at Memphis. Joſeph | 
 * immediately ſet out for that place, and had the good 
* and the queen on the road, in 


; „ company with his good friend Athenion, who had 5 


impreſſed the king with ſo favourable an idea of Jo- 


PP ro ſeph, that as ſoon as he ſaw him he invited him into 
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is chariot. . _ Joſeph executed his commiſſion with 
= iner preſfible addreſs; and the king, as an extraor- 
4 1 mark of his regard, ordered him an apartment 
in bis Ow W and Hlowed him A place. at his 


The great men 90 Syria, who. had treated 1 
8 ſuch contempt on the } journey, were much ſur- 
priſed to ſee him ſeated near the king and queen. 
: When the day. came for farming: the revenues of the 
| Provinces of Cœœloſyria, Phcenicia, Judea, and Sa- 

maria, they offered no more than eight thouſand 
8 talents. Joſep h, having diſcovered by their conver- 


1 lation in the way, that the purchaſe was worth = . 
0 ble that ſum, bid ſixteen thouſand | talents, at the 


fame time reproaching them for e the 
; king 8 revenue. 1 - 
The king, was well 9 to ads bs revenue in- 
eaſe but alked Joleph what ſecurity he could 


sive 


give for the S of the agreement. Thi... 
| Jewiſh deputy calmly replied, that he had ſuch per- 
ſons to offer as he was certain his majeſty could not 

object to. Being ordered to mention them, he 
named the king and queen themſelves, adding that 
they would be ſecurities to each other. The king 
was ſo pleaſed with this little pleaſantry, that he al- 
lowed him to far 
bal af covey for. paytnent, - e i 


cf dle e es In his days the Jews 
enjoyed peace and proſperity, May you my dear 
boy, in your lower ſphere, endenvour to imitate e 
virtues of Joſeph: I ſhall then. eſteem. it a an honoug | 
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rm the revenues, with wor n ver- > 
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Should be happy, were it in a my powers. to ae 


1 


AE ſent you with as pleaſing a proſpect of the affairs: 
of the Jews in this letter as in my laſt: but the 
Fl hiſtorian, like the traveller, muſt purſue his courſe 
i with che ſame affiduity and Readineſs, when his path» 

Fi aL nt, as when it e 


© Judea es be 8 Fs freſh. ES _ 7 
i WY * tiochus the Great, who. reigned at this time in 
5 Syria. He attempted to recover Cœloſyria from 
ny-Philopater, who ſucceeded his father Euer- 
getes, and got poſſeſſion of the ſtrongeſt cities in it; 
fo that Judea became ſubject to him. But, after a 
ſhort truce, the war broke out again between him f 
and Ptolemy; and, at the battle of Raphia, Antio- 
| chun was defeated, and retreated to Antioch. Cœ- 
loſyria and Paleſtine ſubmitted with great cheer- 
' fulneſs to Prolemy. Having long been accuſtomed N 
to the yoke of the Egyptians, they were more in- 
clined to them than to Antiochus. The conquer- 
or's court was ſoon crowded with ambaſſadors from 
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1 23 1 
luding, thoſe of Judeay, to pay r 


al the cities; it 


| Homage, and ood him. mms e were al 


graciouſly received. N e 7 
n Moe tw ns: a pro els throu 
canquered provinces, and, among pal 


Ves 0 


the World cities, viſited Jeruſalem, where he was 


_ 37®7- yell received, ſaw. the temple, and offered 
Heathen: to the God of Iſrael, for pri victories. he 
had obtained over Antiochus. But, not content 
wich being dmitted into the outward court (beyond 
ch, no gentile was allowed to go), he ſignified 


5 his. Hater of ſeeing the whole, even the Holy of 
- Holies. Simon the ſe 


d, ſon. of Onias the ſecond, - 
being high prieſt at that time, ſtrongly. expoſtulated 
with him, but to no purpoſe z. he forced his way into 


the ſecond court. The people, in the utmoſt con- 
ſternation, implored the Almighty: to interpoſe, and 
and not ſuffer their holy ſanctuary to be defiled.” 

Their prayers were heard; for, as Ptolemy was pre- 
paring to enter the Holy of Holies, he was ſuddenly 
ſtapped by Him, who fays to the raging fea, Hi- 
_ . therto ſhalt thou come, but no further ; z being ſtruck 
by the Almighty with ſuch horror, that he was carried 
out half dead. But, inſtead of being humbled under the 
mighty hand of God, he was exaſperated on account 
of the diſgrace he ex 


hr and vowed vengeance. 
He accordingly 1 raiſed a cruel | 
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5 Wett ts 5 eie _ gy A few fe n or 


wag religion on this occaſion, but the greater part 
ſtood firm, refuſing to violate their conſcience, by at- 


Wen to idolatrous rites. This ſo incenſed the : 
King, that he reſolved to deſtroy the whole nation, 


beginning with thoſe who reſided in Egypt, whom 


he ordered to be brought in chains to Alexandria, to 
be ſlain by his elephants. As this was to be done 


publicly, a a vaſt concourſe of people were collected 


together, to behold the horrid exhibition, when, to 
| their great ſurpriſe, the elephants having' been made 
drunk with wine and frankincenſe, turned all their 
rage upon the ſpectators, and deſtreyed: great num- 


bers of them, while the Jews remained.in perfect 


This Ariking bee of W had fuch 5 


an effect on the mind of Ptolemy, that he imme- 


5 diately ceaſed the perſecution, and reſtored the Jews 


to TREO former privileges.” But he lived not long after 
3 this, being cut off in the prime of his days. 

"the World | He was ſucceeded by his ſon Ptolemy Epi- 
oo. phanes, who was only five years old. 
Antiochus took advantage of the king's mino- 


ty; and endeavoured to regain Judea but, be- 


ing afterwards employed in Aſia Minor, the mi- 


niſters of the young king ſent Scopas into Paleſtine, 


— | who 


| out to meet him, delivered che keys of the city 
im, and aſſiſted him in driving out the ſoldiers 
hich Scopas had left in the. eaſtle. ee 
: ee granted the ebe privileges: 8 
Onias the third, ſon of Simon the ſecond, bei 10 
high prieſt, cauſed the laws of God to be ſtritly ob» 
ſerved; and even princes, 1 een ri 
holy place with: rich „ 
5 Antiochus, in his expedition e eaſt; a 
received ſo many ſeryices from the Jews of Babylo- 
nia and Meſopotamia, and conceived ſo high an 
opinion of their faithfulneſs, that, when a ſedition 
broke out in Phrygia and Lydia, he ſent two thou- 
fand Jewiſh families to quell it, who ſucceeded, and 
kept the country in peace; for. which they were 
liberally rewarded by Antiochus. From them ſprang 
à great part of the Jews that were 1 found 89 that 
F . 
r 8 n 


tine, Antiochus aud; if poſtible, ae 


iefts in Aſia 


linor; but, in order to: ſucceed: 


in ti this deſign, it was neceſſary to adopt ſome plan to 


nt the Egyptians from taking the advantage of 


. 


Medi Cleopatra in marriage to king Pto 


. He therefore ſent to Aletainderig;to aner 


it. pans, Proms opel the: denne of 1 
during the remainder of his reign. 1 | 


In the year that Antiochus died, Cleopatras tis 


; Sen: then queen of Egypt, had a 


; [gs oe Nik of rh ee All the pro- 
vinces ſent pe 
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to deprive. him of his: newly acquired 


3 they named Ptolemy Philometer. e was great 


. erſons of diſtinction to congratulate the 
f king and an. Ccloſyria and Paleſtine were not 
.. Joſeph, of whom I gave you an ac 
count. in _—_— laſt letter, was | receiver-general of 
E: thoſe provinces... pat 0 too, old. to RON. 
MW e eee ngel 


Sat toe 1 


At toe 


| anti make uſe of their purſes, and that they 


„ 


lead; mY young man of ae and engaging 
manners. The king and queen received him graci- 


— 


ouſly, and beftowed 0 bin * ane, e of 


their favour. 
Sele Ty 


. , having ſabes A 5 his Nabe Anti oaths 
the Great, in the kingdom of Syria, Ptolemy Epi- 
phanes reſolved to make war upon him: but his 
ef miniſters, being aware that his reſources were 
very inadequate to ſuch a purpoſe, aſked him by 
hat e intended to a 8 — 
They 3 Gia: this een "that He 


mould be Tuined We to prevent Which, the 


3 N Nase Pulbd 


ere eee uy a tt of age, ſuc- 


ee 


en. FCC 
The city of 8 add at 0 time, * 


e profound tranquillity, till it was diſturbed by 
the perfidy of the governor of the temple; whoſe name 


was Simon. Onias having oppoſed him in his unjuſt 


ngs,: he, out of revenge, informed king Se- 


eee eee 
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eee eee : perceiving 
Onias w ul not give eee | 
temple, with a determination to ſeise it by forces 
Vpon this, the Ry ab Ro . 
| Pr ale on i ſtruck bp 
the divine power, and ſeized with ſuch terror as deprived 
him of the uſe of his faculties; ſo that he, ho came 


te) 


office, But how great was his aſtoniſhment, when 
Heliodorus — his —— 57 3 


nch was eee i 


root The hgh prick ein him that ce 


mw 


into the temple in defiance of the Jews,was obliged to 
de carried out in a litter apparently dead. The peo» 
ple turned their ſupplications into praiſes and n 
givings to God, who thus wonderfully appeared 
them. Some of Heliodorus's friends came and be⸗ 


ſought Onizs to intercede with God in his behalf. 


This good man beſought the Lord, and he heard 


him, 


des cit aro bees au to hie 


oy , NE Nl 
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kim, and reſtored Hel 


to Oy and went his ways decharng » to ROY one 


wonderful work of the Almighty. 
The e ings eee at not receivi 


He debe, That if he king bag: an ene 


declarii hs He a — why 


6 ftrike thoſe mortally who wens either 
Seleucus himſelf was afterwards pu- 


that he wor 
to injure it. 


niſhed for G ſacrilegious act by the very man 


whom he had ordered to perpetrate it : for Heliodorus 


nn a er arte pales e the: > yan but 


brother of fide deen, to be at Athens 


. when this event took place. Being powerfully ſup- 


be ſoon recovered the kingdom, and expelled. 


the traitor. Antiochus aſſumed the title. of Epi- 
phanes or the Illuſtrious, which was rv 
applied, as you will ſee in the ſequel. 


Antiochus was ſcarcely ſeated on the hea. 


7 Ja brother to Onias the high prieſt, treated with 
him ſecretly for the high prieſthood, offering him three 
hundred and ſixty : talents (about ninety thouſand. 
pounds ſterling)- He ſucceeded, and good Onias was 


poſe a ans} n ews, u 


if any other perſon. winde 
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3 n Jaſon ſubverted the religion | | 


of his anceſtors, and. brought great calamities on the 
Jews. He alfo.-prevailed on Acad to * Bil 
TE: Vaſes baniſhed to Antioch. wp! 


hes: Jeruſalem, where he was e ee with A 


| pomp and magnificence. Jaſon, the following year, 


| fent the king's tribute, by the hands of his brother 
Menelaus, who, following the example of Jaſon, oh- 


. tained his office by offering the king three deal 


talents more than his brother had done. He ſup- 

ported his claim by force; and Jaſon was put to 
flight. But ſhortly after, not having paid the tri- 
baute agreeable to his promiſe, he was ſummoned to 
Hie accordingly left the ma t of uffaire ug 
Jeruſalem in the hands of Lyſimachus, his brother, 


and repaired to Antioch, the metropolis of Syria, 
and che reſidenee of the king. On his arrival, he 

that city, in order to quell an inſurrection which had 
broken out in Cilicia, committing the government, 


during this interval, to Andronicus, one of his prime 


miniſters. Menelaus ſoon perceived that nothing 


would ſatisfy the court but the payment of the ſt 
_ | lated ſum, and was eonſeious that he did not 
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>, Cr 
himſelf from this difficulty, he ſent private inffiucs. 


tions to his brocher at Jeruſalem, to furniſn him wick; 
ſome of the golden veſſels of the temple, which, be- 
do pay the tribute, but even to- bribe the courtiers. 
in his favour. Being ſeverely rebuked for this: 
— Onias, who was ſtill living, he was fo- 
aſperated, that he ſhortly after prevailed upon An- 
dronicus to put him to death. Onias was univer- 
xeRed both by Jews and Gentiles. Antiochus 


zented his fate, and cauſed Andronieus to 
ba executed for the murder. In the mean time, great 


eee of FOR ur a victim 0 ao 3 


K n this tes avs broke our besen las- 


Aſter the victory, Antiochus returned to Tyre, and 


made An nei ag e os winter Wn for bis 


” ; - 7 
army. a * 
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During e cherey: eee of by 


a Gece [The king wras 
_ to W n interpoſition 
. of 
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| rbances aroſe in ' Jeruſalem, on account of che 
alienation of the facred veſſels, and Eyſimachus, the 


affected to be eee 8 dee eee. 
ing his nephew, and to regulate his affairs as his 
Din: but, when he 8 the 
he plundered, all. the 
a8 bis ſoldiers ; © ds hs ſpoil of. 2 
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ſpoon as ns of dis —— 
humanly flew forty: thouſand: of the inha-" th 
| bitants, and ſold: as many more for. ſlaves. © 


15 ( 


bn exerciſing every FREY of cruelty een ö 
thoſe whom he ſuſpected to be of the oppoſite party. 


When advice of this was brought to Antiochüs in 


Egypt, he, concluding: that the Jews had made a 
general revolt, ſet forward, without delay, to reduce 


them to obedience. He was extremely exaſperated 
to hear of the rejoieings which the inhabitants of 


Jeruſalem were ſaid to have made upon the report 
of his death. Jaſon left Jerufalem, fearing the eg᷑- 
ets of Antiochus? diſpleaſure : being univerſally 
pra nas; he-wendered ben e Places 


is. impious A —— 0 


. 
his preſence, that ſacred places whither he was con- 


ducted by the traitor Menelaus. He chen took away 
the veſſels of gold, and returned to Antioch, laden 


with the mt ta JO LE Egypt. "oy to com- 


6 — Philip, eee | 
cruelty, and appointed one Andronicus, a man of 

* en to N of Samaria: he alfa 
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d of Apollonius, with or- 
ders to deſtroy Jeruſalem. Apollonius, at his firſt 
coming, diſguiſed his intentions and the orders he 


had received, waiting for the ſabbath to put them in 


execution. On that day when the e were in 
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with that of their -idols, CN nat 


ay Jews, eee berger 


to its e heighty. "une Itter. having by 
erection of a new e openly pe their- 0 


ſoveral Jew: aha ir 
cution, or to ingratiate themſelves with the court, 
and en e e ou een of wer 
I am ae - ſenſibility of my ir Ze 
put to che proof by the relation which I am about to 
give. But our natural feelings were implanted in us 
. Fi rot our Being, for the wiſelt 
L lutary purpoſes: : it ſhould therefore be our en 
my under the influence: of of reaſon and religion, to 


and not to extinguiſh them; _——_— 
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Glogs of the Lord's power and grace, in 
* we to ſtand faſt under the moſt 


ing their lives dear, ſo that 
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; With Joy. lt ett Tree TR FF 


his We 
officer named 
Sa „ 
well ver lin all the ceremonies of 
we. Grech Molatry. As ſoon. as: he ag 

at Jeruſalem, he put a ſtop to the the Worla 


Las In ondet more 6 


Landes which were offered in the tem- 36. 


to the God of Iſrael, calling it the temple 
er Olympius, whoſe image he ſet up on 
ſacrificed to it - He alſo: ſuppreſſed the 


Ern 


nd; putting to death all who, dared. to act con- 
to the decree s of the king. Altars and idols 
re nor / ſet up in nn part of the city, and ſacred 


groves were planted : officers. alſo, were appointed, 
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z butz in my ſoul E find 
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— time, ſeven bretkren, with their 
jot] zed and brought before 3 


ſcourged in a moſt 


manner, err een ene fleſh contruy 


than ET 1 +. 
ordered brazen pans and caldrons to be heated; and 
when dhe were red hotꝭ he cauſed the tongue of him 
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expired, ſaid, 2 
tmat our ſins have drawn upon us theſe exquiſite | 
torments which we now. ſuffer: but think not 
that thou ſhalt eſcape with Hnpunity, alter * 5 
_ made war againſt God himſelt. „ 
Dhere yet remained the youngeſt, "a 8 bis 
| F years, drew ſome pity even from the relentleſs _ 
 Antiochus whe eee. nenn him by the al 8 
5 fared his if he woul but forfake the law. 1 5 his God. 9 
But this noble youtt diſdained his propoſals. with a HE 
itedfaſtneſs that did him more honour than all the 


* not e it is true; ine y „ FTA 


| preferments of Antiochus could have done. The king ; 


then adviſed his mother to inſpire the child with falu- _ 
n counſel. This ſhe: promiſed to do, and going uß 
to her ſon with a pleaſant 01 


the tyrant's crue 


ountenance, not regarding = - | 
lty, the faid + to bim in her natitrte 


language, Son, have pity. on me, who have; tenderly 8 


nurſed thee, and fed thee with milk. from my breaſts 
for three years, and brought thee up ever ſince. * Fi 

_ conjure: thee, my child, not to Mart that cruel. 
executioner, but ſhew thyſelf worthy of thy © bre= 
thren, by ſubmitting cheerfully TRY _ ith, in order 
that, by the mercy: of God, I, may receive thee 
with thy brethren in the glory which awaits us. 
8 1 done ſpeaking, when the chilag 
_ etied out, I will not obey the king's « 
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| Uatmities of me Hebrews flow, thou' 
the hand of the Almighty: flatter not per with 
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v our ede ind e e, torments and 3 


SO - The king ms now np with fry, anc in 


epiſtte tothe Hebrews, when, > inn 


of the Creator, who is all-ſceing and on 
to my brothers, a 
moſt cruel torments; they taſte etern: 
imitation" of the example they have ſet me; L 
: vive w my vody and life for the mee of N Wore 


ee ſuffered death herſelf. 
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Then, bürtüng to che king, hs hum N 
As for thee, from hem all che ca- 


vain hopes; for there is no avoiding the A ment 
. As 
ter having ſuffered” a moment the 
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6 that he is the only true 


; of immortality and = 


era life, beheld, Gidh'icretidle;retolution; i her 


ſeven ſons die thus eee in one. Oy and after= 


Thoeſe who had eſcaped into ahi deſert clo 
mere were vaſt numbers, ſuffered much for want of 
; food and other neceſſaries. The apoſtle Paul evi- 
gently alludes to theſe in the 11th chapter of his 


. | " power. 


ww 


1 
Power of faith, he fays, They 8 trials of cruet_ 
| mockings and ſcourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds 
and impriſonment. They were ſtoned, they were 
- fawn aſunder, were tempted, were flain with the 
ſword ; they wafdered Abbuf ia ſheep ſkins and 
Loat's fins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented, . 


| wandering in deſerts and in mountains, and .in. dens, 
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But let us for 2 moment che what 


: they. now are: they are ſors and daughters of the 


King of kings; their aſſociates are angels, and the 
- ſpirits" of juſt men made perfect; their habitation is 
_undefiled ; their enjoyments are intelteQual, and the 
| duration of their blifs is everlaſting. © SS 

"8 What concluſion, my dear boy, will you draw 
from all this? Om, could I hear you tay, May I be 
1 follower of them; Who, through faith. and pati- 
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ten 


ur DEAL. one, Bt 


and his. family, with numbers more,, flying to the 9 
| and there reſiſting their enemies. The tri 


ir brethren. Mattathias, findi ing his end draw near, 
5 exhorted * Ne e "PE ect, 55 1 
e Vd "fp law of FF 
- 8. : 
with a view to celebrate games in commemoration 
of the victories which he had obtained: they were 
erchibited at Daphne near Antioch. While he was 
amuſing himſelf in this manner, Judas was acting a | 
voy different ve. in een, e e — an n 3 


75 whole country in a „ 


this loſs; riſked an engage 


" Apollonius, who was gore? e under 


Antioehus, thinking be Would be able do check us 


progreſs, marched directly againſt him, but was des 
feated and ſlain by Thos who obtained a deeiſtvye vic 
tory. 'Seron; another commander, in hope of retrieving : 
ent with Judas, but met” 

with the like fate; his NO Hour Ir and” 
himſelf killed in battle. Yew fe; © ip ; D 
When Antiochus 42256 of dis double 6 


exceet ingly enraged, and i imed tely gathered . | | 


2 his troops together; which formed 4 great ariny;” 
en ollen people in their country. But, when his 

troops were to be paid, he found he hall not money 
enough in his coffers, having fooliſhly exfiauſted His 
treaſures in the games he had celebrated at DaphHE. 


ag to deſtroy the whole Jewiſh nation; and 


Other difficulties alſ6 aroſe ; adviée being received 

from the eaſt and from the north; that his demi“ 

nions there were in the utmoſt confuſion!” | ods 
Thus the Jews gained time, and Adtivelg 3s 


obliged to divide his army into two parts?” He 

gave the command of that deſigned againſt" the Jews" 
to Lyſias, ordering him totally to extirpate them 

and not to leave one Hebrew in the country abe 


intended to people it with other inhabitants, and to 
. F 5 es 


ta 


time in A to execute the Sb 6: kin 
chus. He made the more expedition on heating of 
. ras progres of: Judas, and being eee ar 
1 he inereaſed i in ſtren 0 les 


| edt eee 
1 dea, obſerving! the ſucceſs of Judas, had i ſent ex- 
|. preſſes to Ptolemy Macron, governor of Corloſyria 


and Paleſtine, preſſing as to employ effectual means 
| to ſupport the intereſt of their king. Macron con- 
veyed' theſe letters to Lyſias, who, upon receiving 
Wi them, reſolved immediately to ſend an army into 
1 Judea, of which Ptolemy. Macron was made gene- 

1 raliſimo. He appointed his intimate friend Nicanor 
|  lieutenant-general, and ſent him forward at the head - 
enty thouſand men, accompanied with Gorgias, 
1 veteran officer of conſummate experience. They 
| were ſoon followed by Macron himſelf, with the reſt 
of the forces. The whole army, conſiſting of forty 
| thouſand foot, and ſeven thouſand horſe, came and 
| ncamped at Emmaus, near Jeruſalem. - With ſuch 
| „„ force, they conſidered victory as certain, and 
= Sought hs WR . of the eee as minen 
' 5 
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thouſand talents- which he owed the Romans; the bk 4 
general publiſhed a proclamation in the neighbours. A 
ing countries, declaring that all the priſoners taken in 


that war ſhould be ſold, at the rate of ninety for 3 
talent, which, computing they ſhould take a hun- 


dred and eighty thouſand, would amount exact- BOLD 
1 to che ſum they wanted. The merchants, find- 1 


= this would be a prof able traffic, it being 


a. very low price, -flocked in crowds, and brought = 


conſiderable ſums with them. We are told that 3 
a thouſand merchants arrived i in the · Syrian camp, 
beides their domeſtics, and the perſons they ſuould 


want to nn of the ſlaves wa intended 1 | | 


purchaſe. ” e 
Judas and his We 3 perceiving FORO dang Key N 
which they were expoſed, and knowing the orders, 5 
Antiochus had given to extirpate the whole Jewilh _ 
nation, reſolved either to conquer, or die ſword in 
hand, fighting for themſelves, their law, and their 
- liberty. Judas divided his fmall army, compoſed of AY 
fix thouſand men, into four equal parts; he took the 
command of the firſt himſelf, and gave the three 
> to his brethren. But, previous to the en- 
n all aſſembled by his orders at Miz- 


peh, to prefent their united ſupplications to God, for | ö 
his protectior and aſſiſtance in their preſent e 90 
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1, ſand Foot, beſides horſe; but his ſole confidence was 


6 8 * 


I cauſed proclamation to ho made, Ci 


128 nad law, that any one who had built a houſe that 
Fear, or married a wife, or planted a vine, or whoſe 
heart failed him through fear, was at liberty to depart. 

£7 an. adopting. this method, the army of Judas was 
- reduced one half; yet this valiant man was not inti- 

midated; but, exhorting his men to truſt in Divine 
Providence, he advanced, with his few remaining 
forces, and encamped very near the enemy. After 


— 


* animated his ſoldiers by all the motives 
, preſent juaAue anten he men 


e morrow, and therefore they muſt prepare e for. 


s, 1 you 1 will be 1 to 1 
a a raſh. determination of Judas, with only three. 
men to encounter an army of forty thou 


laced in the God of armies, who, he knew, was able. 


to make one man chaſe a thouſand ; whereas the 


Syrians truſted entirely to their numbers and diſ- 


_ Cipline, being commanded by Sai e genes 
| FS: 3 


In this ſituation the two armies Ras OO ds 


had. advice in the evening, that Gorgias had been 


| n five ee loot: * one thouſand 


(5 {4 | TT. 
hork, ut N troops; and that- he was is e 
ing a by-way, condr ted by apoſtate Jews, in rder | 
to come upon him by furpriſe in the night. What 
| uſe, George, ſhould you fuppoſe Judas made of _ 7 
intelligence? He employed the very fame | 8 


was ſucceſsful in it; for, he immediately raiſed his 
camp, carrying off all the baggage, marched, a and at- 
tacked that of the enemy, and ſpread. ſuch terror 
and confuſion into every part of it, that, e 
thouſand Syrians had been cut to pieces, the 28 


= fled, and left him in poſſeſſion of their whole e camp. 


_  Gorgias being Mill at the head of this e 
drtsch ment, Judas, like a wiſe captain, kepthis troops 
together, and would not Jet them ſtraggle after plun- 
der, till they ſhould have defeated that body alſo. 
He ſucceeded without coming to an engagement 3 
for Gorgias having in vain ſought for Judas among 
the mountains, whither he ſuppoſed him to have te- 
tired, returned to his camp; when, to his great aſto- 
niſhment, he beheld it in flames, and the foldiers 
lying in all directions. It was impoſſible after wis 
bean ve a . in order; for, ſeeing their comrades 
thus diſperſed, they threw down their arms and 40 
alſo; Judas and his men purſued them vigorouſly, 
0 ä number on this oecaliont 


which the enemy intended to uſe againſt him, and 3 


EY 


L 5 3 they 3 before in the cam.” Nine thou 
fſuand Syrians were left dead in the field ; and -of : 
© _ thoſe that eſcaped, the greater part were diſabled by 
wounds, After this, Judas marched back his ſol- 
diers to plunder the camp, where they found a rich 
booty; and great numbers, who were come, as to 
2 fair, with money, to buy the captive Jews, were 
© themſelves when priſoners, ſtripped of their rogers 
and... 
0 Thus, Gans were theſe ae 8 ty vic- | 


tory caught in their own trap. It may truly be ſaid 
of them, The pit which they dug for others they 
fell into themſelves. But I think you will ſcarcely 
commiſerate the fate of thoſe, who, for the ſake of 
paltry gain, came with an intention to buy and ſell | 
their fellow creatures. May you ever, my dear boy, 
£2 entertain a Juſt abhorrence of all ſuch iniquitous prac- 

_ tices, and Rudy. to regulate the whole of your con- 
oe daes by bot. excellent rule, Do unto others as you 


3” 1 


This Lana eee which Divine Pineda 
had, wrought in behalf of the Jews, was not paſſed 
_ ever without notice. The next day, being the ſab- 
| bath, was ſolemnized in the moſt religious manner 
| by the whole army, who were cheerfully employed 

in the ſacred exereiſes of devotion, returning thanks 
ü 27113 ©” : to 


6850 


8 eee eculia favour which had been grant 
e ee by thei ;njporting Asp — 
juſt obtained, and reinforced by a great number of 
troops, whom his fucceſs brought to him, employed ] the 
advantage which this gave him to weaken he Teſt 
of his enemies. Knowing that Timotheus and Bac- 
chides, two of Antiochus? lieutenants, were raiſing 
troops to oppoſe him, he immediately marched 
againſt them, and defeated them in à ſet battle, in 
which he killed 76 of: Fe WEN or * 
men. 
- Lyſias, 8 of the ill FREE ark ane 
the arms of Antiochus in Judea, was greatly em- 
barraſſed: but, knowing that the king had a ftrong | 
-  defire to extirpate that nation, he made mighty pre- 
parations for a new expedition againſt the Jews. 
Accordingly, he raiſed an army of fixty thouſand foot 
and five thouſand horſe, all choſen troops; at the 
head of which, he marched into Judea, firmly reſolv- 
ing to lay waſte the whole ee, and ee all 
the inhabitants. e „„ 
1 mped at Bethſura, a c ne; to the 
Aouth of Jeruſalem. Judas advanced towards him at 
the head of only ten thouſand men. Being fullß 
perſuaded that the Lord would aſſiſt him, he en- 
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i numbers, was bee kucceful. He killed 5 
ee ſho and put the reſt to flight. 
Lyſias, fearing to riſk another engagement, led-back = 
his conquered troops to Antioch, intending the next 
year -to return with a more powerful army. Judas, 
being left maſter of the field by the retreat of Lyſias, 
took this opportunity to march to Jeruſalem, where he 
mecered the ſanctuary from the heathen, | 

ns POE purified it, and dedicated it again to the 
de. / ſervice of God. This ſolemn dedication 
continued a weeks, all which time was ſpent in 

igivings for the deliverance that God had, | 
ane The © Feaſt nnn . 
ee of this joyful event. N 

Notwithſtanding the Jews had thus regained the: 

Felten of their temple, they were ſtill greatly an- 


in the Tottrels « oppolite to it. To remedy this in- 

convenience as aw; as poſlible, Judas, finding he 

was not ſtrong enough to drive out the enemy, built 
e walls and ſtrong towers, Which he garri- 

- ſoned to ſecure the people from injury, and repel any 

| hoſtile attacks. He allo fortified the kuburbs of e bo 
. E he elne. of the Jews excited the envy; 
und 


noyed by the garriſon, which Apollonius had placed: a 


pn 


26k jealouſy- of the ſurrounding nations, who com- 
. bined with Antiochus to effect their deſtruction. In 


order to check the progreſs of Judas and diminiſn his 


forces, they made frequent incurſions into Judea, 
where they ſurpriſed and flew many of the Jews. 
I Judas, .to La a ſtop to theſe depredations, *marched 
. untry of the Idumeans, or Edomites, 
aun e he em encounters, in all c 
dhe was victorious. He next made wür on the Am- 
: —_ large army which they brought againſt him. 
_ The neighbouring nations, hearing of theſe things, 
nbled together againſt the Jews who inhabited the 


which 


5 — of Gilead; upon which, they wrote to Ju- * 


das, informing him of the critical ſituation they were 5 
in, and requeſting immediate nen a5 TY otheus 
was matching towards them. e eee 
While he was reading this det 2 — 
arrived from Galilee, with intelligence that the peo- 
ple there were invaded by the inhabitants of Ptole - 
mais, Tyre and Sidon. Judas, that he might defend 
each party, commanded his brother Simon, to march 
with three thouſand choſen men to the relief of Ga- 
Jilee, whilſt himſelf, with his brother Jonathan, at 
the head of eight thouſand, repaired to Gilead, leav- 
"IO" reſt of the forces with Axarias and Joſeph 5 
cha 
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Simon, on his artival in | Galilee, 3 en- 


the enemy, whom he routed and purſued 


"a as the gates of Prolemais. He flew about three 


—— be reve in the mean ai] 


all ſpeed to ſuccour their brethren in Gilead. 


. -They.cook the city: of Boſta, and burnt it with wes 
_ killing all che men that were able to bear arms. On 
the approach of night, they marched towards a caſtle, 
where the Jews were beſieged by Timotheus and his 
ny They came up to it by break of day,and ſurpriſed | 


my juſt as they were raiſing their 


y. | Judas exhorted his ſoldiers to fight vali- 
aaly for der kindred and friends, and divided his 


| a ie ſet: upon the enemy's. rear. 


- : valour they had already experienced to their 
were 0 intimidated that. ach e fled. 
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Zachary, charging them to „nir . 
eye on a e _ not to re with 8 ; 


> battalions : RY rw 


? ſoldiers, e e it . 5 
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had reſided in Gilead, with their wives, chi 


a : Su 4 
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victory depended on this paſs being ſecured. 
Judas, hearing of the ſituation of the BORY im- 


wendy marched with all his _ mou the 


mba eabfiznts 3 heel d terrified that 1. 


caſt away their arms and fled. 


After this victory, Judas wok all fn a fda ms. 


and ſubſtance, into Judea, which they entered with 


joy and: gladneſs, ſinging and praiſing God. Judas 
and his ſoldiers then offered facrifices with thankſ- 


givings f for their ſyooes.: The two captains tha had 


n. ae the ee eee Ft 
mand to Jamnia, a ſea-port town between Joppa and 
Aſhdod ; but, upon their arrival, they were attacked 

fo furiouſly by Gorgias, who was governor of that 
place, that they loſt two thouſand men: the fe- 
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7 | Timothows levied . army; tink 5 
wan 5 fs allies, and a number of Arabians*” 

| whom he had hired. With this army'he paſſed the” 7 

e his alder: to fight courageoully againſt te 
Jews, and hinder their paſſage over neee 


— 


* 
: * 
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This difaſter was occaſioned by „their * | 
the orders of Tudas, who had andly enjoined them 
on n account to act on the offenſive till his re- 
tum — ere ane ne 


Anciochs was at thing time in Perf, when news 


dr Ge out 15 een e wall ,offibl 7 
ſpeed towards Jeruſalem, Ming out ruin and, 
deſtruction to the Jews. L 
In the way, he was maiden e ws: 
brought him advice of the defeat of Lyſias, and alſo": 
_ that the Jews had retaken the temple, thrown dowu 
the altars and idols which he Wrede een * re- 
eftabliſhed their ancient worſhip. | 
Alt this news his fury increaſed: he command b * 
his charioteer to drive with the utmoſt ſpeed, ee ; 
ening to make Jeruſalem the burying place of the 
whole: Jewiſh nation, and not. to leave one inhabitant 
init. But he forgot that he was mortal; for he had 
ſcarcely uttered theſe expreſſions, when he was 
truck by the hand of God, with moſt violent pains 
in his bowels: yet this did not ſtop him in his mad 
career; for he gave orders to proceed with all 
poſſible expedition : : but, as his horſes/ were running 
petuduſly, he fell from his chariot, and was bruiſed 


7 * of his N ſo that his attendants were 
| : forced 


the ſtench waz 


 _notthink of himſelf as if he were a god. Perha 


1 


forced. 0 pat him in a litter, where he faffered in- 


expreſſible torments : his fleſh fell away piece-meal, | 
worms crawling from every part of his body; and 
is 40 great, * it became intolerable to 
the whole army. > 
Id this Wa e bi was a to et 
dee it was the hand of the God of Iſrael which had 
4{mitten him, becauſe of the calamities he had brought 
on Jeruſelem, owning that, Man who is mortal mould 


he might recollect the dying ſayings of, thoſe. be- 
roes whom he had ſo cruelly tormented, now their 
words were literally fulfilled upon him. 4 

When you read his hiſtory, George, you aff find 


that he was a compound of deceit and Hattery; and 
his diſpoſition he retained. to the laſt; for, in his ex- 
tremity, he thought to deceive the Almighty himſelf. 


with fair pretences; promiſtng to exert his utmoſt 


iberality towards his choſen people ; to enrich witk 
precious gifts, the holy temple at Jeruſalem, which 


he had! end. to furniſh from his revenues 
u for defaying the expence of the 


e band, even te un Jew himſelf, and travel to 


every part of the world, in order to publiſh the 


2 Power of the Almighty. Rut God knew che inmoſt 


of the heart of this murderer and blaſphe- 
mer, falſely called, Illuſtrious 3 and meted to him as. 
vo I e he 


us 4 5 be 5 1ad me W hs "Mrs — 
we 8 torment was, Thus Wy | n 
_ = ious life by a miſerable death. e 
As it is not my deſign in choſe let 
= the prophecies, I ſhall refer you to Bin 
WE = 5 Diſſertations ; ; where you will ice | 
r Principal perſons, whoſe Naery 4 we have touched 
Bf upon, Tuch as Alexander the Great, Antiochus | 
« i RT Great, and eſpecially Antiochus Epip 
| | 5 deularly deſcribed, with the moſt remarkable tranf 
'Y Actions of their bene th in erg e poi by 
Daniel. | 25 5 i 


The Aedbsee given of Au 1s Ep 
eee correſponds with his biſtory. See Da 
Xi. 21 to the end. We have there a ſtriking re- 
preſet xtion of the vileneſs of his character, and 
5 the deceitfulneſs of his diſpoſition, his hatred to all 
. xeligion, his cruel perſecution of the people of God, 
7 ET; and, laſtly, his miſerable death; for it is hor that 
| te hall fall, and none ſhall HO he yy nowper wo, 
Me are alſo that they wed bee ane 
God before their eyes, ſhould be ſeduced from the out- 
"ward. profeffion of their religion by his flatteries, 
3 _ while thofe that did know their God ſhould beftrong 
Z EE. and do exploits z which was partly fulfilled in the 
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0 HE idea of exterminating the "OR did not © Ge 
1 with Antiochus Epiphanes: Lyſias, his ge- 
neral, purſued. it, as ſoon as Antiochus Eupator, who 


IE was only nineteen years of age, was ſeated on the 


' throne of his father. Lyſias, hearing of the repeated 
ſuccefles of Judas againſt all who oppoſed him, was 
ſo mortified, that he determined by one bold effort to 
ſwallow up the Jews, root and branch, and fill their 
country with other people. He accordingly marched 
into Judea, with an army conſiſting of eighty thou- 
ſand foot, all 5 cavalry of the kingdom, and four- 
ſcore elephants. Judas: and the people, putting their 
truſt in N aa courageouſly out of Jeruſa- 
lem, and threw themſelves on the enemy, with a de- 
termination to conquer or die. Their ſucceſs was 
equal to their fortitude, for they killed no leſs than 
twelve thouſand fix hundred, and put the reſt, i 
flight. or 
85 naw weary of the war, made a treaty md 
Judas 


>, C1 
„ 


a 


| Judas and the Jewiſh un Ihich 1 ra- 
| fied, revoking the decree of his father, and granting” 5 
tzhem full liberty to live according t to their own laws. 1 
Blut this peace did not continue long; for the kings 
of Syria always perſiſted” i in' the time principles of 0 
1 5 policy, and continued to treat as an enemy, a na 
tion, whoſe ſole aim was to ſhake off their chains, 
5 and to ſupport t themſelves in liberty of conſeierice, : 2; 
and the free exerciſe of their religion. n 


7 *P 


Timotheus, one of the king's generals, raiſèd an army 


| of about a hundred and twenty thouſand foot, and two 


d five hundred horſe, againſt which, Judas, wit 


E: his handful of! men, marched forth, truſting in the God | . 


of armies. Nor was he diſappointed in his expecta- 8 


8 tions: for, notwithſfanding the diſparity of numbers, : 
= he actacked and defeated them ; the general with difi= _ 
8 eulty eſcaping, with the loſs of thi rty thouſand men. 


Theſe repeated defeats, and the Joſs of ſuch numbers 
of men, did not deter Antiochus from raiſit ing a freſh 5 
army, which he himſelf headed, accompanied with 1 
Luyſias, and marched into Judea: : it conſiſted of one 
hundred chouſand foot, twenty thouſand horſe, i i 
tyo elephants, and three hundred chariots of war. 

Judas, after reminding his troops that their ſtren neth- 
"4 in the almighty power of God, exhorted then 


to fight valiantly for their liberties, and gave, for 
me watchword, Vieroar 1s OF. Gen INE = 


Fn hs W 


a” 3 IP +7 "I 


HERE acted Pr OR 5 8 in be tight; flew bur 
. thouſand men, and threw the whole _— into con- 
| The Mag 3 was not Abel. eb 
Sang in che number of his troops, and placing much 
| dependence on his elephants, he ſtill flattered himſelf = 

that he ſhould obtain a deciſive victory. He there- 
| fore prepared for a general- engagement, and, ſet- 
Aung his foldiers i in battle-array, marched towards the 

: . where Judas was encamped. His e. 


A 


3 it was impolible fir them to go in 3 boy. 

7, Each elephant was attended by one thouſand foot and 
five hundred horſe. Theſe elephants had high _ 

| towers on their backs, filled with archers. The reſt 1 

| of the forces marched two different ways, by the 

(2 4 mountains, under the conduct of experienced gene- 

als. The king's command was, to charge their ene- 

mies with a ſhout, and to diſplay their golden and 

brazen ſhields to the fun, that they might dazzle the 

eyes of the Jews. Thus the mountains appeared as 

if covered with lamps of fire ; at the ſame time re- 

echoing the the ſhouts of the men, the rattling 25 ne 
ſpears, and the prancing of the horſes, 

But Judas and his army, by no means lata, 

1 advanced with firmneſs, and killed vaſt numbers of 

1 de enemy. an the brother of * particu- 


"WE of Wo F 


_ „ larly | 


„ 
OY lady: diſtinguiſhed himſelf; ſor, on 


elephant larger than the reſt, Wen Pens ee 
pings, he ſuppoſed the king was mounted thereon; 
He accordingly ruſhed forward with undaunted co 


rage, killed many of the foldiers which were around 


the elephant, and diſperſed the reſt : then, thruſting. 
his fword into the belly of the beaſt, he wounded him 


mortally ; but, the elephant falling before this valiant 
man could eſcape, he was cruſhed to death. 


At length, Judas and his men, being exha 


Kiki and overpowered by numbers, eee 7 


fortreſs of Bethſura, and from thence 40 Jeruſalem. 


Antiochus followed, and, having taken Bethfurd, 
marched to Jeruſalem, which the Jews nobly de- 
ended, till they were ſo reduced for want of provi= _ 


” fions that they alſo muſt have ſurrendered, if Provi- 


dence had not interpoſed in their behalf, by throwing 


the king's affairs into confuſion in another quarter; | 


| fo that it became his intereſt to make peace with the 


Jews; which OE een WR unn | 


tage. 
Lyſias, finding „ . ry eee FT. 


euſed Menelaus as the firſt inſtigator of it: upon 
which, the king ordered him to be caſt headlong 


into a tower: of aſhes, fifty cubits high, where he 
miſerably periſhed. Thus was this vile wretch 


length. 
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| ered at Antioch, being difappointed: at. not ob- 
_ taining the prieſthood after the death of his 


eee retires | into ken. where, he Hound 
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Pl eee refed there, Frog pivvaing =; 
toned the king and queen t to permit him to build 
d temple ſor the Jews in T ypt; alled ing that 
ie prophet Ifaiah had foretold that there ſhould 
dean altar to the Lord in Egypt. The king 
win a letter to Onias, made honourable men: 
tion of the law, and the gk 4 and 42 | — 
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 apoſtate Jews, at the head of whom was Alcimus. The 


„ 


was made bigh prieſt. Pris and bee wee all i 


of and n ſervice perf 


| . e fon of Seleueus Phil 


heir to the throne of Syria, was a been os Rania- 


_ at the time of his father's death, which gave his un- 
cle Antiochus Epiphanes an opportunity of ſuper: 
ſeding him in the enjoyment of that dignity. His 


and came into Syria, where he was well received. 


Antiochus and Lyſias were delivered up to him by 
their on troops; upon which, he cauſed them to he 


put to deach, and aſcended the throne of Syria,, tak 
ing the ſurname of Soter. He purſued the old plan 
of making war on Judea z being excited to it by the 


oe bing la nade his high, priekh, after the death. of 
Menelaus; but, having ſubmitted to the idolatries 
ide Drreltyr eee ee eee, wor 
ſhippers of God, as unfit for the ſacred. office. He 
therefore petitioned the new king to ſupport his 
title. D xetrius, upon this, ordered, Bacchides,: the 
tees: Matic; to march into Judea, 
: en Ac: 1 with enn, 


| bis own right to the crown, ſecretly. quitted Rome, 


1 4 


i 
YR 


came out to 
= Mow 


falute ie 3 ewe r 
which. were offered up to God for the king's proſ- 
perity and health. But, inſtead of being won by 
theſe de ng rev 1 wn out erg 
| age, ROY LY 7 
1 they d not Aer up Judas a ind his 8 hoſt, he would 
deſtroy the temple on his return: with theſe" mes | 

The F ſupplicated and be⸗ 
ſought” God, to defend his temple, and thoſe who 
Called on his nawe therein, from the violence and 
outrage of their enemies.” N . 
It appears that Nicanor had wes wad 1 1 rein 
12 which ſoon arrived from Syria. He 
was encamped at Bethhoron, and Judas had quitt 
the fortreſs of Jeruſalem and encamped at Ada, 
With three thouſand men. Judas, in this emer- 
gency, had recourſe to the Almighty, whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance he again implored by fervent” prayer and ſup- 
: plication, recalling to mind, for his own encourage- 
ment and that of his troops, the great things which _ 
| God had done for Iſrael of old; particularly how he 
had puniſhed the blaſphemy of the Aſſyrians, by - 
© ſending his angel, who ſmote a hundred fourſcore 
and five thouſand of them. He concluded his peti- 
tions by ſaying, Even ſo, O Lord! deſtroy thou this 
_ * hoſt before us this day, that the reſt may know that 


IT 8 4 
- 4 


naces he departed: FAM 


— 


him Mat 


0 1a 


de hath ſpoken «on erer 
eu. thou him according to his wickedneſs. 
- 'The- battle then commenced. Nicanor was one 
| of: the firſt that were flain; and his. troops, ſeeing | 
weir general fall, fled on every fide. Judas and his 
men purſued them, ſounding . an alarm with their 
trumpets; upon which, the people came out from the 
towns, and followed in the purſuit. T hus, fighting 
with their hands, and praying to God with their 
Hearts, they totally defeated the Syrian army, con- 
"fiſting of thirty-five thouſand men; all of whom 


| they flew to a man; fo that not a ſingle perſon 


eſcaped to carry the news to Antioch. Nicanor be- 
ing found among the flain, Judas ordered his head, 
and his right hand, which had been lifted up againſt 
che temple, to be eur off, and placed upon, ons of the 
towers of Jeruſalem, - p 
— hides n 
with the Romans, who were as much eſteemed for 
their juſtice as for their valour, and always appeared 


s ready to ſupport weak nations againſt the oppreſ- 


ion of tyrants. He accordingly. ſent an embaſſy 
to Nome, which was well received by the ſenate, 
ho paſſed a decree; by which the Jews were de- 
 vichwod the Friends and allics of the Romans, and, a 
Teague was made with them: they even obtained a 
wo 1 3 letter 


p 4 : 3 

— : * * 
+ | 5 : 4 

g #58 * £ . 5 Fo PEN 

3 we Crronn 1 1 . 
. * | <4 
» U o 
2 Ja 
* 


e ae u 


ſerted him, except eight hundred, who, e 3 


0 
; * 
X 14 te 
" 1 * . * 5 
* 1 : * * 


ſea and land, in caſe he did not deſiſt from moleſting 
che Jews. But, before the ambaſſadors returned, 
1 Judas was no more. For, as ſoon as De netrius was 


informed of the total defeat of his army, he imme- 
diately ſent the choiceſt of his ee amounting to 
twenty thouſand foot and two thouſand horſe, into Ju- 
dea, under the command of Bac hides. When they ar- 

aS h only three thouſand men with him, and | 
ſe. were ſeized with ſuch a panic, that they all de- 


himſelf, fought valiantly for a conſiderable 


So 
time: at length, this noble defender of  Fearof, 
his ee fell, being overpowered by 383. 


The loſs, as might be expected, was 
e throughout e with the anal heart-felt 
e wet 8 


i Non may 8 ny a * e Os * 
, had wrought ſuch» remarkable deliverances for Ju- 
ds, ſhould ar laſt ſuffer him to fall by the hands of 


dis enemies. The ways of Providence frequently 
ee to us ſtrange and myſterious; but, perhaps, 


in the preſent inſtance, if attentively conſidered, they 
are not quite ſo unaccountable as may ſeem at firſt 


ſight. Judas had certainly done wrong in attempt - 


ing to form an alliance with the Romans. Was 


n Cd not 


-< 0) 
Wann nnn ſeparated from 


: | the reſt of the nations unto the Lord? had any peo-- | 


ple ſuch wonders wrought for them? could any de- 


Judas experienced his power to ſave in the greateſt 

entrer a We may indeed ſay, Lord, what is 
This good man, who aforetime had relied 

ſo ee on God, now fails in his faith, and ſeeks 
aid from an arm of fleſh, on which if a man lean, 
he ſhall ſurely fall. When his enemies came upon 
to rely only on God, for he himſelf had ſought aid 
from another power: the conſequence was, he was 


n d feel: his weakneſs. But we need not enter- 91 


tiain any unfavourable conjectures reſpecting his 

| Rate, though, like good Jehoſhaphat, he was left to 
form connections with the ungodly. ' And it is wor- 
thy our notice, that the very fame power whoſe 
aid he ſought afterwards effected the entire ruin of 
the Jewiſh nation. Theſe things are very inſtruc- 
ing: let it be your concern, my dear George, to 
make a proper improvement of them, and the end 
UG e eee I remain 5 
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: ur DEAR ron, i 


Ir laſt leder dds our ee FRIES to o the 

1% death of Judas Maccabeus. After that me- 
lancholy-event, eee e W | 
their dane, mob. er ande dearh the friends 
of Judas, and reinſtated Alcimus in his : office of 
high prieſt, which he perverted to the worſt of pur- 
poſes till it pleaſed God to cut him off in the full 
eareer of his witkednels, | For, in the following years 
| he was firuck with the palſy; his ſpeech was taken 
away, and he died in great torment. Fhis, Joſephus 
fays, was as great a time of affliction as any the Jews 
| had experienced ſince their return from Babylon. 
But thoſe of Judas's party who ſurvived, fearing 
the total ruin of the nation, addreſſed themſelves to 
Jonathan, his brother, exhorting him to imitate the 
virtues of Judas, and to have no leſs care for his 
country than his brother, who had died in its de- 
| fence ; age him not to ſuffer his nation to pe- 
| . riſk 


, "Is 
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riſh for want of a captain, when he himſelf was fo 
well qualified to command. Jonathan anſwered, 
that he was ready not only to defend, but to die for 
them. He was immediate 79 ole e _ 
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| Bacchides, 3 this, linda to 5 him off ws p 


| treachery: but both Jonathan and his brother Simon 


ng intelligence of it, took their families and fled 


into the deſerts o Tekoah. Bacchides,. being 41 
1 of this, drew out all his forces, 
choice of the ſabbath t attack them; for he thought 
the Jews would not defend themſelves: on that day: 
but, contrary to his expectations, they fought va- 
liantly; their general. cid, them to fight fe 

their lives. They were in a perilous fituati 


ing encamped by the marſhes of Jordan, with the 
ie 2s ande eee 


tiver before e __ bow T 


3 nd ys 3 * ſlew aer 


of them; but, at laſt, he and his men were ſo oyer- 


powered, as to be obliged to leap into the river, by 


which they eſcaped, the we not 3 to 8 
fue them into the w 


Having fortified all NY ribs in Jude, Baes 13 


"en returned to Demetrius. The Jews after this 


enjoyed the bleſſing of peace for two years, when 
8 — * n that Jonathan 


715 "I. 
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Lanes Krength by the' peace, applied to wie Des 
dome ſuddenly upon J nathan and his party before 
ny were aware, and in one night deſtroy them all. 
Bacchides accordingly 'came into Judea, and wrote 
to all his friends, both Jews and others, to ſeize on 
Jotfathan ; but he, having timely notice of their in- 
tentions, eſcaped the ſnare. Being informed that 
| Bacchides was advancing againſt him in great force, 
Jonathan retired to a village in the deſert, named 
Bechbaſi, or, according to Joſephus, Bethalapa, 
which he fortified. Bacchides, being informed of 
this, advanced with his army, and beſieged it many 
days; when Jonathan found means to ſteal out of the 
city, leaving to his brother Simon the command of 
| the place. He then gathered his foldiers together, | 


- - and; in the dead of night, broke into Bacchides* 


camp, and flew a conſiderable number of his men. 
1 likewiſe gave Simon notice of his advance, who 
{allied forth upon the enemy, . burnt Geir EI 
and made a great flaughter of them. 
Being thus preſſed both before and behind, Bacchides 
was almoſt at his wit's end. He concluded at length 
| to raiſe the ge, and return home, with as little diſ- 
ho ur as he could; venting his rage on the apoſ- 
. tate Jews, o whom he attributed all theſe diſ- 
Alte fohs in, being informed of his wiſh for 
OE. ] 83 | peace, 


\ 


metrius, Vegging him to ſend Bacchides, who might. "20 


| condition, thats the priſoners on each FR ſhould * 
Fee honourable, ace 

; the World ſwore not to eee war on Che IE . h 
e Bacchides returned to the king at Antioch, 
after which he never made. war again upon Judea... 

Demetrius entirely neglecting the affairs of bis 
ngdom to purſue his pleaſures, a conſpiracy was 
_ poke againſt him. The conſpirators took a youn B 
man, whoſe name was Bala, to whom, in order to 
carry. on the plot, they gave the name of Alexander, 
and pretended. he was. the ſon of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes. This rouſed Demetrius, and each party 
armed. The Romans, who were r very power 
ful, declared i in favour of Alexan Demetrius, i in 
the mean time, wrote to N begging his a 
21 the king's s troops in 1 _Judea... Alexander 40 ene 
deavoured to gain Jonathan to his intereſt... — 
accordingly ſent him a purple robe, and a crown of 
Fold, with the offer of makin him high prieſt. De- 
metrius heard of this and outbid Alexander. Jo- 
nathan, however, not being willing to truſt him after 


we treatment the Jews. had experienced at- his 


hands, went over to the party of Alexander, accepted 
N prieſthood from hi any e 
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the pontifical veſtments, n oficiated „ 
as py _— 41 95 | 92 
Mus. 511 + bY Sees of 
Alexander Bb being ets 8 * 
ing . Rowgys: And. in on his Ka anden 


| Sons 1 | > Sort rians were 10 dicaffecled that is 
=> 3 deſerted him. Demetrius, fearing the 
event of the war, ſent his two ſons, Demetrius and: 
Antiochus, to Cnidos, a city of Caria, with a con- 
ſiderable ſum of money, confiding them to. the care 
S of a friend, that, i in caſe of accident, they: might there 
© wait a favourable opportunity to. aſſert their rights. 
The two: competitors, for the crown of Syria, | 
having aſſembled their forces, came to a deciſiye 3 
battle. Demetrius fought in. perſon with. great va» 
- lour, ti ill, at length his troops gave way, and, in the 
retreat, his horſe plunged into a bog, where Na 
who, purſued, killed him. with their arrows. 
Alexander immediately: aſcended the e 
a be found himſelf, fully eſtabliſhed in the govern- 
ment he demanded Cleopatra, the daughter of Nr 
lemy, king of Egypt, in marriage, Ptolemy 
ſented 8 and accompanied his nber 5 
5 x eee where the be ues, were cele 
brated 
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ple, ar the feaſt-oftabernacley, put n 
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= | vent o ad eit where he cas by te 
wo kings with alf poflible marks of honour. 
E: Alexander now thought of nothing but den 
RE himfel up to > Jaxary and diffipation. He therefore 
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_ niſter per sen Lasse the ſiſter of Pease 
and Antigonus, Demetrius fort (who was left in 

| Syria when his two brothers were fent to Cnidos): 

| ort, he ſpared none of the royal family that he 

. find, in order to ſecure” to his maſter” that 

$S erown which he had uſurped; but this, inffead of 


e + "PPE e 


|  anfwering his purpoſe, dumb! kan mite ts in- ; g 
1 Demeuius, the eldeſt fon of the late Kin ws, IS = =: 
den at Caidos, and beating of the people's averſion' i 
| nity to o regain che kingdom, which his father b, 
s, the friend with whom be lived, | 
procured him ſome companies of Cretans, with 
which he landed in Cilicia, where he was quickly 
Joined by numbers n tired of the ufurper; 
fo that in a fhort time, he had an amy fuſficient to 
mute himſelf maſter of the whole province. ' ee 
Alexander, being informed of theſe things, for- | 
a fol Ks ſures to head his army, amd comm 4 
= _ STETE 1 25 N 
= 


who is alſo called 3 Tryphon. U pon r 
vice that" Apollonius, the governor of 0 * 
and Phœnicia, had gone over to the intereſt of De- 
metrius, he ent to 1 his NES ION 0 5 d 
me attemptei 0 ah power of: Joi 

than, e continued firm in his attachment to 
Alexander. For this purpoſe he ſent him à chal- 
| lenge to come to a general engagement. This be- 
ing accepted by Jonathan, à battle was fought chear 

Axotus, formerly called Aſhdod, in which Apoll | 
| a defeated with the loſs mn net 


eee him to Ptolemais. The 
a conſpiracy that was fornnediby.A A IN 
Life, and demanded Alexander to give ee. iter; 5 
ebe n OY W. une? lude 


ter from bin, . give her te — — 
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Dp as declared gainſt Alexander himſelf, an 
opened their gates to Ptolemy, offering him the 
kingdom, which he declined accepting, aſſuring 
_ them that he was content with his own dominions ; 


but recommended to them Demetrius the awful | 


es . e * 5 put all. to l 
_fiverd around Antioch. Fhe two armies came to a 
battle. Alexander was defeated, and fled, with five 
| hundred horſe, to Zabdiel, an Arabian L tith 


Anſtead of protecting, betrayed him, 2 his head 
to be cut off, and ſent it to Ptolemy, who expreſſed. 
| * he expired not long after, of a wound 


Which he had received in the battle. Thus. 
| Vets or © 


the World theſe two. kings died within a few days of 


. 393% each other: the firſt» having, 8 
le nas Be rr 


10 bon ma «a . dilparthed him. 


dhe had intruſted his children. This perſon, 
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en of wa ng: it in form. Demetrius, hear- 
ing of this, ordered Jonathan's attendance at court. 
He accordingly went, with ſome of the prieſts and 
| e- ere arrying with him a great num 
der gnificent preſents, by which he not only 
purified che king, but even obtained new marks of 
favour; the whole government under his juriſdiction 
being exempted from all Gutics and WY tor 
to pay the king, as an e — 
his exceſſes and cruelties, at length rendered him- 
elf odious to his people, who became diſpoſed for a 
general revolt. Diodotus, afterwards' ſurnamed 
10n, who formerly governed Antioch in con- 
1 1 with Hierax, under Alexander Bala, con- 
ceived a deſign to get the crown for himſelf; but, 
to cover his views, he pretended to be nen | 
of Antiochus the ſon of Alexander. 1 
- During this time Jonathan was carrying on we 5 
"A" but, ſeeing he made no progreſs, he ſent to 
Demetrius, deſiring him to withdraw the garriſon 
from the citadel, which he could not expel by force. 
"0" FOE finding himſe "involved in difficulties, i 


— 


part 2 . and killed: or deſtro royed 


cia; placi 


ſepd.hia - his troopsito chaſtiſe-the inte? 
5 which Was! at this time in a ſtate” 


V flew-t \ his 
{ e burnt a _ 
abitants. The Jewsthen 


— diſperſed. abe | 


K 


dooty... D ene eng all this, Demetrius 
lic not alter his conduct, but continued hi is cruelties 
and oppreſlions. He even broke his engagements to 
Jon a, his deliverer and preſerver and, though the 
three hundred talents had been paid, for the purpoſe 
Already mentioned, yet he again demanded 


*. 7 
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_ poſt, cuſtoms and tribute, threatening, Jonathan with 


war in caſe. e In the „ Tryph 
carried Anti, 


.ntiochus. into Syria, and cauſed his pre- 
ire an the. crown to be made known. All the 
diſcontented joined him! in crowds, and proclair 


him king. They then marched againſt Demetrius, 


whom. they defeated, and obliged to. retire, to Seleu- - 
Ig Antiochus on the throne of df. ig. in 
his, Kead. ; ax for ble, ad: doidee. Abena U 

- accepted 
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1 e 0 by the new king; 
and came over to his party; upon which, great 


mon. A commiſſion was granted them to raiſe 


for Antiechus, of which they formed two bodies; 
each acted e, * ine e en 
over the enemy. 


Tryphon a GE; for! an 1 "of 


| — in execution the project he had long 
formed of deſtroying Antiochus, and poſſeſſing 
the crown of Syria. But Jonathan was an ob- 


ſtacle in his way. Knowing him to be a man of 


| honour and integrity; he durſt not even give him a 


hint of his views; but came to this diabolical deter- 


mination, at all events to get rid of him; entering 
Judea with an army, in order to take him and put 
him to death. Jonathan met him at the head of forty 
| thouſand men. Tryphon, perceiving he could do 
nothing — ſo powerful an army, endeavoured to 


amuſe Jonathan with fine words, pretending he only 


| came. eur; of Send to conſult him upon their 


common-intereſts, and to make him a nen 
emen, , 
Jonathan, being deceived by bete bar f 


Aide bis troops, except three thouſand, 77 57 
be only kept one thouſand about his perſon, and fol- 
_—_ —CO— CC 
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they had heard of the diſmal fate of their compani- 
ons, and agreed to fell their lives as dear as poſſible, 
Their enemies, coming to the knowledge of "thi * 
determination, were afraid to attack dem; and they 
All arrived ſafe at Jeruſalem. They found their 
brethren there in very great ation for n 
befallen Jonathan: notwithſtanding which, e dd | 
not loſe their courage, but immediately choſe Simon _ 
for their general, and went on with eee 
which Jonathan had begun at Jeruſalem, When 
| advice came that Tryphon was app n 
| ed againſt him with a large e E vt Hg tg 
Trpphon, not daring to come to an engagement, 
2 again bad recourſe to artifice. He ſent: to tell 81. 
mon, that he had only laid Jonathan under an arreſt, 
becauſe” he owed the king a hundred talents, and if 
he would ſend him that ſum, and Jonathan's two | 
ſons, as hoſtages for their father's fidelity, hethojle 
be let at liberty. Simon, though he ſuſpected 
ag We a. wRE the Smeg thay AE e might 
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tor, Apa inſtead of xelealing his priſoner, re- 


1 turned into Judea, at the head of a greater me 8 4 
| than before, intending to put all to fire and fword 
But he was di 
who kept ſo cloſe to him in all his marches and 
ee ie: at laſt, he was n to re- | 


pointed by the vigilance of Simon, 


tire. a 
a. — return. to winter-quarters,. Tiyphon 


5 cauſed. Jonathan to be put to death; and then, be- | 
| lieving, he had nobody to fear, gave orders to diſ- 
patch Antiochus ſecretly, giving out that he had 
| died of the ſtone; at the ſame time declaring himſelf 
king of Syria. When Simon was informed of the 
death of his brother, he ſent to fetch his bones, and. 
interred them in the ſepulchre of his forefathers a Ws 
Modin, paying all poſſible reſpect to his memory. 


Tryphon, in order to ſecure his uſurped dominion, 


: A if poſſible, to obtain the patronage and 
protection of the Romans. For this purpoſe he ſent 
them a magnificent embaſſy, with a golden ſtatue of 


Victory, of ten thouſand pieces of gold in weight. The 


Romans, whoſe policy was not inferior to their power, 
very cordially accepted the preſent ; but, inſtead of 
_ acknowledging the authority of Tryphon, they cauſed 
the name of Antiochus, whom he had murdered, to 
de inſcribed on the ſtatue, as if it had come from him. 
8 Simon met with a very | 1 
1 Ae 


in) 


üfferent reception from the ſenate, wh tt 
with che utmoſt reſpect, confirming to Simon, in 
his own perſon, the leagues which had been made with 
his predeceſſors. I ſhould have informed you that after 
the death of Jonathan, a conſiderable change took 
place in the affairs of the Jewiſh nation. But the 
limits of my paper remind me that it is time to con- 
clude. I ſhall therefore defer entering upon that ove 
. an my next. | In the mean time, I remain, | 
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6 _ Yours, Ke. 
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at Jeruſalem, Simon was choſen 3 
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the title of ſovereign as 
this double power, civil 
in his famil y. After his 
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 Geltitate the * of their country, he * 
took the expedition, thinking that, with the acceſſion 
of power, which this would give him, he ſhould be 
better able to oontend with Tryphon. But he was 
diſappointed i in his views; for, after having defeated 
the Parthians in ſeveral engagements, he was at 


length circumvented by treachery, and fell into an 


* 


neverable to drive out the garriſon: but Simon lat th 
8 up fo cloſely, that, after great numbers had perificd 


ambuſcade, which. his enemies had drawn him into, 
under pretence of treating with kim; by which! his 
Whole army Was. cut in pieces, and himſelf taken 
priſoner, 3 wy HOT 20 SENS" 

During the et of theſe centos the 
Jews enjoyed. a ſhort interval of peace and quiet, 
which Simon improved to their advantage. 15 or he 
not any fortified the cities of Judea, but beſieged and 
| took that ſtrong fort, built by Apollonius i in the 
time of Antiochus Epiphanes, Which for 1 many 
years had proved 3 2 grievous annoyance to the Jews. 
it ſtood on Mount Acra, a riſing ground directly op- 
poſite to the mountain on which the temple Was — 4 | 


| and faber higher than that mountain. "Notwii CL ny 


ing all the attempts of Judas and Jonathan, they wet 


by. famine, the reſt yielded up the tower. To p 5 
dent its falling again into the hands of the enemy, 
, imon cauſed it to be utterly demoliſhed, "ind Even 


Sits! Sidetes, his brother, 
He then wrote to Simon, complaining of Tryphon's 
uſurpation. In order to gain him to his intereſt; he 
made great conceſſions, and gave him 1 of | 
; greater when he ſhould aſcend the throne, 3 
at Which he ſhortly arrived by che con- the Worl® 


” 2 he made to the Yo} in his 3 were 


even De an a to ee with 40 5 


13 the death of Jonathan, and was far advanced 
in age, when he met with an untimely fate. In his 
progreſs through Judea, to viſit the citien and pro- 
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queſt and death of Tryphon. But the Naß. 


& ſome unreaſonable demands; which, not be- 

ing complied with, he ſent an army into Judea, un- 
. the command of Cendebeus, wao was defeated, 
and his'troops diſperſed, by Judas and Jahn, the two 
Jens: of, Gn OO IN. ptr principal 


FO" aces die; Sad a 


mote their welfare, when he came to Jericho, he 
e A Rs ng A place 
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Nhe * allo his fbn-in-law, havi a martied one of 
by Fn his- daughters) to partake of a feaſt at the 
we World caſtle. Simon unſuſpectingly accepted the 
_ invitation, and was treacherouſly - Main, 
ich his tworſons: Judas and Mattathias, by Ptolemy, 
redwith Antiochus to effect his ruin, 
| 3 Hyreanus, eſeaped to · the city, he I 
mne people received him gladly, for the love they 
bare to his father, and ſhut the gates againſt Ptole- 
mu who was obliged to retire. Hyrcanus was then 
. e e ict: ee . in d 
father s ſtead. 1 5 
RG wore the death of * —— 
ine Jute wich ſo powerful an army, that John oy 
joerg not having an adequate force to- reſiſt | ” 
Him, was obliged to: ſhut himſelf up in Jeruſalem, i 
Iere e par monty a long ſiege with inoredible var | | 
ring reduced to the laſt extre - | 
; „ he cauſed: propeſals of ; 
Peace to be made to the king; and a treaty was en- 1 
del inte wherein-it was: agreed that. the beſieged if | 
mould deliver up their arms, that the fortifications 
'of Jeruſalem ſhould be demeliſhed, and. that a cer- 
ein tribute ſhould be paid. to- the king, Antio- 0 
'chus was flain, not long aſter, in an keck. i h 
non againſt the Parthians; ugon which, Deme 5 | 
wh th own deed» ple mo, 'B 
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of of spe. e 
x ooGR "Wok" omg 4 a te | 
th ns, and the commotions. occaſioned by them, to ; 
extend his dominions. He laboured alſo to deliver | 
his mtry from the yoke of foreign powers, in 
Which he wi 15 see that neither he nor his 
x e eee were in the leaſt ſubject to the kings of 
Syria. As an able ſtateſman, he took every oppor- ö 
tunity to ſtrengthen himſelf, and to obtain for his 
people the confirmation of their liberty, by which 
he rendered the Jews formidable to their enemies. 
He rene wed the treaty of friendſhip and alliance 
which his father Simon bad made with the Romans, 
who were now rapidly advancing to the: mie af 
their power. He was alſo ſucceſsful in veils 
his. wars with the Idumeans, whom he the Worls 
conſtrained to embrace the religion of 75. 
the Jews z by which means they: ſhortly after became 5 
fo blended with bem eee to Joſe their: OO. | 
exiſtence, and ceaſe ts be a diſtin& nation. 
- Thus increaſing in der and e e 
determined to reduee Samaria. He accordingly ſent 
his two ſons; Ariſtobulus and Antigonus, to form the 
fiege of that place, which, after holding out à full 
year, atlength ſurrendered to Hyrcanus, who ordered 
it to be demoliſhed : and it was not rebuilt till the 
time of 8 Hyrcanus was now maſter of all 
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Aderabl e of ids; er ak neighbours 
ing vo ic hin ho pull tho ref of his. dans in 
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were two Sn dect of 2 Ari So 
into whie . at that time began to be divided. 
8 hey re in their opinions On ſome. 4 
articles of faith, and bore the greateſt animoſity 
W 580 other. The Sadducees admitted "ls 


UE : dofirine, and received all the ſcriptures. of the Old 


FRE | God; ue dav a ee e traditions of the 
mo aden ae ehen authority, pretemling that they wen 
delivered to Moſes on mount Sinai, a 
handed down by verbal teſtimony to all ſucceeding 
generations. Thus they corrupted the Jewiſh. os 
gion, much in the ſame manner as the Roman Catha» 
2352 r ue ee ſtrongly reſemble them) 
. hriſtian, They affected to lead an ab- 
. Ee lift ah els for c amy and cole 


\ 
" 
£4 1 


ot Moes eke of, divine autho- 
en the: "contrary," - malntained- "hes 


as the word: of 


de, 


e eee, ee nan 
Ee. Na of them, named Eleazar, who | 93 


Wale party tok care e bee til it grew to 
an irreconcileable enmity, andilaid the foundation of 
chat bitter animoſity which proved a ſource of un 5 
ſpeakable miſery to the Jews in the following rei ns. 
Hyrcanus died- not long aſter; n wm ” 


governed the Jews twenty-nine N ars the w 
: as their high prieſt and rule. 3898. 
5 obulus, his eldeſt ſon, 3 him: both in in 4 


Naser and ſacerdotal office. He was the firſt. 
fince the Babyloniſh captivity. who aſſumed the title 
of king. He was a monſter in cruelty. He even 5 
put his own mothe to death, becauſe ſhe aſpired to ; 
the — in virtue of Hyrcanus s will. He 
alſo impriſoned all his brothers, except his favourite 1 
| Antigonus,. hom. be. treated at firſt with. 


4 . cience for this murder, a and for that of” his- mon 
E ſome time, he at "wy nat in — 


moſt agony o 7 "ane horror Anger ge oP 


reigned only's one _ 


leaſed his . — from ous} 106 f a bee the exown 
to Alexander Jannzus, the eldeſt of them. During 
Bis reign, the Jews were in a very miſerable nn 
being not only involved in foreign wars, but torn 
to pieces with inteſtine commotions, which were 
chiefly occaſioned by the powerful party of the pha- 
fiſces. Alexander being determined to enforce the 
deciees of his father; who had aboliſhed their conſti- 
muntions, they were ſo incenſed againſt him, that they 
ſtirred up the people to treat him with contempt and 
_ Inſult; in conſequence of which, a civil war broke 
out, which laſted ſix years, and wald e the den 
of above fifty thouſand perfoas, {7997 195 ug 
Alexander, being at length wearied of the conteſt; 
rope an accommodation, agreeing to grant what- 
ever they requeſted ; but, ſuch | Was their enr 
20 — they nn, ö 
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3 mee an d as peace. 

* none 
conſlict was renewed wi 
Alexander, at ngth, gaine 
ſive battle; upon which, he gave vent to His reſents ? 
ment by- exerciſing! the moſt horrid cruelties. 

He died of an ague, in the forty- nintt year eff his: 
ages after reigning - twetity-ſeven” years: - 
Though he left two ſons behind Hinz he lg" 
bequeathed: the government to his wife 8 BA 
Alezandra- during her life, with full power to ap- 

point: wich of the two ſhe pleaſed to ſucceed ler-. 
Upon his death - bed, he ordered her to repair 1 

i ruſalem; and by all. means, to gain the phari _ 
| over to her intereſt, for ſuch was their power and 
inſtuenee, that on them prineipally depended the ſe= 
curity-6f her perſon; and the ſtability- of her g | 
vernmentt dhe followed the advice of her huſband,” 
5 and effectually infinuated! herſelf into the favour! of? 
the phariſces, to whom ſhe entitely* committed the 
the 'managetont" of her alldirg.” She" cauſed: her . 

1 obe diet high prieſt” | 

5 dene which time 1 
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x being thus rendered impoffble a —— 
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than her fault, as the was. 
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_ mily. was involved... By her laſt will ſhe had ap- 
pointed! Hyrcanus her. ſucceſſor; but Ariſtobulus, 
his younger brother, having the ſtrongeſt 

gained che advantage over him in a ſet battle: 
Which, Hyrcanus was obliged to ſubmit, 1 con- 
tent himſelf with a private life. This he found n no 
gteat in doing, as he ty "rs q ict. and caſe 


Nu 7 


above all things. VVV pony 1 2 JE) wy = : w 55 
But the ambition; of Anti rag ee of Ida. 
mea and father of Herod, gave birth to freſh troubles, | 
which; were not ſoon appeaſed. He uſed all his, ad- 
dreſs. and ee to ters Hyrcanus on the 
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& hw © pens 


bis 3 0 6 that” Tor ps aj reign. a afelf [watt 
greater ſecurity. e at firſt, gave b but 
3, but Ae unceaſingly ern 


ith him to 47 to 4 _ the 
. de 
8 to engage Knete e aide > Bak eſt, 
promiſed that, if he confirmed him in his 51 
dignity, he would reſtore the twelve cities which 
eee his father had taken from the Arabi- 
| - Induced by theſe offers, Aretas marched an 
Hip into Judea, and gained a complete victory over _ 
Arxiſtobulus;, which turned the ſcale in favour of 
Hyrcanus. Ariſtobulus, finding himſelf deſerted, 
Hed to Jeruſalem, whither- Aretas followed him, and 
. temple, the people baving admitted him 
into the city; but at length he was obliged to re- op 
| linquiſhhis' defign by the interference of the Romans, 
who, being largely bribed by Ariſtobulus, very —— 
chat, if he did not dre be N wah —— an 1 
enemy of Rome, © 8 
The caſe of the two ene was wen e 20 8 
Pompey the Roman general. They both appeared 
before him, and eac' pleaded his own cauſc. Pom: 
pey quickly perceived that the eonduct of Aritebu- 
lus was violent and unjuſt; ut, from political rea- 
ſons, he would not then come to any deciſion 
- upon the buſineſs, Ariſtobulus, ſuſpesking he 
"Þ | did not mean to declare in his favo „ returned 
| into Juden, armed his ſubjests, and prepared for 
Lelence. This conduct ſo incenſed e that he 
= ey 1 became 
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1 ee n dive: — ae 


2 lus began to repent, and came out to e 0 
endeavouring to bring him to an acce 


den andere his n * * —_ 


A Ld 2 
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| lition -2cainft. — As. he: inde Jules, 


and found Ariſtobulus at the caſtle of Alexandrion 


ice: of no ſmall ſtrength, built by his father 
Alexander Jannzus, at the entrance of the country. 
*ompey ſent to bid him come down, which, by the 


advice of his friends, he did, as he dreaded a war 
with the Romans. Ariftobulus, had vafic 
| views with Pompey, in which he uſed all bis addreſs to 

bring him over to his party; whilſt he was ſecretly 


inter- 


e eee ny eee 
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er x oput them all in his bands. oy 


2, he haſted to Jeruſalem, with a 


tion to prepare for war. Pompey. followed bis: 


a clot I. When he came NEAT Jeruſalem, Ariſtobu- 


mmodationy . 
with promiſes of an entire ſubmiſſion, aid; a great 
ſum of money to prevent the war. Pompey. ac» 
cepted his offers; but when they came to che city 
the people declared they would not ſtand to the en- 
gagement. Pompey immediately put Ariſtobulus in 


Would n 


in a long defence; had it not been rent 
tie divided the inhabitants; thar of Ari 0 
ending the ee W e e adh 


bulus was for 
rents of H yrcanus were determine 
gates to Pompey ; Ae u Tok lt q the ma- 
 jority, the other par "retired to” the” Wee to d = 
fend 1 %%% TT 0 TSR FL Bot 
_ » Pompey „ having entered his city, beit to bat 

ſiege We pte which held out three months. It | 
might have reſiſted much longer, and pri 
t have been taken at all, but for the\ſuper< 
ſtitious rigour with which the Jews obſerved che 
ſabbath. They were brought to believe that A 
might defend themſelves when abſolutely attacked, 
but ſtill thought that it was unlawful for them 6 
p e enemy on that day, or to 


it the works of 
- hike any for themſelves. The Romans took ad- 
vantage of this: they did not attack the" OO on 
the fabbath-days,” but filled up the ditches, —_— 
and fixed the engines without oppoſition· the World“ 
The place was carried ſword in hand, and 3941. 2 
* derrible bac eee ri in VO OY thouſand 
"This circumſtance n e on the very- day. 5 
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by. ode of tha en Happy would it 5 1 | 
been for them, had they been as faithful ta the wirit, 
as they were to the en, af the nin which 


6 with ſome of his chief 3 E te = x 
mpie, and, not content with ſurveying the: 


fanctuary, penetrated even into the Holy of Holies; 
r 2 grievous: affliction to the Jews, and 
1 d very much to er.creaſe their enmity to the 
L It is worthy of remark, that Pompey had. 

| izes, but 
after this, he met with nothing but diſappointment 
and defeat, till his ambitious purſuits were ter- 


previouſly. been ſucceſsful in all his enter 


by an. ignominious. exit. Pompey. left 


. realures of che temple untouched, as they 
belong incipally to private families who had 
placed ee there for ſecurity. | He demoliſhed the 

wal of Jeruſalem, re-eſtabliſhed Hyrcanus in the 
high prieſthood and civil power, and ſent Ariſtobu- 


_ lus, with his two ſons, Alexander and Antigonus, 
priſoners to Rome. He impoſed a tribute on Hyr- 
annus, and left the adminiſtration of affairs to Anti- 
pater, who was at the court of nnn and one 


ee ee ee . 
5 — EOS ma cauſed the goverment of | 
4 it i h and 
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* as Gia to Herod his ſecond fon." Ale 2 
aan made his eſcape upon his way to eng 


urning to Judea, excited freſh troubles. 


Res egen Aer fle d 00 e 
of thoſe fatal contentions, which iſſued in the 


ſubverſion of the republic. Julius Cæſar, Pom- 
pey and Craſſus, three Roman generals, having by 


their ſplendid victories, and the wealth they had ob- 
tained from the ſpoils of the conquered nations, ac- 


n quired a conſiderable degree of influence in the 


ſtate, wands ſought to gratify their paſſion” for fu | 
preme dominion; baſely ſacrificing the liberties of 
their c country at the ſhrine of their perſonal north 
But their power and authority being nearly equal, ſo 
chat not any one of them was ſtrong enough to ſup- 
bort his individual claim, in oppoſition to the other 
two, they agreed to ſhare the government among 
them, and thus formed, what is uſually denominated; 
the firſt triumvirate. But this en nn 
ſelf-intereſt, was of no long duration. SITY 
- Craſſus, on his march againſt the Wande und 
whom his country was then at war, ſtopped at Je- 


ruſalem, and, being a man of inſatiable ie, 
8 mec not to ſize the ſacred treaſures of the tei 


to touch. The 
wealth he ee. by t en Denon outrage was 
omputed at no leſs than two mil- 
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ae erto nr fr 5 Was thi 
nd 1 1 75 the Parthians, who 

his head, ured melte gold down his th 
13 Ir his greedy thirſt of money. 
the e eee be ths FRAIAS of pe ow 


out into derte viene, in c 
| ad: with the utmoſt peck into all: 0 
countries ſubject to Rome. Julius Cæſar, in 's 
r to firengthen his intereſt, releaſed Ariſtobulus, 
Judea, out of priſon, and ow him anc 
e pee tion - Bas 
Pompey found means to poiſon him; 
* rn the . of Cæſar were fruſ 
ander the ſon of Ariſtobulus met with no better ſate 
for, being convited of nn ah in expecta- 


Fm "teſt FERN \ Pompey x 8 ee at 
| lengeh hrought to a final iſſue: 4 W e rde c 


hip 


pey 


ber was! turally'+tefratel and "0b" to" By Tels 
Egypt, where he was treacherouſſy murdered. But 
Julius Cæſar did not long 
| ambition: ae after having been 


| houſe, Mark. 4 


. che fon of Areale up 


„ 


enjoy the' fruits er his 


ie by the ſenate and 1 projet and - 
reigning a few rat apparently without a rival, he 
was aſſaſſinated by Brutus and Caſſius in the! ſenate- 
nthony, Lepidus and Octaviu 
Pan —_— to er or, his eath; a 


5 * ated the imperial throne, taking the nate 
of e ee n 'In _ en gd — 


* - 
* , 2 : x: 


win ae 
n the throne, and ſent 

poſe, Hyrcanus, and Phaſael, 
Herod's brother, having received propoſals for an 
323 had the imprudence to go to tho 
en) ſeized) them _ ers them in irons, 
were about to enter it to ſeize him alſo. They | 


| plundered the city and country, and placed Antigo- a 


nus on the throne. Phaſael deftroyed himſelf to 
avoid falling into the hands of the executioner. Hyr- 
anus had his Ife ſpared, but en up to the 


3 
. * 5 © >$:\ . 
* A * 


n aſa in © Egypt; wink: le 
Anthony was then in che height of 
an power, N one of the: t iumvinte. "The took 


Fer the a aim of Herod was . 
bulus (grandſon of Hyrcanus) whoſe 
he had lately married, aſpiring 
ET e hope of. nn under him: an Anthony 
to the uſual 
in e eh Yoos — 1 il 
to violate the rights of WE 

ond had acknowledged them for protector 
e their Sen 6 o rangers. £ "Herod » "W 


as, not ſo wh for hid: to „ eſtabliſh- himſelf in th 
to obtain the. title from the Roma 


In the n mean time e n i 
ige with Mariamne, which had been contracted 
| eee from 


| tue; and poſteſld evely" ornate" accompli 
„ an eminent degree The attachn ent | 
£2 Si nz made Herod ima ine, 


1 FE 3 'orlt s 
re- ou 


25 ver of X 
in _ the World | 


5 neither ns nor- age were ſpared. 39. 
Aptigoras was taken pang ng part, ener, 
the nl emu a. emained, a 

of money 40 procure: his eath. ; 5 
reign. of the Aſmoneans, after a duration of one jun- 
dred and twenty - nine years from 9 
the. government of Judas Maccabeus. 
This ſingular event, George, A your no- 

tice. This was the firſt time that the ſovereign au- 

: thority over the Jews was given to a ſtranger, an 


Idumean, and was certainly an indication that . 


[> eptre was departing from Judah. Nor is there any 


reaſon to doubt but that the truly pious of that age 
beheld in this event the near approach of Him to 
whom the gathering n. ſhould: be. 86e 
Gen. xlix. 10. 
© Revere, George, the faichful i 
down, from generation to generation, the dealings . 
God ; in his at with the various n 
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* URING. « che: reign of Herod a0. 

Lf Jews were involved in many troubles; for ke 
was jealous, ambitious, cruel, and tyratinical; There 
remained of the Aſmonean family, Hyreanus, 'Alex- 
andra, Ariſtobulus, and Mariamne. Herod ſent an 


ww. 


{beloved aid reverenced by the uy in "Or 
to return to Jeruſalem. | . 5 ; Ir SPEER 


- great affection Hyr dam 
| e made him reſiſt the preſſing ſolicitations of the 
people for his continuance among them, and forced 


him from them to return to Judea. Herod received 
him cordially, and in all public aſſemblies placed 


himſelf below Hyrcanus, calling him brother: but, 
a few years after, he put him to death for ſuppoſed 


treaſon, of which moſt think him entirely innocent; 


for, even in his youth, he appeared little to regard 
who took the toils of government ſo that he did but 
eee *, it was not to be thoughr 
"Dans IV. 9 N L. | that, 


invitation to Hyrcanus, who was then at Babylon, 


; * 


felt for his END 


ws 


_ 


Alriſtobulus continued in the office. of bigh p Irie 


0 us). 


that, Le: was upwards of eighty, he ould at- 
tempt to ne Herod, who was eſtabliſhed: in 
the kingdom. Herod had made one of the loweſt of 


We people bigh prieſt, in order to cut off the Aſ- 
monean family, to whom it belonged. pee 


the mother of Ariſtobulus, applied to Anthony, to 
whom ſhe knew Herod would not deny any e 


in behalf of her ſon, a youth of engaging perſon and 


ners, . only ſixteen peat of n She obtained 
miable dae ne eee EY 505 


abe erk e ö — 


enance N 
of. his. Tace, and, openly. r to remembrance 
the noble actions of his anceſtors, could not forbear 
to fill the temple and the city with his praiſes. 
was enough to rouſe the jealouſy of 
accordingly. determined to delay no > longer the execu- 
tion of the plot he had formed againſt his life; but, 
to conceal his deſigns, he invited Ariſtobulus into 
the country ; where he treated him with the greateſt : 
familiarity, and one day perſuaded him to fim ir in 
e ee Herod had ſome of his © ? 
a amis pins 


. 7 111 * e 
beg cy Ae de wb; ere to . —— 
him under water till he was quite de 8 9 


5 8% 5 
What muſt Mariamne's feelings by to RO na — 
FE" brother by the hands of her huſbandÞ#4 for 
though it was fo artfully contrived, get the horrid” © © | 
deed was well known. Herod endeavhured to pers 5 
e the people that he was ignorant ofwhat hadbap=- 
pened. He therefore put on the appearance of great 
ſorrow, and made a magnificent funeral. Alexandra 
was almoſt diſtracted with the thought of the re 
der of her ſon, but, from motives of prudence, conn 
cealed her grief and knowledge of the fact, thought 
ſhe ande every opportunity to be revenged. Fon 
chis purpoſe, ſhe applied to Cleopatra queen of 
= Eure who excited Anthony to. inveſtigate the 
whole affair, in order that juſtice might be executed, 
5 and dun puniſhment inflicted for ſo atrocious an aſe 
fence. Anthony accordingly ſent for enn to an- 
ſwer to the accuſation brought a inſt him. 
| _. Herod, being oblig. he e K 
mitted the care of his kingdom and family, during 
his abſence, to his uncle Joſeph, with orders, that if 
Anthony ſhould take away his life, he ſhould imm 
mediately kill Mariamne, becauſe he fo. paſſionately 


| loved her, that he could not bear the thought that 
another ſhould ever enjoy her xr affections. Joſeph i im 
» 


= 5 Mariamne. We er not e ww Aa A 


wicke 1 diſpoſition, e even in 

1 robes + > of T wiſhed her to periſh. 
Herod, having found means to ſatisfy hed, , 
ned to his own country. He immediately flew 
embrace h wife, expreſſing, in extravagant 
Qi 81 affection to her; all which ſhe received 
vn coolly, reciting to him, as a proof of his 
inſincerity, what Joſeph had told her. Upon this, he 
4 into a violent paſſion, ordered Joſeph to be 
executed, and Alexandra, whom he eue, ect 
the cauſe of all t 
——— — 


her ſenöbinty, ſhould have an abhorrence of ſuch a 
monſter of cruelty. Being of an open temper, ſhe 


_ could not diſguiſe her ſentiments, even from him; 


but his love for her, made him take from her, what 
he would not from any one beſide. Vet it happened 


one day, that being much enraged, he flew into 


a paſſion, and was very near ſtriking her. His 
on relations, taking this opportunity te bring falſe 
accuſations againſt her, ſhe was tried for her life. 
Her judges,” who paid more regard to the inclina- 
tions of eee ne” to as e EE pro- 
e 33 nounced 


we 
* * 
9 


= 
* 


nome her n of 50 crimes laid to ber charger 
upon which ſhe was publicly executed. 1 5 
The death of Mariamne almoſt „ 
A a diftraRtion of mind, and quite diiabled him from at- 
time there hooks . out a . peſtilence, how which; vaſt 
numbers were carried off: This increaſed the king's 
diſtreſs, as the people ſaid, it was a judgment from 
God for Mariamne's death. The diſtreſs of his 
mind brought on diſeaſe ee ts alleviate which, 
3 he repaired to Samaria, where he conſulted his phy- 
ſicians, but . ee n the nn he 
at. "= * 


8 binge at dealt. bare. be ould | 


: and, = informed. of her endeavours to corrupt 
eee her to be put to death... | 
Some time after this, Here mangled, dee r- 
do the dignity. of high prieſt. | His t two ſons, 4 A: 
dan, and Alexander, whom he n the firſt 
; amne, he ſent to Rome for educat 
gave himſel up to all kinds of lic lic 


(wm) 
mes andcuſtonis quite contrary” 


7" 0 ; the principles of the Jew, which much irritated 
them againſt him. They looked upon him as their king 


don eng him an enemy to the whole 


. * — N 
8 | 
and 
o 


Jewiſh nation. Ten of the Jews bound themſelves 
with an oath to kill the king, if it were poſſible. For 
this — they repaired to the theatre, with ſhort 
ſwords under their garments ; but Herod, having 
obtained information of the plot, went to his palace 
and fent for theſe ten men by name. When! they 
came before the king, they drew out their ſwords, 
clared” that their conſpiracy was honeſt and: 
body, in behalf of the public diſcipline, which no 
| good man would ſuffer to be violated, though it coſt 
bim his _ DROP nen mu 

- a: 

After this, Herod erercikd many eunbespunsg 
whole fills to death for the faults of ſome indi- 
viduals. Finding the people diſcontented, he began 
duilding forts and caſtles to keep them in awe. 
| In the thirteenth year of his reign, Judea was 
aftlicted with a famine and -peſtilence. The. great 
care and attention which the- king paid to- the people 
at this time- of diftreſs made them almoſt forget his: 
former crueities. He melted down all his plate to 
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I parties, it had. been materially injur 
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ed. x ſearcity: of that "valuable artiele. 
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e ee time, through the rage of con- = 


defaced. To convince the people of his- ability to 
accompliſh. what he had fo generouſly under taken; 
he engaged not to take down any part of the old: 
ſtructure, till he had collected all the materials requi- 
fite for building the new one; which he did, with 


prodigious coſt and labour, in the fpace of two 


years; employing, for this purpofe,. ten thoufand 


artificers and labourers, a thouſand waggons for car- 


riage, and a thouſand prieſts for directionm- Alt 
things being thus prepared, the temple, properly fo 
called, containing the fanctuary and the moſt Holy _ | 
place, was finiſhed in a year and a half; fo that the | 


public ſervice faffered very little Interruption : the 


remaining parts of the building were completed in 
eight years more, when it was ſolemnly dedicated to 
God, with a vaſt number of factifices and univerfal 


rejoicing. Though the grand deſign was executed; > 


*&brding to the plan propoſed within the above pe- 3 


port 1 for their cloting 3 8 
the failure of the flocks for want of paſturage,  havs- „ 
ing occaſii 
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dis life; upon which they were both OW; thou 
. 5 the ow. were never . , 


8 


0 the eee e, eee miniſtry. Hence 
it is faid, John ii. 20, Forty and fix y. S was this tem 
ple in building. But, though thus reared anew from 
the foundation, the whole being done under the idea 
of repairs, it was ſtill conſidered as the ſame, and 
eee to be called the ſecond. temple. _ 

After this, new diſſenſions broke out in Herod's 


* Antipater, his elder ſon by Doris, a wife | 
which Herod bad before Mariamne, grew jealous, | 


and raiſed continual accuſations . againſt Alexander 


and Ariſtobulus, who were juſt returned from Rome, 


baving completed their education. - The court -now 
| became ſcene of intrigue, one Plotting againſt ano- 
5 ther, that no one could tell who was his friend or 
_ foe. In ſhort, nothing was to be heard of but 
5 atreſts, impriſorments, and tortures; in conſequence 


. 5 of which, many innocent perſons fell, and friends as 


well as enemies were e put to death upon the ſlighteſt 
fuſpieion. At length Antipater -ſucceeded- in his 
_ deſigns, effectually perſuading his father that Alex- 
ander and Ariſtobulus had conſpired to take away 
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we are now, George, in the cle dow n. Ef 

| wok arrived at the period when our bleſſed vr - 
Lord made his appearance in the world; the World. 
the Roman empire, under Auguſtus, being. 0 
in the height of its glory, and that of the Jewiſh. 
Rate and true religion almoſt at the loweſt ebb. 
The birth of this glorious babe was noticed only: 
by a few pious perſons, who 1 for — 9 5 
80 the Meffiah. _ 
| Herod at this time was twat with a ner 
conſpiracy, which was formed and carried on by his 
neareſt relations; as his brother Pheroras, his wife the 
high prieſt's daughter, and his ſon Antipater.. The: 
ores Nous were een before they had time 
to accom Several perſons were 
e others A his wife divorced, her, 
father depoſed from the office of high. prieſt, and his 
ſon impriſoned 1 in. order to receiye ann from 
| . SOOT | \ 
Dheſe a were Ene over, when this' Jea= 
tus: prince received a freſh alarm from the ar- 
rival of the eaſtern magi, who made public en- 
quiries where He was to be found who was born king 
of. the Jews, for they had ſeen his ſtar in the eaſt, 
and were come to worſhip him. Herad immediately 
ordered ſearch to be made in the ſacred. records, b7 
- and it pens that. the Meftiah. was to be born. | 


in 


= '# us. 9 
min Beth en 3 whither, be ſent the 5 riſe an- charg- 
bens ing them, when they had found. the young, child, to. 


5 return te Rim, that he might come and vorſhi 


alſo. This be did in; ſubtlety, intending -t0 llay 


F infant; but the wiſe men were warned of God, 
= . to return o Hanel bus to 80 n anale 


„„ Henk Gend. they hh vec x 


„„ o-exorae the. Gabolical qc had can | 


Ceceivech which was-nothingleſs than to murder all the 
mals infants of the town, that were under two years 
. of ages 3 in order that the child Jeſus might periſh- in 
bl I But, my dear George, how 


= vane e eee the purpoſes 


of God“ Joſeph and Mary, under divine direction, 


dn eee and went into rere, ed 


- 301 > after, A prawn inflicted. FAR * 


| = | - piſhment upon this monſter of cruelty, ſmiting him J 
With a .diltemper, the moſt loathſome and tor ment- 


ing chat can be imagined. At the ſame time, his 


5 ſubjects, whoſe hearts had been alienated. by-the atro- 


ciouſneſs of his conduct, embraced the opportuni ty 


of. diſcovering their indignation. Some. perſons 'ia | 
the city, having heard a report. of his death which 


| proved p eee Eee down the large golden 
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. Aich e's Seat ely 1 8 
- of the temple. This being done in a tumültuuus 

manner, the ſoldiers were called out, and many 
ſpectators were ſlain; others were apprehended and 
ſuffered death, by the command of Herod, in the 
moſt cruel manner, being burnt alive. His diſeaſe 
erea ing, Herod ſent for phyſicians from all places, 

16 ordered him to the hot baths of Callirhoe, on the 


| other ſide Jordan, where every effort was ufed to | > 


reſtore him, but all in vain: from thence he removed 

d Jericho, about twelve miles from Jeruſalem ; and, 

| finding he could not long ſurvive his exeruciating _ 
' pains, he ſeems to have reſolved that the laſt ſcene of 

| his lite _ at TOE 0 in een = has had : 


_ bility and gentry of every city, town and village in 
Judea. When they arrived, he commanded: his 


To N his gate) he cl tht nos 1 1 


| foldiers to ſhut them up in the Circus. Then, ſend- l 


ing for his ſiſter Salome and her huſband Alexas, 
with a few choſen friends, he faid, with tears in 
his eyes, that if they would afford him any con- 
| folation in the bitter anguiſh he endured, they muſt _ 
promiſe to perform his laſt requeſt ; which they did. 
He chen told them, he knew the hatred in which he 
was held by the Jews, and that they would rejoice at 


(. 120 * 


| this 8 bat he intended that the: mournings 
And lamentations at his death ſhould be as great and 
magnificent as ever any prince had. He then gave 
orders, that immediately after his diſſolution, the 
foldiers ſhould enter the Circus, put all the per- 
ſons incloſed to the ſword, and then publiſh his 
death, which would cauſe his exit to be doubly tri - 
umphant; firſt, for the execution of his commands, 
and, ſecondly, ion the quality and e of his 
mourners. 1 5 
Would you believe, Oran thas: this On 
8 3 man's temper was ſuch, that the proſpect of 
| ethers” miſery for a while ſuſpended his own: in a 
mort time, however, his torments returning with 
double force, he endeavoured to ſtab ne * 
was prevented by Achiabus, his grandchild. | 
Upon belief of his death, Antipater his * * | 
bad been condemned for a conſpiracy againſt, him, 
attempted an eſcape, but he was not only prevented, 
but beheaded by his father's orders; who, five days 
aſter, died himſelf, in the ſeventieth year of his age, 
and the thirty-ſeventh of his reign; dividing his 
. dominions by his laſt will, between, his three, * 
Archelaus, Antipas, and Philip. | 
I doubt not but you will 3 Si 
6 whether his brother and ſiſter executed his cruel 
a 8 No; ; _ choſe rather to violate the pro- 
4 „ 
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| poſſe fed of 00 much humanity to ſlaughter fo many —— M 


ent perſons : they accordingly releaſed 75 
them all before re, publiſhed the king's death. 2 
Though Herod conformed to the Jewiſh religion, 


5 and put himſelf to ſo much expence and pains in re- 


conſtructing and beautifying the temple, with all the 


courts and out · buildings; yet, at the ſame time, 


he introduced many of the pagan cuſtoms and games 


uſed at Rome, which muſt have a tendency to cor= _ 
rupt the people. He likewiſe changed the high HED 
_ prieſt as often as he thought fir, put to death their 
er king, and extirpated the whole: race of the 1 

bees including ſome of his moſt inti- TH 
; mute Kaen and neareſt relatives. He likewiſe. "| 


deſtroyed the members of the great ſanhedrim, or 
council of the elders, and ſubſtituted others in their 


places: ſo that, ſetting aſide ſome appearances of ge- 


neroſity and e Tee never was a more com- 


: 1 ee 


; ſack wicked characters? N are ſer 1 up in * 0 
a ſo many ea 
vices; for their ways lead to miſery here, and to end- 


ons, that youth may ſhun their 


lefs ruin hereafter. May you be warned, by their 


example, to decline — gs road that leads to de- 
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_Y Merle +; a FEY coral of _ 
the emperor, the Jewiſh government, at 


4 a bine, underwent another change. Paleſtt 
or the Holy Land, which had for many years for 


ed one government, was now divided into three; 
though for a time Archelaus was looked upon as 
king. He made a magnificent funeral for his father, 


which was ſcarcely over, when the city tumultu- 
ouſly: required, that the young men who had loſt 
their lives for pulling down the golden eagle ſhould 
be honoured by a public mourning, and their ac- 
cuſers condemned. The ſedition increaſing, Arche 
laus ſent a thouſand ſoldiers to quell it: theſe 
being repulſed: with loſs, he ſent his whole body of 
foot, with a party of horſe, who put three thouſand: 
of the ſeditious to the os and; n . reſt to 
the neighbouring mountains. 


+ 4 019710 1 


Archelaus then ade to Sa to grabs his 
ſettlement in the gwernment by Auguſtus. In his 
abſence the Jews fell into freſh troubles, occaſioned 


# 


M 2 6, by 


5 i | 41 ü ; 
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| to: Varus, governor of 8 


tered Jeruſalem, fined on ee palace, and,. by | 
is avarice, oppreſſed the people. On the feaſt of 
Pentecoſt, when the people were aſſembled from all 
parts of the land, they were reſolved to be revenged 
on Sabinus. To effect which; they got poſſeſſion 
of the porticoes and cloyſters of the temple; but the 
Roman/legion vigorouſly attacked them; ſet fire to 


the buildings, burnt down part of the cloyſters, and 
pillaged the temple of four hundred talents. of ſacred 


money. The Jews rallying again, with part of He- 
 ro@s:foldiers, beſieged Sabinus in his palace, who ſent 
, to come to his relief. 

At time, the Jews wha had taken too 
kale notice of che birth nn were 


kings of the Jews. Simon, one of ane 


remarkable- for his ſhape and ſtature, was followed by 


85 * the country about 
Dnges, an obſcure ſhepherd, but of 
— a Wen was another that aſ- 
ee eee — and-waſted all — about 


1 in Acts v. 26,9nids wh Judea. 
But theſe, and many more concerned in ſimilar tu- 


mults, were quickly diſperſed by ſome of Herod's 


by 


ſeditions. - 
5 — + det 8 half his 8 
dominions ; ; the other half being divided into two 
Tetrarchies; one of which was DM to 1 a6 
ane the other to Philip. {SY 00. t 
About this time, Joſeph ebay with 1455 ths 
: dion the young child Jeſus, into udea; hut, 
hearing that Archelaus reigned in the room of his 
- father Herod, he was afraid to go thither; he there- 
fore turned aſide . e and dwelt at Naza- 
"ud 113-74} Boot "FS. 
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- The ook ables Fa Ca phate; governed Pa- 


 teſtine without any open ſedition or | diſturbance ; $. 
each endeavouring to improve his own dominions by 
encouraging works of public utility. But Arche- 
laus, being of a cruel and tyrannical diſpoſition, ren- 
dered himſelf odious to the people; and, in the tenth 
year of his reign, they made a public complaint of 
him to the emperor. Auguſtus, who, being a gener- 


to bring him to Rome, to anſwer the accuſations 


crimes and vindication, the emperor deprived Arche- 
as ef his dominions, -confiſcated-/his goods, and. 

dani ed him to Viennè in France. : 
dominions of Archelaus were now W 88 
a SOON into 


governor 857 the. emperor” s appointment, called a 
Procurator, but, in ſome; caſes; ſubject to the gover- _ 
nor of Syria. The power of life and 
nnen out of the hands of the Jews, and placed * 
Roman governor; by which it evidently 
der the ſceptre. was from Judah. 
e paid more directly to the 
were called u Publicans oy on account of the office 


_ averſion by the Jews, among whom, it ſeems, che 
ry name of publican was conſidered as a term of 
reproach, Thus there were two. als | 
leſtine between our Saviour's birth; 
firſt, the divifion of the Whole 


SS 
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mb es perſon too much like his maker TH EE 


- eee eee temper... He * 5d . 


Year W EH 


| ed his army at Jeruſalem, and in the our Land 
right Karin Ger, s ſtandards, in contemfvt 


of the Jewiſh: law, which forbids images 3 for Which 
reaſon, the former governors made their: entries | 
without the ſtandards. When the people came to the 
3 it they went to Pilate, who:was then 
< eee ing: bim to remove the. images 

| out of their city 3 bu, he not attending to their re- 
y continued their eee on mung - 


days. At length he PD 


they were preſenting their ce e Alben : 
he gave a ſignal to ſome troops he had previouſly 
” ae out and 'fur- 

moped them. Pilate then threatened the Jews 


Placed in ambufſi, who inſtantly cam 


with inſtant death if they did not give up their 
ſuit, and immediately repair to their houſes. But 
they, inſtead of being terrified into ſubmiſſion at 


the ſight of the ſoldiers, proſtrated wn on 


earth, preſenting their naked throats, and 6 
r would rather die than ſee theirlaves \ickiged. 


- 


condu its into the 7 N hough this Was une 
doubtedly of advantage to- the people, they were by 
no means ſatisfied with this alienation of the ſacred 


PE treafures, looking upon it as a very great ſacrilege. 
Pilate, when he came into the city, having had pre- 


vious intimation of the diſcontent of the people, 
eauſed his ſoldiers to be ſecretly armed, to mingle 
among them in private apparel and to fall on them 
with large clubs upon a ſignal given. This horrid 


deed: was perpetrated in the preſence of Pilate, whilſt 
| he fat upon his tribunal = many died of the blows, | 
-and others were trodden to death in the confuſion. | 


Thus ſeverely d did | Pilate N his * 
over the Jews. 


Noching 00 ld: | during: this! ODE] 


in the Tetrarchy of Philip, or in that of his 
brother Herod, Who appear to have ruled Win 


more moderation than many of their predeceſſors. Of 
the private character of the latter we can, however, 
form no favourable idea; for, having divorced his 


own wife, the daughter of Aretas king of Arabia 


Petræa, he married his brother Philip's wife. Being 


Baptiſt, he cauſed him to. deer ia Fi unt after- 


wards beheaded, as you may read in the goſpels. 
At the third paſſover after our Saviour's bapti 


„Wing 10 the nag probable ae, Pls cr 


„ ca- 


C2 


for this and other enormities by John the 
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aus, mentioned i in the 1 3th chapter of Luke. When 


e to Jeruſalem to ſaer 


de; che wernor 


ſent oldiers into the temple, who put — 


to the ſword in the time of their offerings; thus 
ling 5 their” l en * of their kacrifices. 


* 


1 fill up the meaſure bon their 2 les, 


ed. 0 on aha rt wr 

the bleſſed Jefiis'burſd-afiv-dands of death, and roſe 

champion from the tomb, He continued ori earth 

„after which, in the preſence of his diſ- 

alba het free to heaven, where he ever wen 

to intercede for all that believe in his name. 

The wonderful reſurrection and aſeenſion 0 our 
bleſſed Saviour becoming the common diſeourſe of: 

zed to acquaint his maſtet 

Tiber exti ordinary event, eee 

desen he had teard of many mirc Pe 5 


* 


- Tiberius, receiving ſo nin an cores 


8 5 K 130 F, 1 
n he had been deady me NG many 
meved to be a God. 7 


ide matter to the ſenate, with the view of ſecuring 
their aſſent to- the enrolment of Chriſt among their 


| deities; but they rejected the propoſal, conceiving 
- conſulted upon the buſineſs, previous to its appear- 
_ deine dam in that public form: the emperor, 


ever, perſiſted in his judgmen „anch; threatened 
i FOO of the chriſtians winh- death. Thus 
n n 
An 


tion, Georg end ieee eee. conſin ne 

dot bsy by Euſebius and Oraſius, but alſo by Ter 
_ tullian and Juſtin martyr in their apologies; the latter 
of whom, for the proof of our Lord's miracles, >| 
Beger to the journal book of Pilate then extant. 

About this time Philip the tetrarch died, Aeg 

3 15 reigned thirty ſeven years. He was of 
; ee Lord quite 2 contrary: diſpoſition. to his father, 
45 living peaceably in his own dominions. 
ne — the welfare of his ſubjects fo much at heart, 
- that, (as Joſephus informs us) whenever he walked 


abroad, he was attended by a few ſelect friends, with 


the int oi dee gn varied alter; ne e if an 4 3 


examine 


examine their cauſe, puniſh the guilty, and acquit tlie 
innocent. As he left no children to inherit his eſtate, | 
che emperor took Pelton of it, and united his do- 
minions to the government of Syria, then urder Pom- 
ponius. About two AR e e Oi "_ 
ae governor of Syria: 204) or the 
At the paſſover, Vitellus went up to „N 
we (probably to ſee that ſolemn feſtival) where 
be lad pegs ſuperior to Pilate. He was treated 
pect by the citizens; in return for 
N which hs — ſome impoſts, and gave the prieſts 
che charge of their own ſacred garments and utenſils, 


which were formerly kept in the caſtle of Antonia, 


_ aqjoining to the temple, under the power of the Ro 
man governor. Before he departed, he made Jona- 
than, the ſon of Annas, high prieſt, and depoſed Caia- 
phas after he had been ten years in that office.” It is 

ſaid that Caiaphas ſhortly after diſpatched himſelf." * 
The fame year, there was a diſturbance, which was 


- the firſt ſtep to the ruin of Pilate. It was cauſed by 


an impoſtor among the Samaritans, who perſuaded 
the people that on Mount Gerizzim he would ſhew - 
them the ſacred veſſels, which Moſes had buried with 

his own hands. Multitudes met in arms, to go in 
a ſolemn manner, and take poſſeſſion of theſe holy 
relics: but Pilate, being informed of their proceed- 


ings, ſurpriſed theſe deluded” people with a body of 
 torſe and mw and made a cruel laughter of them; 


taking 


ER by t his 0 own e enen _ Ir num e a appear at 
a bee n Se emperor? to-what ſhould. 


* 
17000 


12 — diss, Tiberius was dead | 


reforming ſs 

in 3 en pur Cor. me governors, He 
oþ ee —— France. But 
as pn ergy e became one of the vileſt 
monſters ihat ever diſgraced human nature, exceeding 

Tiberius in the b | of his vices. His intolera- 
ble Pride urged | bim on impiouſly to aſſume divine ho- 
nours, and he had a temple dedicated to his own divi- 

nity. His prodigality was extreme, for he con- 
ſumed af V millions of our money in a few months; 
and his gyrnanica) ves preg made him wiſh that the 


neck. that he might diſ- 
Wachdben all aber. He Ie ked that Se- 
h to 122 0 1575 6 enn Ent 00 nec 
4 ds) 55 
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neea ſaid of him, That nature ſeemed to have brought 


him forth to ſhew. what was poſlible to be produced 
from the greateſt viciouſneſs ſupported by the greateſt 


authority. He proved a dreadful ſcourge to the Ra- 


mans, inſulting over that proud city, which had fo 
often treated the reſt of the world with inſolent dif- 


dain. But I ſhall not dwell any longer on this deſ- | 


| picable character. May it be your concern, my dear A | 
boy, ſo to regulate your own behaviour and deportment 


under the influence of right principles, with the 
bleſſing of God, as to form a pleaſing contraſt to the 
character and conduct of ſuch deteſtable wretches as ; 


the hiſtory before us has obliged me to bring to view. 


In that caſe, you will not fail to enſure the love and 
elem of all your friends, but more eſpecially op 


Your affeRionate aun. 
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| ME acceſſion of Caligula to 1 e empire 

proved the advancement of Agri ppa, who, in 
che 12th chapter ofthe Acts, is called by the common 

name of Herod. He was the ſon of Ariſtobulus (who 
was put to death by his father Herod the Great) and 
brother to the infamous Herodias, who was married 
to his uncle Herod. Agrippa was of a generous and 
aſpiring temper, polite and inſinuating, attached to 
- Judaiſm and the Moſaic rites. At the age of forty- 
' ſeven, he had paſſed threugh various ſcenes, having 
been at times in the loweſt ſtate of adverſity, wan- 
"ine | in extreme poverty from city to city, and from 
nation to nation, till, at length, he gained the favour of 
Tiberius the emperor, who, in a ſhort time, on ſuſ- 
picion, threw him into priſon, where he was in as 
great danger of a ſpeedy execution as he had been 
before of ſtarving. But, at the death of Tiberius, 
Caligula, who had a particular friendſhip for him, took 
him from the Om to bis palace, * his chain 
of 


© . p ; , l „ 
„ 4 : - F 7 
. 
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ek won for one of go 


bim reer dee ee an b aig n! 


made him king of all his uncle Philip's dominions. 
At this time, the chriſtian churches in Judea, Sama- 


d, and Galilee, had peace, and daily increaſed, ta h | 


honour of Jefus Chriſt and the comfort of 
bis difeiples. It was in this year, | that Saul our Lord 
firſt viſited Jeruſalem after his converſion, | 38. 
dut he ſtaid only fifteen days, being ordered »h Je- 
ſus Chriſt, in a ee e 9 eee | 
e e eee 
55 ec eppe inthe Ge peng obtained permii 
5 bent es Gift K ngdom, promiſing to return again : 


"Toad of e 


dos the emperor; by whoſe advice he firſt took a vogge 
2 into Egypt. When he came to Alexandria, dm in. 
| Habitants of that city, having conceived an inveterate 


hatred againſt the Jews, were highly affronted at the 
arrival of a King of that nation; and, by the! conni- | 
vance of the governor Flaccus, (Egypt being at this 
: ibject to Rome,) they expoſed Agrippa in their 
Digs and ridiculed him on their ſtages and in al! 
_ their public places. Not ſatisfied with "theſe inſults, 
"they took a poor madman, and put a paper cron 


on his P'S a Oe wag his Py 00 a "oy anda 755 2 


( 366 +) 
- ſome pretended to come to him for juſtice, and e 
for counſel, hailing him with the title of lord. 
Tou cannot fail, George, «0 fee a ſtriking reſem- 
Noone between this inſulting deriſion of the king of 
the Jews by ſtrangers, and that offered to our bleſſed 
Saviour by the Jews five years before, when they 


mocked the majeſty of a King whom angels adore, 


But theſe inſults did not end here: for the Alexan- 
drians, _ encouraged by their governor, ſet up the 
image of Caligula the emperor, - who had latel ly pro- 
claimed himſelf a god, in the ſynagogues of the 


Jews, anda dreaful perſecution commenced ; the po- 
pulace being permitted to plunder their houſes at : 
pleaſure, which cauſed murders and cruelties of all 


forts.” They ſuffered this barbarous treatment for 


two months, by which numbers periſhed. Agrippa, 


who had been partly witneſs to theſe enormities, ap- 
pulwied to the emperor, and at length prevailed upon 


ithitanding all his pretended zeal for the empe- 


ror's honour, he received ſentence of baniſhment, Jos | 


was afterwards put to death. 
_ Herod Agrippa, having thus procured redreſs for the 
Jews at Alexandria, ſettled himſelf in his dominions. 


His fiſter Herodias envying him the emperor's favours, 


* the high honours which were conferred upon 
. | 5 him, 


bim to recal Flaccus the governor to Italy, where, | 
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bim, excited her huf bios 10 Rome; with e- 5 
8 baue to obtain ike favours from the emperor, but 4 
8 _ "wes" his ruin; for Agrippa, coming to the | 
| knowledge of it, ſent preſents likewiſe, and a letter 
written againſt his uncle to the emperor,” who de- 
| pony Jerod of his dominions, and baniſhed him to 
Lyons in France, after a wicked reign of forty-three 
years. At the ſame tim pardoning Herodias, be- 
cauſe ſhe was Agrippa's ſiſter, and allowing her to 
have her own treaſure: but ſhe, teſtifying her readi- 
neſs to be partaker of her huſband's miſeries, Cali- 
gula took it as an affront, and baniſhed her alſo, giv- 
ing all her treaſure as well as her hufband'e dominions 
to Agrippa. Thus was this wick . 
ed, eight years aſter John the Baptiſt had bee Hon 
beaded by them, and ſix en r our bleſſed Savi- | 
our was taken before this Herod. In the ſame year, 
Pontius Pilate, being in extreme poverty and miſery, - 
killed himſelf with his own hands. Thus were oro 
| vile eee, Vera ales the ry v 5 ence” 


FO 


P 


_ 211 1 of the following years. | Agriop 
e wok peſſehen of all his uncle Herod's "a of. : 
dominions, by which his power and gran- our Lord 
deur was increaſed beyond any of the | 
kings of Judea fince Herod the Great. Büt the 


pI” 
8 


l 5 . 


Jews at this time were plunged into new difficulties, 3 


T2. EE. 


(138) 3 
dy ee taking it into his head to be wor- 


_ - "thippedas a god, and determining to have his image. 
placed for that purpoſe in the ſanctuary of the temple. 
To enforce compliance with this abſurd and impious 
injunction, he ſent orders to Petronius, governor of 
Syria, to take half of the army with him, and cut to 
pieces all that made any reſiſtance. 


The Jews, upon this, went in a large * ks 
zegging him to deſiſt, or elſe firſt deprive 


than 11 their lives, declaring that, while their ſouls 

remained in their bodies, they would not ſuffer the 
violation of their laws. The governor ſeemed to 
pity their caſe, but informed them that his life and 
- fortune were at ſtake if he diſobeyed the emperor. 
They anſwered, Neither would they diſobey their 
Goc, whoſe authority was to be nn more than 
hs emperor's commiſſion. 


Petroniĩus, having collected a large army at 8 


lemaie, in order to enforce the emperor's commands, 
many thouſands of the Jews aſſembled and met him 
there, beſeeching him not to defile their ſacred temple 
with images. He aſked them, if they intended to make 
reſiſtanee. They ſaid, they would not fight, but they 
would willingly die rather than depart from their laws. 
They accordingly fell proſtrate on the ground, offer- 
ing chemſelves to death. Their firmneſs at length 
; „ | Th. 1 pre- 


: prevailed over Petronius, who declared he would ra- = 
| ther riſk his own. life than be the cauſe of ſo many £7 
periſhing. He then diſmiſſed them with aſſurances 


that he would ſend to Rome, and uſe his own intereft #7 


and that of his friends in their behalf. 


Agrippa, being at this time with Wa emperor at 


ſeas determined at all events to undertake. his 
country's cauſe. . He had been very laviſh in mag- 
nificent preſents to the emperor, and was in great 
favour with him. At one time, he invited him and 
his courtiers to a ſumptuous entertainment, with 
which the emperor was fo well pleaſed, that, in return 
for his kindneſs, he told Agrippa before the whole 
cqmpanys that he would grant him whatever he had 

a mind to aſk, Agrippa complimented the emperor 2 
with: aſſuring him that his favour was ſufficient. 
This only made Caligula preſs him the more, fup- 
poſing he would beg a province or kingdom, and 


then he ſhould have an opportunity to diſplay his li- 


berality. But, in this, Agrippa diſappointed him; 
for, preferring his country's cauſe before his own _ 
emolument, he only aſked that the ſtatue which the _ 
emperor had charged Petronius to erect in the tem 
ple at Jeruſalem might never be put there. _ 


This requeſt, it ſeems, did not pleaſe the emperor; - 


but, conſidering the great ſervices Agrippa had ren- 
dered him, and the many witneſſes to the promiſe. he 


had 


For to re 


8 : 5 it is to give advice to arbitrary mines, 
El en ill brook to be told what they ought to do. 


: 5 cimire the  diſitereedneſs af Paris: en pre- 


is . itry to the augmentation of his on eſtate. 
bes The emperor immediately wrote” to Petronius, 
. Ant ib he had erected: the ſtatue he might let it ſtand, 


LS but if he Wed wot, he ſhould give the Jews no more 


A it. After” this letter was ſent, he 

+ -aoegived that which Petronius had promiſed the 
Jews to write, wherein he freely adviſed the empe 

elinquiſh- his 


for him ever to make them forſake their religion; 
that; if it were attempted,. a revolt would enſue, and 
the revenues of that nation be loſt; and, frnally, that. 
by fo doing he wou 


Ihe effect produced 6 . e . how 


ie emperor,” imagining that preſents from the 
| had prevailed on Petronius to deſpiſe his com- 
mands, ſent him an anſwer, in which he ordered. 
him to murder himſelf, that he might be man 
ſhe ald come after him, that an 2mperor's 

; ought not in any wiſe to be neglected. 


5 Retro nnn i acbenanh 


) cauſe of piety and the laws of 


eſign; and not infringe ante 
laws of the Jews + ſtating, that it would be impoſſible 


HE oul« ae e e e 1 
n k aud upon the empire. 555 ä 
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and che providence of God preſerved * for, the 
| perſons that carried the letter were detained by con- 
trary winds, ſo that before that arrived, he received 
one, informing him of the emperor's death. Thus 

did he eſcape the cruel order of that impious man, 
who, though he aſſumed divine honours, could not 


avoid the ſhafts of all-conquering death, and that. 


even from the people whom he had cauſed. to adore 
him; for, being tired out with his enormities, they 

| roſe up againſt him and flew him. | 
Thus were the Jews again delivered; for als 
| final defolation was not yet come. God . gave 
them warning upon warning of the deſtrution 
| which was drawing near, and ſent apoſtles and 
evangeliſts, who faithfully. admoniſhed and exhort- 
ed them to flee from the wrath to come; all 
of which they as à nation rejected. At length. the 
vials of divine vengeance began to be poured out. 
In this year fifty thouſand Jews were terribly maſſa- | 
cred at ane time about Babylon. | 
Claudius, who ſucceeded Caligula, completed the 5 


| honour and ſovereignty of Agrippa; not "Year ut. 


only confirming him in his dominions, but our Lord 
adding to them all that belonged to bu: WT: 
: grandfather Herod . the Great; ſo that the whole 
country of Paleſtine came & a into the hands „ 
nne prince. 


Agrippa 


. in their buildings, erecting tl | 
plays, and ſpectacles. At one time, he exhibited a 


© pleted, it would have rendered that city 'impregn: able. 
But, the goyernor of Syria having been changed, the 
new governor Marſus, being jealous of this prince” 8 
greatneſs, repreſented the danger of ſuch a deſign in 
ſo ftrong a light to the emperot, that he com- 
manded Agrippa to defiſt. Thus we ſee how 
"eafily_the contrivances of men are defeated, when 
they are contrary to the purpoſes of God : for this 
eity was 1 48 the Almighty to be want after 
deſtroyed. : | Tabs, "21 CK. 15 
8 re r :ppoinited in this undertaking a. 


cot to- diſplay his grandeur,” He in 


formal battle of fourteen hundred malefactors, like 
the Roman gladiators; and, though this was ſo con- 
5 trary to the cuſtoms of the Jews, he 32 11 a 
Freat zeal for their religion. In order 
dee with them, he raiſed a ſharp | 
_ againſt the chriſtians : that he might not t fall in 4 
Popular deſſgn, he began with the apoſtles, and with- 
out Gel lay, condemned June to deaths. | 


* 


ol Jeruſalem, in ſuch a manner, that, had it been com - 


thoughts to "diffipation, determining * bl bare no ; 


Aer ible Res, 


W 
7 N Te 8 / 
_ E Res 1 K. — one * 4 
Ss * — =. : . 
5 z 
4 f 2 
* Ws " ite au * 
Y 0 8 5 " . 
1 ; 4 ? ö - 


5 him, or rather his accuſer, having been 


* 143, I” 
"As FIR mY was advancing... to the 7 gc, 
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convinced by the courage and conſtancy he ſliewed © 
upon his' trial, repented. of his fault, fell down at the | 


pauſe, raiſed him up, embraced and kiſſed him, ſay⸗ 


verance you are well acquainted with. | 
| Herod Agri pa, after this, went from Jerufalem to 


| Czfarea, where he amuſed himſelf with games and 
feſtivals in honour of the emperor, which brought 5 
together the nobility and gentry from all parts of the 
country. "PT he inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon, hav=. 
ing at this time incurred his diſpleaſure, ſent am- 
baſfadors, who gained over Blaſtus, the king's cham> 
berlain, for their friend; through whoſe intereſt, 8 
though Agrippa was highly offended, he appointed ; 
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| of © execution, Clemens Alexandrinus . 
tells us, that che officer that guarded our Lo 


apoſtle's feet, and heartily entreated forgi veneſs for f 
what he had done. The holy martyr, after a little i 


3 


ing, Peace be to thee, my ſon. Upon which, the 

other publicly profeſſed himſelf a chriſtian, and both = 
were beheaded at the ſame time. Agri ppa next pro- 
; ceeded to take Peter; 3 but the manner of his deli- 5 


them a day of audience; and, entering early into the 


glittering 3 in, the beams of the * ſun, refleted 
De hp 


5 1%; * 
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| public theatre, he fat upon his throne, gorgeouſly ar- 
rayed i in magnificent frobes of ſilver tiſſue, which, : 


tk 0 


: duch lultre upon the eyes of the 1 that, upon 


bis making an oration to the ambaſſadors, they gave, 
2 ſhout, crying, It is the voice of a god and not of 
a man. This impious applauſe was received by 
Aprippa without any mark of difapprobation, or the 
leaſt regard to the honour of the Supreme Governor 
of the world, in whom he lived, moved, and drew 
his breath. He was immediately ſtruck by an an- 
gel from heaven, with exquiſite torments in his 
bowels, for not giving the glory to God who had fo 


exalted him. Before. he quitted the place, (as I | 


ſephus informs us,) he thus addreſſed the people: 
Behold the deity you admired, and be convinced 
of your flattery and falſchood : ſee me here by the 
laws of fate condemned to die, whom juſt now you 
ſtyled Immortal. His pains increaſing, he was re- 
moved to his palace. His acute torments diſpatched | 
him in a few days, being devoured of worms in a 
miſerable manner. Thus died Herod Agrippa, the 
firſt prince that imbrued his hands in the blood of the 
chriſtians, having reigned between ſeven and eight | 
years. 
— ſee, George. that Jah is no o reſpecter of 
perſons or places. Here is a king arrayed in coſtly 


13 attire, in all his pomp and ſtate, receiving the adu- 


- lations of a numerous aſſembly, ſtruck with the dart- 
of death. Many, from the gaieties of a loom, 
| „„ have 


* 


. quickly conveyed to 9 


iN from the ſcenery of a playhouſe to the tribunal ( 
| God. That you may be enabled to renounce" he 
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ur DEAR, GEORGE, | 


Hen Agrippa, at his death, left one fon 
named Agrippa, about ſeventeen years of age, 
and three daughters, whoſe: names were Bernice, 
Mariamne and Druſilla. Young Agrippa was with 
the emperor at Rome, and would have obtained im- 
mediate poſſeſſion of his father's dominions ; but 
Claudius was overawed by his favourites, who re- 
preſented that it would be dangerous to intruſt ſuch 
a kingdom to one ſo young. Upon which, he ap- 
pointed Cuſpius Fadus to be preſident of all Agrip- 
pa's dominions, fo that the whole of Paleſtine now 
became ſubje& to a Roman governor. | 
About this time, the famine raged, which was 
foretold by Agabus, Acts xi. 28. In 
-our r Lord. the beginning of the year, Caffius Longi- 
75. nus was ſent as governor of Syria, in the 
room of Marſus. He and Fadus joined forces and 


n Jeruſalem, declaring, it was the emperor's 
+ comms Es the FW 
"or 


| dy his pr Nane 
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TY” - 
110 ſhouts Wide! again in the caltſe. 1 


that they migbt be at che diſpoſal of the Romans. 


The rulers durſt not make any opp 


, fora 
tition the emperor. Fhe ambaffadors, on their ar- 


rival at Rome, applied to young Agrippa, o 
readily undertook the cauſe. of his OY | 
nnn . 

_  Aﬀter two years, Fadus „ 
veramens of Paleſtine, 'and Tiberius: AION 
years. He: e W Sand wy 
who was the ninth Roman governor: It was in his 


| time that thoſe troubles began, which ended in the 


ruin of the Jewiſh nation. The feaſt f 25 
the paſſoyer drawing near, Cumanus, ac- f es 
- cording to the example of former gover- 7 
| nors, appointed foldiers uo guard me portieces of h 
temple, to prevent tumult and diforder, 


What a wretched: ſituation ware; the Jenni - | 


this time, that they could not attend upon their in- 
ſtituted worſhip without being furrounded with fo- 
reign ſoldiers; who were often the eauſe of the tu- 
mults they pretended to prevent, as it happened at 

- this time. On the fourth day, one of the ſoldiers, - 

and indecent diſcourſe and behaviour, 


— provoked all the ſpectators; N of whom, _. 
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raft [young men, p: one e to ſedi don, began with 
and then | e gen ae 


x > fins 66: ene all che gates of the temple ; which 
c̃.auſed the people to fly with ſuch precipitation and 
cCc̃cbnfuſion, that great numbers were trodden ro death 3 

= that dw turned into lamen | 


- calamity was ſhortly after” tlie- 


5 Sed by 3 About trelve miles from Jerv- 


rar "Ano: this | 3 doi to ane = 
fillages, fate not RRP appre- 


: : ee of the villages, a ſol- 


ers Wy book ONE, OO cur: it in 


body of the Jon; bn they ropaited i in ks 
to Cumanus, then at Cæſarea, requiring that the fol- 


dier who had treated their law with ſuch indignity : 


ſhould be given up to juſtice. Cumanus, perceiving 


dat the Jews would not be appeaſed without fatis- = 
faction, by che advice of his friends, commandec 
5 the ſoldier to be ee in their preſence, wow 
ended the diſturbance. 


ee ROE: ee ae a a freſh amade b. 


© 140 * 
ec r between the — 


bers. of the — as Se ne hd ibein e 


country to the paſſover. The magiſtrates of Gali- 7 8 
lee appealed to the governor; but he, being bribed 1 


by the Samaritans, took little notice of their com- 


plaints ; which fo exaſperated them, that, being head. 

ed by a robber called Eleazar, they made great dew 

| vaſtation i in Samaria; but Cumanus the governors 

Joining the Samaritans with his troops, a great num- | 
. bet wi As: 1 een n e taken 


e —— Syria; Was now 40 in, 
whoz upon the firſt hearing, ' cauſed all the priſoners _ 
eue crucified; but, afterwards, finding that the 
: ns were the aggreſſors, and that Cumanus 
was corrupted, he commanded eighteen of the chief 
of the Samaritans to be beheaded, and ordered Ana- 5 
nias the bigh prieſt, Cumanus the governor, and 
Cetera tributie,to go immediately to Rome, to ana- 
wer to the accuſations brought againſt them. Upon 
their arrival, they made all' the intereſt they could; f 
would have prevailed over the weaknefs of the 
emperor, to have ſtopped: proceedings againſt them, 


if it had not been for young Aprippa, who, with the 


aſſiſtance of the empreſs Agrippina, obliged him to 
” 2 888 which he did, by the execution of Celen 
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+ govemar of Paleftine, a perſon. noted 1 1 1 
ſorts of vices and corruptions. "The 
e died, and was f ſucceeded d by * Sy who, 


in - firſt year of his eigne dded a 10 Agrpg's do 
minions. four cities. „ © 1 
ben being forfaken. in aha Fink of. hole. 


fathers; were given up at this time to rapine and 
murders. They had denied the Holy One and che | 
Juſt, and deſired a murderer to be granted unto them 
and now, by the righteous judgments of God, th y are 
overrun with robbers, murderers and movers. of fe- 
Stow. © ute an, the high. prieſt, wh aden by his 


fretdon 10 e 5 Fe I miſcondadh, which 
be notbrooki: g, reſolved upon the death of Jonath 
Jo effect his deſign, he corrupted a confident of _ 
prieſt, with a great ſum of money, engaging him 
to hire a number of perſons to murder Jonathan. 
Several of theſe came to Jeruſalem under colour of 
eien, with ſhort ſwords under their 
and, mixing with Jonathan's family, firſt 
dim civilly, and then flew bim. nt 
This murder going unpuniſhed 
0 * in ſwords under their 


; Pur; l 0 \ $ 


public mingle inthe throng, killing lens 
3 mere. enemies: and this, not omy m 
dhe ſtreets and public places, but euen in the temples 
5 . eee —_— by the troops of Feli for 
following who, according to our Savionr's 
Prediction, . wandten into > the deſerts to. 
ew them ſigns and wonder s. 


A certain Egyptian Jeu, menen. . ms 


10 * 5 Ads XXt. 38,'E cauled 9 


numerous banditti-. Theſe deluded Neat. followed 
5 Na bat exported Metab,” He led them from the 
deſert to mount Olivet, promiſing that they ſhould 
ſhortly ſee tlie gy e fall to the ground; 
from whence they ſhould drive the Romans, and 
© fix the ſeat of his empire there. Bui Felix, hearing 
of his deſign, met him at the foot of the mountain 
with his legions. He flew a great number, took 
many priſoners, and diſperſed the reſt. The Egyp- 
tian eſcaped, "Ins vr" followers, and was. 
never heard of after. TOE 
I This inſurrection wan fupprefied; others wy. 
aroſe, / compoſed of robbers and magicians ; who 
erchorted the people to ſhake off the Roman yoke, | 
threatening thoſe with death, who would ſubmit to 
© ſo. ſhameful a ſervitude, Thus they conſtrained 


many to diſobedĩence. They diſperſed themſelves al 


ver 
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. 5 . | firing villages, and ſaying the. inhabitants; fo that 


over- che n 8 the houſes of 8 


all: Judea was in fear of them. There | 
2. popaio gta; contention in Cedis barten ce ” 
of the SS eee of Feb, who ne- 
ver failed to. profit by theſe tumults ; ſo that every 
day the Jews felt hes re of Goc eee 
| About this aries tha apollle; Paul 8 de 
l Felix, who kept him two years in priſon to 
n gratify the Jews; but he was allowed the 
; . privilege of ſeeing bis friends. Annas the 
5 high 1 58 was depoſed by Agrippa. He afterwards 
came to a miſerable end, according to e . 
denunciation. See Acts xxiii. 3. Reef 
As Rome ſuffered much din ties . N 
* the emperor Nero, ſo did Judea from its governor 
Felix. But the following year he was removed, 
after . having been in that office ſeven years. 
Though he endeavoured to pleaſe the Jews by leav- 
ing Paul in priſon, wein enen ene 
crtimes to the emperor ; and he eſcaped. puniſhment 
| only through the influence of bis brother ng 
was in great favour at the court of Nero. 52 
Porceius Feſtus ſucceeded. bim as v governor of Jo- 


8 153 * 
or. On his atrival, the Jews ES” 


Sages againlf Paal 1 an acvoutit uf which, riches |. 


noble defence that he made, both before Feſtus and 


| Agripp, is given at large in de ug of the New = 


| Teſtament. 5 
Feeſtus died in his ese and Nero ſent Al N 
18 in his room. Not long after his 13 17 8 
ſettlement, at the feaſt of tabernacles, the our Lad 25 
: firſt great Wan _— b the impending ruin b "TY Sas 


nw countrpman, whoſe! name was re the fon'of 5 
A being at the feaſt, began to ery out ſud- 
| denly, A voice from the eaſt? a voice from the 
weſt ! a voice from the four winds ! a voice againſt 
| Jeruſalem and the temple ! a voice againſt all this 
people! Thus crying night and day about the | 
| firects, he was at length taken up and frourgedz 
which he endured without complaining, continuing 
to repeat the fame words. The magiftrates' ſeat 
| him to the governor, where, being beaten till his 
bones appeared, he never ſhed one tear; but, with A 
| weeping voice, at every ſtroke, he cried out Wo, 
| wo,'to Jeruſalem! Abbinus aſked him, Who he 
was, and why he made that outery; to which he 
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(8 1 
getuned no anſper, but continued to detwelk) 


Iu. 8 * ernor concluded he was infane, and; 


Lo years 1 * e ee on 3 feaſt ron 
hour being hoars or weary till the fiege began; 
do fog bx» em er me eee 
Wo, wo ta the city, the the temple, and people | adding, 


Wo alfo to myſelf; immediately after which, he was 


Killed with a ſtone « 


from an engine. 


.  Albious 1 5 ee. governor, "ng 


ol juſtice; * 


likewiſe became the whos of all kinds 0 of vil 


* 
a” OR 
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e Gefüus Florus; who. was no ſooner ſet- 


bs: aa tled than be ſhewed himſelf ſo. tyrannical, 


that his wicked predeceſſor might have 
deen thought 2 benefactor, in compariſon with him. ;; 
r acted ſecretly with ahi ſigns of ſham 
ter violence in which | 
h 2 commor executioner than a 
governor ; 3 omitting no rapines, O oppreſſtons that 
might afflict the people, pillaging whole provinces 
che Cities : nn went e. 
be en 


„ 


der any Perſom Whatever to ii and plunder, „ pro- 
n vided chey brought him 2 ate of the booty. This 


conſtrained numbers to fly into foreign countries. 


In this year there. were aſtoniſhing „ 
ſages of what the hand of Heaven was 2 | 
about to inflit upon the Jews. At the % 
feaſt of the paſlover, the eaſtern gate of the. temple, - 
being of ſolid braſs, and fo heavy that it required 
twenty men to open and ſhut it, was ſeen, at the 
firſt hour of the night, to open of its own accord, 
though faſtened with ſtrong bolts and bars. On the 
twenty-firſt of May, before ſunſet, there appeared 
warlike chariots in the air, and battalions of am- 
ed ſoldiers paſſing through the clouds, and inveſting 

the city: this amazing ſight was ſeen all over the 
Country. On the twenty- eighth of the ſame month, the 
Prieſts, going into the inner temple, felt the place 
move and tremble, and heard a voice more than hu- 
man, crying, Let us depart hence. Chryſoſtom 
tays, that it was the voice of angels, who now left 
the place. For a year together, a wonderful comet, 
in the form of a flaming ſword, hung over Jeruſa- 
All theſe and the like prodigies were fore- 
told by our bleſſed Saviour, but made not the leaſt 
impreſſion on theſe obſtinate and, deluded people, who 
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HE war which I am now to give you an acecu 
of, proved the moſt deſperate of any recorded 
in hiſtory. It was principally occaſioned by” the 
oppreſſions of Florus. Agrippa uſed his utmoſt en- 


deavours with the Jews, by argument and intreaty, 


to prevent its taking place, knowing the fatal con- 


ſequences of a war with the Romans, but al 


to no effect; for it broke out in the 


May, in the twelfth year of Nerb's * 4 5 5 


ar 0 


reign,” the ſeventeenth of Agrippa's, and 
che ſecond of the government of Florus. 0 
The ſeditious began at Jeruſalem, 17. ane 
: ing he prieſts to omit offering any ſacrifice for che 
: emperor. The governors.of the Eity, foreſceingy, if 
this was perſiſted i in, that it would terminate in open 
rebellion, uſed all che means in their power to pre- 
vent it; but, the tumult increaſing, they "ſent to 
Florus and Agrippa for forces to ſuppreſs it. The 
former, Who deſired nothing: fo W__ as 4 revolt, ito. 
in Iv. © : OR coyet 


our Lord f 
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. T 


wer with the rulers and the prieſts, poſſeſſed them- 
ſelyes of the upper part of the city againſt the ſedi- 

tious, who were maſters of the lower part and of 

__ _ the temple. Continual ſkirmiſhes paſſed between both 

ERS parties for ſeven days together; but, on one of the 

© FS feaſt dere, many robbers out of the Country; ang 

: 1y nterec Agrippa's 8 ee en them. 

into re ee burnt down the building 

where the public records were kept, together with 

de nde of. the Aſmoneans, which was then 

_Agrippa's court. The nobility and prieſts hid 
dhe in vaults and ſecret places. 2 
e after ee n logs, - 

a pode the caſtle Antonia, killed all the Roman 

|  Joldiers, and ſet the caſtle on fire: they next went 
Ee 5 die * eber. whither gr Tanten N re- 


© etulation, delivering up all their arms; but the ſe - 

ditious, contrary to their oath and treaty, put all the 

e to the ſword, except Metilius the captain. 
TINO: the ſame” 15 0 at eee 2 iſtigatior 


| 
| 
8 me 8 —— "a the Romans. yielded oi on | Capi : 


. of tyenty, thous, 


to yrs ate cities wane villages of the Syri - 

1 in return, made terrible ma 
Thus was every city. expoſed, each 
7 confidence in the greateſt effuſion. 


da: , the ci citizens erding 4 thels 5 e in e, : 


Als ws PRs ed! 
in Egypt; in conſequence, of. which, fi | 
_ oo: wers in in wie dau * * Roman le- 
Ute this general . mb ge ths: Tray, Cee 
Governor of Syria, marched with a powers. 
ful army into Judea and Galilee z burning all the 


e e, and cee 


"te e ce bis rn * 
of tþ 


ing ts Oeſtius, he repelled the Jews and. forced | 

Ne eee e 5 8 
| Op the dend of October, he kicks into be 

and was. 


hoe v 


the-temple and ape pa hd 


might ha e taken had he continued his attacks. 


4 The Chriſtians began now to recollect the warning 
P 2 ET which = 


the Jews, that they began 
res of the | 
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s in wa bat freſh trogps e. 
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OY Wb How can we account for his acting thus, 

but by concluding that God ſent him away to give” 
his. people ti time to depart ? They ſeized he oppor- 
tunity, de | 


1 d beyond Jordan, about one hundred miles from 
Gentiles. Tt [ſeems God was pleaſed to direct the 
Chriſtians hither, that they might be out of the reach 


tw) 


8 mY given them, that ben — 
Fu 4 ſee Jeruſalem compaſſed about with armies, 


and the abomination of deſolation (the Roman army) 
ſtanding in the holy place, they ſhould then flee to the 
mountains, or to ſome place of ſecurity. It is gene- 
rally believed that they had a particular revelation at 


that time, commanding thens's to ark gn age 


and go to Pella. 


- You may wonder, per ES 
ple could leave the city, when it was ſurro 


. armies; but that God, who, in due eder Jove' to 
_. them, intended to hide them in the day or is ww 
made 2 way for their eſcape; for Ceſtius unexpe 


Taiſed the ſiege; when he had every ey 0 


none of them periſhed in the common ruin. It was” 


em, belonging to Agrippa, and inhabited by 


of the beſom of deſtruction, that was to MOOR ROY. : 


the Jews wherever it came. * 


The retreat of Ceſtiun withour's any apparent 1 
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ſhed | 
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of. their baggage and mmunition, their en- 
and ſlings, and other arms, which the A — 
afterward: uſed in their own defence.. The Romans 
| 2 ſcaped with difficulty to Antipatris, and ſo to Cc. 5 
bares. The Jews, elevated with this ſucceſs, uon 
their. return to Jeruſalem, created Joſeph the fon gf" -- 
Gorion, and Ananus the high prieſt, governors of 
the city, and fent commanders into the provinces. 
A ne of whom was Joſephus, a prieſt, and the 722 N 
xiter of the antiquities and wars of the. Jews. He 
5 v Ant ine aeg res 15K. . had — 4 
"ou Stats mes, he paired for the he © coming | 
4 the Romans. . 
At Jeruſalem, r high pied e for 


„ f 3 
3 Had Hed. paging of th e ame geſerh man 

| " ow wen hence * _—_— Seu 
| Mig -rodbeies neee, A © 0 
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och in Syria: then, gathering together all the Ro- 
man forces in thoſe parts, he marched to Ptole- 
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5 | Nets, giving him an account of the ill poſture of | 


„ much blaming Florus. The em- 


85 Prior Hal on the famous Veſpaſian to ſucceed | 
5 Florus as governor of Judea, thinking him the only 


erſon for ſuch a charge, and entertaining no 


| Jealouſy of him, on account of the meanneſs of his 


birth, He was the fourteenth and laſt governor of 


2 12 Judea. At the ſame time, Mutianus was ſent: into 


Syri ia in the room of Ceſtius Gallus 
" Veſpaſian paſſed over into Aſia, and came to Anti 


mals in Phœnicia; where he was joined by his ſon 


Titus, with the fifth and tenth legions. Their 


whole forces of horſe and foot amounted to ſixt 
thouſand men. Veſpaſian marched to the 


AS nur Lord borders of Galilee, and there encamped; 


18 deſigning, by the ſight of his army, to ter- 
fy the enemy, and give them time to repent and 


7 Yield: in the mean time, he prepared all things ne- 
= celliry for the proſecution of the war. The rumour - 
be his coming made many of the re 
Joſephus's ſoldiers, who were encamped a little from 

Sephe Fs” the metropolis of Galilee,” hearing of the . 
approach of the Romans, precipitately fled; and ſo 


els faint-hearted. 


few remained with Joſephus,” that he durſt not riſk 
a-batt e, but ae 10” eie "Veſpaſian marched 
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to Gadara, and t6ok: it at the kult alba Lin 
men of war having left the city, the Romans entered 
and put all to death without mercy; after which, they 
burnt that city, and the towns and ee | 
joining; the few nee inhabitants of . 


were made ſlaves. 2 
Joſephus's retreat to Tiberias fille the 3 
een knowing he would not have fled could he 
have withſtood the Romans. They were right in 
their conjectures, for he clearly foreſaw what would 
be the iſſue of the conteſt, and concluded that the 
ſafety of the Jews conſiſted in their ſubmiſſion to 
the Romans; yet he choſe rather to die with them 
than become a traitor to his country. He accord | 
ingly wrote a faithful account of the'ſtate of affairs | 
in thoſe parts to the nobility at Jeruſalem, not dwel- 1 
ling on the force of the enemy, leſt they-ſhould ſuſ- 1 
pect him of cowardice ; yet, at the ſame time, he 
avoided giving them any hopes that the events of the | 
war would be favourable, leſt: thoſe; who were in- 1 
clinable to peace, ſhould be induced to perſiſt in 
their rebellion. He therefore only deſired to know 5 


their determination, whether 2 would make a 

if they did, they maſt fend an army dae 9 
"2 . ee enemy. 

e Veſpafian, i in che mean n advanced to Jotapatas 

a num 
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having fled thither. for ſecuri 
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| i cou¹ not be ſeen till you came very near it. 
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and, about noon, came to Jotapata, leading his troops 
| to the north ſide; where they pitched their tents, 
i oppoſite the city, in full view of their enemies. 
The ſight of the Roman army Wen inha- 
bitants that none durſt ſtir out of the city. The 
Romans reſted that day, only ſecuring the gates b 7 
two ſquadrons of horſe, and one of foot, which were 
placed to intercept all the paſſages, ſo that none: 
could go out of the city. This threw the Tews' 
into deſperation, and they Near ee ee to de- 


if. * 


fend themſelves. e, PRES SE T-; 


+ The next day the Romans en si U i 
Joſephus made a fally wien all his troops, aſſaults 05 
ing them with ſuch fury, that he drove: them 

from the walls. The fight was obſt a 
tinued all day. The Romans had e; ounded,: 
by but only ürtee ſlain: the Jews had ſeventeen dam 8 
and fix hundred wounded. They continued fight- 
ing in this manner for ſive days ſucceſſi vely. Me 5 
paſian then called a council of war, in which it was 
determined to combat the difficulties ariſing FRY 25 
the ſituation of the place, and the obſtinacy of the 
Jes, by immediately commencing a hot ſiege. 
Veſpaſian ordered a mount to be raiſed in that place 
_ where the city was eaſieſt to enter. But here they + 
Wenge e DE mA the Te who came: out in Lp 21 


3 


* hides. of oxen ban, Ae nb Fully: A ese his, 
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; and pulled down the n de- 
e eee they then aſſaulted them and 
eee their works. Veſpaſian, at length, 
vented theſe me eee 10 


18 ether, | and ordered Si to build. 2 pes 
am we mula cr 


et ns ve eee 


8 — propotionablyani- 
mated: - for they made a 


„ 


a e his ane way z 


| and ie they could not curry off urn den ire. 
The Romans, from a high hill, perceived the Jews 
e bin place to. receive water by meaſure; 
_ which: made Veſpaſian conclude, that When their 
water was expended they muſt yield: he, therefore, 
gave 


- 


reduce chem by famine, ordering eee 


K. my 3 
Ve orders 60 belt Gem 8 he deten 


blocked up that none might come out. 


ebe beſieged had plenty of proviſions, bit; Ge 


in great need of water, for there was not a 
fountain in the city, and they had but little gain in 
ſummer: ſo that the inhabitants were ſoon: likely 
reduced to great diſtreſs. Joſephus, having in- 
natio! "that che Romans had gained a Knowledge 

of their diſtreſs, ordered a great many garments tobe 
-dippeil in-weaths, and hung over the wall, that the 


poſe the Jews to be ſo improvident as to waſte their 


Water if they were in want of it for drink : Veſpa- 
ſian therefore gave up the idea of famiſhing them. 


This was juſt what the Jews wanted, as they pre- 


ferred the riſk of periſhing by the ſword to that of | 
55 dying with thirſt. 


The Romans now N the ew: with Fam ut. 
ines vigour. . Upon which, Joſephus, perceiving 
the city could not hold out long, conſulted with his 
officers how he might eſcape ; but the people diſ- 
covered his deſign, and flocked around him, urging 


him to ſtay with them. Joſephus told them, that in 
wiſhing to depart, he ſought their welfare; for, if 


he ſtaid in the city, he could be of little ſervice to 


them 3 


water might run on every ſide. At this ſight the 
Romans were much ſurpriſed: they could not-ſup- 


_ "# 


| cbm! - butifabroad; he could rai 


—— — — . — 
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troops in Galilee, 
- and then come againſt their enemies, and force them 
to raiſe the ſiege; but while he continued in the city, 


the Romans would perſiſt in their attempts againſt it, in 


hopes of taking him. Theſe arguments, hawever, had 


no effect with the people, who proſtrated themſelves 
before : him ; begging him to defend them, and to 
dad or fall with them. | Joſephus, partly moved by 


* * 


0 ſtay, yielded to their intreaties. Upon which, they 


all with one conſent determined to ſell their lives as 


ear as poſſible: ſo that the ſtege became more deſ- 
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HERE: is no 
ider "their lives as loſt, and yet are deter- 
to make the enemy buy them dear, will not 
effect. They will venture upon the moſt daring ex- 
ploits; and often ſucceed, beyond all human pra a- 
bility, in defeating cool, deliberate, and wiſe councils. 
Joſephus was in this ſituation. He did not now 
ſtudy the tactics of war, but made moſt furious 
ſallies. In the firſt onſet, he killed the watchmen, 
and advanced with his men as far as the enemy's 
; deſtroying ſome, and burning others. Theſe 
depredation were e for nee — _ 
nights. . 

 Velpaſian perceiving the injury that his Glier 
ſuſtained from theſe deſperate attacks, commanded 
them to leave the affault, as it was in vain to fight 
with thoſe who were reſolved to die. Seeing him- 
ſelf, as it were, beſieged, from the fillies and en. 
curſions of the Jews, he at length det | 
"on me ans moans; high as the walls of | 
Lo. Iv. 5 | a | the 


cm) 


jj the city, to batter them with a ram. But, chat you 
may the better underſtand the nature of this _ 
I will give you a deſcription of it. 
The battering ram was eee e 
a ſhip ; the end of which was armed with ſtrong maſſy 
iron, in the form of a ram's head; from whence it 
takes its name, butting the walls in the ſame manner 
te beam it hung upon was ſupported by two props 
b The ram being drawn back by the force of a * 
men, was then puſhed forward with great violence 
againſt the wall; ſo that no wall; or tower could 
_ withſtand the repeated ſtrokes of this head of maſſy 
iron. Such was the engine employed by the Romans; 
e firſt ſtroke of which ſhook the walls ſo terribly, 
that there was a general outcry in the e ige 
| he had been. taken. 
_ Joſephus obſerved that the ram. . conſtantly. 5 
one part of the wall, which muſt inevitably give way 
except the force of it could be broken; he there- 
fore ordered ſacks to be filled with chaff, and let 
down from the wall, juſt againſt the place where 
the ram ſtruck: the looſeneſs of the chaff making no 
reſiſtance, broke the violence of the ſtroke. By this 
invention, their enemies were retarded for a time; 


were 


were removed. tg dis Renens toateived/ ty 
taking long poles with' ſeythes at the end of them, to 
cut the facks ee dere, erer nne 
took effect. 
Joſephu * We S 
and mounts of the Romans, who had the mortifica- 
tion to ſes, in one hour, all their works conſumed, 
which had coſt them fo much trouble and labour in 
erecting. The fire was ſo intenſe that it was wik 
difficulty they defended themſelves from its fury. 
wounded Veſpaſian in the foot. The Romans, ſee- 
ing che blood flow from the wound, ſpread the tid- 
ings through the camp, and he was ſoon ſurrounded. 
by all his army, who came running to ſee their ge- 
neral. Titus eſpecially; expreſſed the greateſt am- 
iety for his father's ſafety. Veſpaſian, concealing 
the pain of the wound, endeavoured to remove their 
4 from: the darts a their enemies, 
eee eee els ee 


I dis was a terrible night to the Jews; many were 
2 ing of the towers and walls. The mountains er- 
* lamentations of the citizens, and che 


wes, 


2 groans 


bridge to enter it. In — Veſpaſian aa 
part of bis army to enter the breach, at the ſame 
time, guirding every avenue from the city chat none 
_— rok eben e others to _— the "wallsy to 


Jolephis, perceiving | his beer plac 
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; As den ——— were oy egen 
e emi WR the utmoſt fury, determining to 
e001 e. But they had no new forces to bring 
wks; in the room of thoſe who were a | 
' Covered with wounds, and exhauſted with fatigue; 
wulle the Romans advanced with freſfi Ws, and 
E Fo. contrived qd po: their armour together, th ey 
| appeared like one body, or as a wall of nog In 
dis manner Sender bart the Jews; und ſt boten 
= 3 walls. Joſephus, ever fruitful in inventions, 
dcbwund a way to divide this compact body. He or- 
deted ms men to fetch ſcalding oil, Which be * 


GC. ww V- 


: ſevrched them like fire, cauſing excruciating W 
ſome fell from the wally others leaped from the bridge, 
* "oy died. n, n — 
Foal a eb Sede nit boiled 
and poured on the bridge; which made it ſo ſlippery - 
that the Romans could not keep on their feet, but; 
falling down, were trodden to death by their own 
| Phe Romans being thus kept at a diſtance, the Jews- 
had time to annoy them with their arrows and darts; 
Os: was wienas to the Uidriad/ him) ment i 
hatiy b ein gain, and more eee The beſidg= 
ed ad only ſix-mer? ſlain, though more than three 
hundred wounded: This eee al e : 
about the twentieth ef June; 
The Romans then ens to: wor Wer . _ 
miounts and towers, from which they ſhot arrows 
in k town, whereby many were daily flain; but 
whenever they attempted to ener the breach,” the 
Jews valiantly defented it. At length; was 
they were betrayed by one of their own city, after after 
honing ns a beyond all'ex eQation, Re: | 


This traitor ire Veſpafian- how: the city” 
. nilghte” be taken, t ere being few men able to reſil- 


ant theſe were ſo wearied out with fatigue, that they 


* gt 
* had 
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watch being — from ſeeing the enemy, by, 
not awakod, till death was at their d 


gege, ſpared none but women and children; 18 | * 


<a 174: » 


| ado late rated 1 Nn ths latter 
night, and ſlept till morning it would herefore: be 
very eaſy to aſſault them at that tine. vnn keen 
Wl „ Velpaſian could ſcarcely give — 1 In. 

P zin — — 


ads: Os Sin ae = nd, 


: to try the experiment. He accordingly marched his 


army at the hour appointed, in profoy 
wards the wall. Titus advanced firſt. 
choſen troops. They. got into the midſt of the town 
by day-light, and found the citizens ſaſt alleep's the 


3 ſo-that the inhabitants were 
ors. The Ro 
enraged at what they had ſuffered. during 


they took priſoners, amounting to twelve hundred. 
The whole number that Was lain, from the com- 


4 


8 mencement of the ſiege to the time the city Was 


taken, amounted to forty thouſand. The Place. Was 
ſurpriſed and taken on the firſt of July. .. ee lk 
But you, will wiſh to know: how, Joſephus 


caped the general m | lallacre He had fled fi the- ü 


miqdſt of his enemies, and e into a deep well, 


which had a large cave on one ſide, that could. not 
nen as thoſe above. Here he for 


7 
* 5 £ 144442 { 1 1461 wel I # > 9 * ns „ 
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bis W * 


Cave, informed the Romans where, he. Abs: 


Gon that they n for bim en 
Veſp 


— 


e a — the cave, in order to burn him and hi! US, 
| men out of it; but Veſpaſian ſtopped them, having a. A. 


d 3 W days. 


| Joſephus went 27 to ſee if he cos 
bene eereetsa but, finding tl 


* on the eee 2 2 woman een had hee? in | _ 


5 that, the Des Es 2 


nie Ie win nid e 


| funds. un to yields but without effec. His, refuſal 


ron ofehe Roman ſoldiers who began to, 


at defire to take him alive. Nicanor ſtill gen- 
S his i intreaties, Joſephus at length ſurrendered. | 


. 


himſelf; at the ſame time, making a, folemn appeal, 
to God, that, in ſo doing, he meant not to betray his. 


country, but would labour to promote its real web 


fare by all the means i in his JO; od rs 
He now met. with, a more ſevere. trial than any. of, 


aan ones. Ee thoſe, chat (YE, with. bim! in 


— 
A * 
5 F z 


Cure it. They then 


8 2 1 | 


thine Sende, fo * 60 bond of his kf as to 2 
mit to te moſt abject Rate of ſlavery in order to ſe· 
reſented him with their ſwords, 

bidding him to die like" the general of the Jews 
which, if he refuſed to do they aſſur d _ 
ould kill him like a traitor t& his country: 
8 © Joſephs, upon this, erpoſtulated with Gus on | 
It.andfolly of ſelf· mu the m 


| queror s hand . en thie do mans e my 
then I am worthy to periſh: With my's vn 
Wort ant hand: but, if they think good to ſpare 
their enemies, ſhould we not think it good Kkewiſe 
' to ſpare ourſelves? Truly; it is mere folly to de 
that to ourſelves, to avoid which we fight ag 
nem. I confeſs, it is a commendable” thing to die 
for liberty ; but chat is to die in fight, and by their 
Hands only Who took away that liberty: but now they 
neither war againſt us, nor kill us: It is not only e 
ho refüſes to die when need requires that is to be 
juageck à coward, bur he atlo who 'wi 


_- 


catches See hw Pins that: cert 0 " 
mitiiekiaworfer: to receive fr 
will ſay, If che. 


eee d, ee 1 


pray conſider what liberty we have now. If it be 
aid, that it is a part of courage to kill onefalf?f 1 
—— the contrary, that it is the part of 2 
coward. For I think him to be a very timorous 
vis who, perceiving a tempeſt coming, ſinks the 
| t comes. Moreover, it is ; 
againſt the law of nature and the ſentiments of all 
creatures, to kill ourſelves; and thereby we alſo co 
mit a heinous erime ne God. There is no living 


{hip wherein he is before it 


ereature that of his on 1 ſeeking. would wittingly 


Lie: for every one feels in himſelf: the ſtrong and 
ſorcible law of nature, which makes him deſire to 

move: for this cauſe, we judge them our enemies that 
ſeek to take life from us, and puniſſi them that take 


it indeed. Do you not then think it a great contempt 


let us expect our ending. The body is mortal, framed 


of corruptible matter; but our ſouls are immortal, 


and partake in ſome ſort of the nature of God. If an 


e think nne 8 
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ſor a man to deſpiſe life which is the gift of God? for, 
it is of Him we receive dur firſt being, and from Him 


me abuſe that which another puts him in truſt e 
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We hold 0 thoſe eee torki eee 
away from bad maſters; and ſhall not we then "a 
held for impious who flee from ſo good 4 maſter as 
ing to the law of nature, depart out of this life, and 
render that to God which they received of him, 
when he who gave requires it, ſhall leave behind 
them a perpetual name to their poſterity? n 
2 unto thoſe ſouls who: are obedient to their Creator 
when he calls them, he gives a holy N | 
oon in heaven; but that, on the-eonttrary, Hep: who 
cauſe their own death go into hell, and God pu- 
niſhes this their offence upon their poſterity ? If 
Ve deſire to be ſaved, let us fave: ourſelves; for, it 
is no diſgrace to receive our lives at their hands, who 
are witneſſes of ſo many valiant deeds of ours: but, 
if we deſire to die, let us _ by their n nn 
overcome us. 
bi excellent ſpeechof Joſephus b had ance on 
. bis companions, who were determined to die. He had 
ſcarcely concluded, when, charging him with cow- 
ardice, they ruſhed upon him with their ſwords drawn 
ready to ſtrike him; but Joſepbus avoided the blows. 
In this critical ſituation, his preſence of mind did 
not forſake him; but, truſting in the provider 


ace of 
: * 


calling on their general to kill the 


. ß 


— 


t 6 


ingly drew lots. Purſuant to the plan propoſed, the 


ſecond New the firſt, and ſo on, till there remained 
only Joſephus and one more, whom be perſuaded to 
live... Being thus delivered from the rage of the Ro- 
wan ſoldiers eee 
. to Veſpaſian. > 


The Romans came in flocks to behold vl; Cond 


Roman fame. But- Titus, who was 0 ene 


_ diſpoſition, pitied him under his misfortunes, and ad- 
mired his conſtancy in adverſity; at the ſame time; 
calling to mind tl 
lity of all human affai 5 
Thus Titus was the cauſe of Joſephus- W ; 
yet-Veſpaſian kept him cloſe conſined, as if he in- 

tended to ſend him to the emparor. Upon Which, 
Joſephus deſired to ſpeak to the general alone, and 


chance of war and the nen 
airs, he determined to ſauve hin 


was admitted; all departing except his ſon Titus, 


and two. of his friends; when the priſoner ſpoke to 
che following purport: You think you have only . 


nog a GO Iam a e 


will os 3 Nes; Whenkare?: — 


| God, * bazarded his own life, cling chem, at an ; 
they were determined an death, it would be beſt t- 
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—_ "Hon Ao-little time to River vou, O Veſpaſian, 
* en de Caſa! and ee kee and Titus 


| 0 age 7 a I: my lord, erf 
5 Ade world; and, if I now feign theſe" things, let 
mute be reſerved to greater puniſhment. Veſſ 

f "el wx; took him at his word. But thouę 
he kept him priſoner, he treated him with reſpect 
1 and 8 Titus alſo his Town greatly honoured _ 
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"I „ eee à true 
that Joſephus was not ſlain, but in the hands of the 
. - Romans, and honoured more than à captive could 


zus had ſacrificed: [the intereſts of his country in or- 
der to ſave his life. | Some called him coward; JC 
traitor; in _ en ny ee 


: an eye-witneſs of moſt of the tranſactiott 


1652 
2 
8 
8 
8 
al 
4 
ce 


de n the Romans, that fo 1 80 might by 
revenged of him 

I ſhould not, my dear Grin have PER fo vol 
on the taking of Jotapata, if Joſephus had not been 
the principal actor in that tragical ſcene. How 


po reg was he ere is an he, hat malen ? 


ry of che Jewiſh wars; being on 


nn e, es was ein; Jowpata, 12 5 in- 


"belle alſo ; being Ss thereto by the 3 
reſiſtance made by their brethren. Veſpaſian, being 


informed of this, ſent thither Trajan, governor of the 
tenth legion, with two thouſand foot and a thouſand 


| horſe. The town was compaſſed with two walls. 
"The Jews, being overpowered, took to flight: Tra- 


jan, purſuing cloſe at their heels, entered with them 
at the firſt gate, which the citizens perceiving, ſhut 
the fexond, to prevent the Romans from entering 
chat alſo. Thus the moſt valiant men of the city 
were + expoſed to the ſword of the enemy without the 


cwo walls; the Romans having ſhut one gate, and 
their own citizens the other. They were now but- 


dus arriving: ſoon- after with freſh forces, the tou 


VOI. IV. 8 x . R 3 | : Was Fo 


ty of eſcape, being incloſed between the 


d like ſheep, having no courage to reſiſt. Ti- 


* 


41 


was taken by ſtorm, and a dreadful daughter enſued; 
none being ſpared except the women and children, 
who were taken captive. The whole number of 
the ſlain, both in the city and in the firſt conflict, 
dend to fifteen thouſanld. 1 564_ - 
Joppa, which had been lately eee 5 Cet. 
tius, being rebuilt and inhabited by ſome ſeditious 
Jexs, who infeſted that part of the country, Veſpa- 
ſian ſent ſome troops to take it, which they ſoon 
accompliſhed. The inhabitants, terrified at the ſight 
of the Romans, inſtead of attempting to make re- 
ſiſtance, immediately took to their ſhips; when, a 
ſudden tempeſt ariſing, they were beat back and 
daſhed upon the rocks, thoſe who eſcaped being put 
to the ſword. Thus four thouſand and two hundred 
loſt their eie, 7 5 
Veſpaſian next a to. 988 Philip ne 
to refreſh his army, and was entertained by Agrip- 
pa. From thence he marched to Tiberias, which 
yielded, and was ſpared at the requeſt of Agrippa. 
Tarichea on the ſea of Galilee was next attacked, 
but, making reſiſtance, it was deſtroyed: great num- 
bers were cut to pieces, and thirty thouſand ſold: for 
| flaves. He next took Gamala, after a month's ſiege, 
and, ſhortly after, the mountain Itaburium, both with 
2 ſlaughter. Giſcala, another town in Galilee, 
was inveſted by Titus, He offered. 921 terms to 


. W 
3 * — o * x. the 7 
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the governor John who appeared . enbiies 
then; till he found in .opportunityito fly with his 
party: toiJeruſalem, : Titus ſpared the city when he 

took it, put a garriſon in it, and repaired to Cæſarea, 
where he was joined by his father Veſpaſian; who 


ended the campai zn in December, with the total 


reduction of the province ef Galilee, +1 127 
While Judea was in 'this- Neplarable Sie 


| Rome itſelf was not. much better. The Romans 


had borne witli patience” the diſfimulation of Tibe- 
ius, the brutality of Caligula, and the ſtupidity of 
Claudius; but the fury and madneſs of Nero brought 
on a revolution, and the ſenate condemned him to 


have his head made faſt in a pillory, and to be 


ſcourged to death; but, hearing of this ſentence, ah 
wie the aſſiſtance of others, ſtabbed himſelf. 
SGaalba ſucceeded, who, after a ſhort 0 
mien, was murdered. Otho was choſen $ 
by the ſoldiers; and acknowledged by the dt Laa 
ſenate. He was ſearcely ſettled on the . 


throne; before the legion in lower Germany created 


their commander. Vitellius emperor, without regard to 
the ſenate. * 
could not be decided but by. the word. Thus was all 
the world in commotion as well as Judea ful- 
filling our Saviour's prediction, That there ſhould 


be wars and rumours of wars in all nations before the 


deftructivn of TOI OP Sg 
ig The 


The claims of theſe two emperors 


x 6" Ry 
4 a 1 
"a _ . —_— — 
b ee ee ng TOY ORE IRS] © 3. "= 
4 — e — 


— — 


« 
* 3. LE SRI oo Nt 
P * JR K 


S 


1 


3 — 2 ” 
22. „a 
— 

2 I N 


92 — 

ASL AL, 444 4; 

A — — 
a + 


PIN a md.c gp wt; 
8 
22322 
. 
8 

* MS 


— — web oe — 

* 8 
n e 
. — 

2 — 

— 


89 4 * — — a — —ä « 
o 2 SSt eee 
— — 7222 wo papa — — 


F | ider: be date wer fought in ach of which: 


bis own life to ſpare the blood * his countrymen 
and, in aq eſence of his arm) carried his reſolu - 
| into effect, by abbing binge, dent ae: 
only eee weeks and ſix days. Y 

Vitellius behaved 9 daes wa 
wa making hatt e odious both to the —_ 


vx 
2 


emperor. . I he e ache mae 0 ue bene 8 
diers at length compelled him to 4 
drawing their ſwords, and ien bigs ith ;nflane | 
death, if . 0 e : 
3 Which he H ‚‚‚Q CDI et pL fiery: env gion 8 
MD 45 td. council was called, wherein it Was determined, 
3 that Titus ſhould continu the war againſt the 3 
rhat Mutianus ſhould enter Italy, with the greateſt 
part of the legions ; and that Veſpaſian ſhould go to 
Alexandria, to provide for all parts as occaſion 
ſhould require. Veſpaſian forgot not his fat 
| priſoner Joſephus, but * applauded his valout, 
and, gratefully acknowledgi 
Gate advanc 


m W the empire, he i im- 
| eee 
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mediately ordered his chains to be knocked off, and 
himſelf to be ſet at liberty. Vitellius was defeated 
and put to the ſword, after a ſhort reign of eight 
months and five days; the reigns of the three laſt 
, emperors together being little more than eighteen 
months. Veſpaſian was. declared emperor 'by una- 
' nimous. conſent, and invited to Rome. In my next 
letter I ſhall reſume the Jewiſh * I conclude 
the preſent with RPE ge of = IEF 
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E. are, at 1 el 455 the N great 


* EE Jewish gzeonamy; which the apoſtle Peter 
ks calls, Fhe end of all things, and James, The 
7 coming of the Lord. See 1 Pet. iv. 7, 


and James v. 8. The found of the goſpel having f 


5 conveyed, by the apoſtles and others, in leſs 


than forty years, to the moſt diſtant parts of the 


earth; and numbers of the gentiles having received 
the joyful tidings with gladneſs of heart, God now 
thought fit to make a dreadful example of the moſt 


perverſe oppoſers of it, the Jews; who, for their infi- 
delity, are exhibited as a ſpectacle to all ages. It is 
a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of an angry 


God ! who can ſtand when he cometh to judgment ? 
The Jews had frequently experienced the divine 


* 


diſpleaſure: but, though in anger for a ſmall mo- 


ment, he appeared to forſake them, yet, in mercy, 


Ong agus: 12 Dena filled un 


and terrible year of the diſſolution of the 


a 4a a a. 


cm) 


Wis aki of their iniquities; and ea would. w__ 


not turn again, nor have compaſſion on them. You . 
will ſee in the ſequel, that they were left to endure 


what our Lord had predicted, Such tribulation as ; 


never was ſince the beginning of the world to that 
time, or ever ſhould be again. See Matt. xxiv. 21. 
I gave you an account, in my laſt, of the revolutions 
in the Roman empire, which prevented Veſpaſian, aſter 
the firſt campaign, from purſuing the war with vigeur. 
Had the Jews acted wiſely at this juncture, they 
would certainly have given up all private animoſities, 
and united in the defence of their country but, in⸗ | 
| ſtead of that, they broke out into factions; one 
party arming againſt another, and committing ſu 
. cruelties as ſurpaſſed all the e n ee | 
chem by the Roman armies. i 
One party, called Zealots, from their boaſted zeab 
bur the law of God and the religious cuſtoms of _ 
their anceſtors, being headed by Jobn, who had fled + 
from Giſcala, withdrew to the temple, which they. 
uſed as a fortreſs. The people, however, roſe 
againſt them, and, after a ſevere conteſt, drove them 
| into the inner temple 3 whence they privately ſent to 
the Idumeans for aſfiſtance, who immediately ad- 
vanced, to the number of twenty thouſand. men: but, 
on their arrival, they found the gates: ſhut againſt; 
chem by the citizens. On the night following, there | 
happened. 
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happened x moſt: tremendous ſtorm. of thunder and 


1 lightning, accompanied with heavy rain and a violent 
earthquake. The zealots, who were beſieged in the 


inner temple, took advantage of the terror and con- 


and let the Idumeans into the city: upon which, 


2 dreadful maſſacre enſued. Twelve thouſand of 


the higher rank, eight thouſand citizens, and vaſt 


numbers of the lower ſort, fell victims on this occa- 
ſion. The Idumeans, at length, began to be-aſhamed 


of the inhuman practices of the zealots, and repented 


that they had joined them. They accordingly re- 
turned to their own country, having: firſt ſet at 


| liberty two thouſand priſoners. The zealots now 


renewed their rapine and ſlaughter with greater bar- 


barity than ever; and, having no enemy capable 
a ar oppoſing them, they turned their murderous 


; againſt each other ; whilſt the poor remains 
people were e plundered 908 than, 


| . 55 


3 time, a new kation ak headed: 0 


one Simon; a man of a bold and daring ſpirit, who 
had collected a vaſt multitude of people together, 
wich the proſpect of accumulating wealth by making 


depredations on the public. Having pl undered and 


want ane towns and 2 and . . 
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time, fearing the effects 


* ASPEN their miſery: oy” more, A | third 1 mer 


av 


ing eo upon dea to join 0 ſeined on . 
the inner part of the temple. Thus was John . 
obliged daily to fight againſt Eleazar within and 8i- 


mon without, ſo that the temple and altar were 


profaned and polluted wich blood; and ſuch quan- 


tities of E proviſions &ftroyed, as wight have ſerved _ 
the 
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verfal conſte nation, he advanced towards Jerufalemy | 8 
and ancamped with all his forces before that cit.. 
John of Giſcala, having exerciſed his aſſumed au- 
thority in a very tyrannical manner, many of his on 
party, through envy of his power, or deteſtation of 
his cruelties, revolted from him, killed a great num 
ber of his men, plundered his palace, and forced him 
to retire into the temple. The people, in the mean 
of his cruel diſpoſition, 
| ſhould he regain his power, called a council, in 
which they came to the fatal reſolution of letting 
5 Simon, with his troops, into the city, to oppoſe thaſe 2 
of John and his zealots. Simon was accordifigly 
admitted, but ſoon made them repent of their ral» 
| nels, as the cruelties exerciſed by him exceeded all 
that they had ſuffered from John; ſo that their car 
lamities were rather increaſed than diminiſhed, be- 
ing expoſed alternately to the rage of both parties. 
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: the city Gren years, trogh I 1 
a afterwards ſuffered ſo ſeverely. Bag is 
]Jeruſalem was involved in al Pry } Sandes, 
ben Titus, with a powerful army, approached te 
inveſt it; being attended by king Agrippa, Sohe- 
mus, and Joſephus now at liberty. Titus ſat down 
about fix for ſeven furlongs off the city. He ar- 
rived at a time the moſt diſtreſſing that could be 
to the Jews, when they had multitudes of people, 
ho were come from all parts to keep the paſſover, 
and were ſhut up by Titus; to Toe ama 8 8 N 
was ſoon conſumet. t 5 
ect, e BOY it Was at the 
feaſt of the paſſover, not forty years before, that the 
Jews had inhumanly, by their rage and malice, pro- 
. Cured the crucifixion of our Lord, imprecating his 
bplood on themſelves and on their children; the 
effects of which they now began to feel. This me- 
e event took place in the beginning of April. 
The three factions, upon ſight of the Romans, 
2 agreed to unite their forces to oppoſe them. They 
Aàccordingly ſallied out with great fury and reſolu- 
tion, put the Romans into diſorder, and obliged 
them to abandon their camp, and fly to the moun- 
tains: but the Jews were at length repulſed and 
driven into the city, * the extraordinary (ill and 
valour 


(006 + 5 
valour of Titus, who highly ſignalized himſelf in 


this and all other actions in the ſiege. During any 


intermiſſions of attack from the Vettern the civil 
diſcords were renewed in the city. 


: Pl * . ” 
2 ll 


On the firſt day of the hn, ee 3 
the gates of the temple, to let the people come in t 


attend their devotions; but John, who held the 
outer part, armed his men with weapons under their 
garments, in order to get poſſeſſion of the inner 
temple: a dreadful laughter. enſued, in which Ele- 
azar was killed. Thus the three factions were 


reduced to two, which violently raged. againſt each 


-. Other; ſo that, between the ſoldiers within and the 


enemies without, the we were ee Ene ; 


and torn to pieces. 
Titus found great difficulties in tte 1 the 


city being ſtrongly fortified with three walls, on 


which towers were erected at proper diſtances ; but 
having, with much oppoſition, placed his engines, 


be battered down the outward: wall, broke in, and 


poſſeſſed himſelf of the north quarter of the city; 
ſhewing great clemeney and commiſeration to the 
beſieged, aſſuring them of pardon and civil treat- 


; ment, if they would ſubmit. But the Jews obſti- Bs 
nately refuſed all terms and conditions, imputing _ 


Titus's generoſity and humanity: to cowardice. As 
"_ well n the Roman to fieroeneſs and 
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Hm ce fins, and were penitent for their offe 
Gught" to d noble city, their magniſicent 


cm). 


5 = eie Titus, ſhortly after, beat e one of the 
towers, broke- through the ſecond wall, and took 
| poſſeſſion of the new lower city, from whence he 


was repulſed by the beſiegers: but, at length, he re- 
gained the place « enti a ues . Tor” attacki ing 
eo third wall. : | | 


Being deſirous to fave the city, elpecially the cis 5 
Titus ſent Joſephus to his countrymen to ſpeak to 
chem from the wall. Joſephus exhorted them in 
the moſt pathetic manner imaginable to yield; aſ- 
Turing them that the Romans would forget all that had 
paſt, - He reminded them of their dreadful wicked- 
_ neſs, but that it was not too late to reform; that 


God's wrath would be appeaſed, if they acknow- 


I their attention to the place they had 


temple, enriched with the gifts of all nations. But 


if they had no regard for their temple, he intreated 

them to conſider their families, and look with pity 
on their wives, their children, nd their ape. ws 

were all ready to be- conſumed. 
famine. He concluded with e I ins ſenſible Ind | 
my wife, my children, and family, muſt periſh wit 


vou, (there was a time when they would have been 


cConſidered) and it may be thought that it is to fave 
5 Wat * 8 e 5 m 
<p! 


R chis advice: but ill h he 


t. 193 1 f 
wit Hicrifibe me for ak welfare: I am prepe 


ed to te, * * ”y _ TOR oP BE proferedin | 


1 
This ſpeech was a0 


bears, yet it made no impreſſion? on the ſeditious 


wo replied, that it was not ſafe to yield. But m | 
of the people took courage from his ſpeech, and 


"eſcaped to the Roman camp. Titus permitted 


to go wherever they pleaſed. But John and Simon 
were as diligent to ſtop the ways, leſt che people 
ſhould eſcaps, as they were to hinder the Romans 


vered by Tolephins with many 


from entering the city ; where the famine raged with © 


the utmoſt violence. The different factions having, 


in their mutual contentions, deſtroyed ſuch quanti- 


ties of provi ſions as reduced them to the greateſt 
ſtraits, ſo that they began to prey upon each other 
_ _ the moſt eee cruelties 3 ; the ſeditions 
4 od, and torturing de 


Gretel inhabitants in Ae moſt ſhocking mar 


ner, 


Neither the rich nor the poor were es 
diele hörtid inquiſitions3 by which, Jeru 
filed w ith. rapine and murder. Joſephus dec 
| to be his opinion, that never any city endu 
like, nor were there ever any gan: finde the me- 
mor y "of © "man, fo cruel and barbarous t 
gs Fu, having intelngenee that the ra 

vol. IV. 8 e 


to make them confeſs where they had ſecreted It. 
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plunder of che ſeditious in che city was not ſuicient 
to ſupply their neceſſities, but that they were forced 


had ſo repeatedly refuſed the offers that were made 


them. Titus condemned thoſe that were taken. pri- 


. to ſeek for food in the vallies, ordered parties to in- 
tercept them. The Jews fought courageouſly, 
knowing it was too late to expect mercy, after they 


# 


ſoners to be ſcourged and crucified; of whom there 


were ſuch numbers, that room was wanting for 
croſſes, and crofles for perſons. Titus intended by 
the horror of this ſpectacle to terrify the people into 


ſubmiſſion; but the ſeditious made a contrary uſe of 


it, ſhewing the citizens this diſmal ſight from the 


walls, to deter them from flying to the enemy. 


' Surely if their hearts had not been hard as adamant, 


they muſt have ſeen their fin in their puniſhment! 
Could they behold this ſight, and not remember the 


time when they ſhewed no pity to the ſufferings: of 
_ the bleſſed Jeſus, whom my crucified without the 


"900 of Jeruſalem? 


The Romans were now e in building "AR 2 


vaſt. ramparts, on which to place their engines, in 


order to ſtorm the city. But the beſieged contrived 
to undermine them, and, by ſetting fire to ſome 5 
combuſtibles which they had placed beneath, in a 

ſhort time reduced to aſhes what the Romans had 
been ſeventeen. 1 in e. The me” im- 
. 


* 


6 


n the terror 4 conſternation into which this 
anexpetted diſaſter had thrown their enemies, by 
alullying forth in the moſt furious manner, undaunt- 
_ edly preſſing forward, till they* broke into the very 
camp of the Romans ; whence, however, ** were 
valiantly repulſed by Titus. 8 
To haſten the deſtined ruin of hs city, Titus 
now cauſed it to be ſurrounded. by a wall or in⸗ 
trenchment, to prevent all relief from coming to it. 
This work, according to Joſephus, was done with 


ſuch expedition, that three days only elapſed before it 


was completed, though-it was, near five miles in com- 
5 \ : 
_ paſs, Fhus were our Saviour's words accompliſh- 


ed, Luke xix. 43. The days ſhall come upon thee, 


that thine enemies ſhalf caſt a trench about thee, and 


compaſs thee round, and keep thee in on every fide... 
Some noblemen that had fled to Titus gave him 
che following relation of the ſtate of the city, That 
famine raged in all parts, and even the ſoldiers could 
not get food, but began to eat girdles, ſhoes, ſkins 


and hay. A buſhel of corn was ſold for ſix hundred 
crowns. Sinks and holes were continually x raked to 


find old dung of oxen to ſatisfy their hunger. Wives 
ren from their parents, and mothers. from their in- 
fants. A certain lady, deſcended of noble and rich 
| parentage, had boiled her own child, made one meal, 
| pak reſerved , the reſt for another time; when the 


I | ſoldiers | : 


their country kind not ſuffer the. fun to dine upon 


extremity by their obſtinately refuſing to 


and very delicate, his eye ſhall 


| ai left him in the ſiege, and in the ftraitneſs' 
WR Ons enemies . 


| wretches l yet n ehis dd not en ene 


yield: Titus was filled wich ſuch horror at the relation 


* ties, 


OO RG enen Gans 


Seng be een offered the eee 


* amen 1 e e 


pow eulpable, a to chat 


Thee terrible calamiries were foretold by Moſes; in 


Dent. XXviii. 53---57, And thou ſhalteat the fruit of 


thine own body, the fleſh of thy ſons and of thy daugh- 


5 ters (which the Lord thy God hath given thee) in he 
fiege and ſtraitneſs wherewith thine enemies ſhall 


diſtreſs thee. So that the man wat is tender among you 
ſhall be evil towards his 


brother, and towards the wife of his boſom, and tow 


17 che remnant of his children which he ſhall leave. 80 
chat he will not give to any of them of the fleſh of 


his children whom he ſhall eat: becauſe he hath no- 


8 : 


0 


| which would not adventure to ſet ile ſdle of her foot . 


upon the ground, for delicateneſs and tenderneſs, her 


eye ſhall be evil towards the huſband of her boſom, 


and towards her. ſon, and towards her ORE 
and towards her. children which iſhe ſhall bear: 

ſhe ſhall eat them for want of all things fee in 
the ſiege and ſtraitneſs wherewith thine enemies 
ſhall diſtreſs thee in thy gates. | 

This dreadful famine was ſoon. followed x og 

peſtilence, which raged fo violently, that, from the 
fourteenth of April to. the firſt of July, one hundred 
aud fifteen thouſand eight hundred and eighty perſons, 
were buried at the public expence; and fix hundred 
| thouſand: were caſt dead out of the gates, dying ſo 
faſt, that at laſt they were unable to bury. chem. 
Titus, going about the wall and beholding t the ditch 
filled with dead bodies, wept, and, lifting up bis 
bands to heaven, again called God to witneſs, that it 


| was not his fault, he having given. them kequent 5 


offers of pardon and peace. | 
| ee e e of Jag Tires nado.s. a. | 

8 the wall, and purſued the flying Jews to the temple, 
ſtill exhorting them to ſurrender ; but "they were ſo 
deluded by falſe prophets, alluring them they ſhould 
have aliſtance from God, that they obſtinately re- 
fuſed, One day, as Joſephus was addreſſing them from 
the — perſuading them to yield, he was ſtruck 
8 3 on 


. 


. port did not long Po Pat Pr 


Jews eg out of the e 1nd would buy 


"ne" they had. dein — 
| thinking pace bowniled* kw lf: This nag. want 
carried to his mother then in priſon, who. 

with many. tears, the loſs of her ſon. But this re- 


_ appeared again on the wall | The aden were: | 
RETRO doth Gus . 


| devoured more Shin, chi ae FEY a Rate of 
=” vas. capable of digefting; in 
of which, many died on the ſpot, and. others fell a. 
prey to various diſtempers, which proved fatal: a 
few only ſurvived, having the precaution to take food\ 


— * 5 | 
* - 
. 
5 2 
5 . 
* 
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nenne th tay, Ties called 1 : 
and. told, him, That as he underſtood that. was. the | 

day on which.the, Jews. uſed to celebrate. 3 feaſt ta 
Goc, and he found they. were troubled that they 
could nat. keep it ;: he might inform John, 
he would grant 


him full liberty to celebrate the 5 
#5 M00 te, if be deſired ens he. 7 5 — 
ebe bees Johns then 89: ups on an emi- 


right "agg He eg, in 8 cee tages de- 
diet, hem Cæſar's pleaſure; ;.carneſtly.requeſt-. 
ing them to ſave their. country, by ſubmitting to 
Tias ta rng, the fire rok poo to take 0s i 


of the temple, at = 
to God. 3 5 


not daring to ſpeak ; but John anſwered. with oon Y 
tempt and diſdain, That they had no oecaſion to 
the deſtruction of. 1 the. temple, de __ it 
longed. to-Gode. ont 


Joſephus, ee Ca, you; expect that God, 3 
ma you deprive of daily ſacrifice, will ait y you in Bo 
this MF Do Tan: impute hurl e to the 


* 


* 


| | Have forbidden f 3 and enemies cor- i 


rect your impiety Footy your Jew'born, and brought 
up in our law, are more cruel. than they. "WU = 
ider, John, it is e Tears: of your'wi 

_ edneſs in extremity : and now, at the laſt, opt 
defirous to fave your country, I will promiſe you 
e from dhe Romans. Conſider, that I, your 
eountryman, admoniſ you, and promiſe this unto 


ſzhe Jews, and that in the name of Cæſar; yet you 


are incenſed againſf me, and curſe me. True it is, 
I deferve worſe than this; becauſe I ſeek to perſuade 
_ contrary to the determination of God's providence, 
and ſtrive to fave them whom his ſentence hath 
condemned. Who is ignorant of the writings of 
the ancient prophets, and their prophecies, wherein 
this wretched city is foretold to be deſtroyed by 
choſe chat, being born Jews, murder our own na- 
tion? (See Zech. xi. 3—6.) And now, not only 
die city, but alſo the temple is full of your dead bo- 
Ades. Certainly, it is God that joins with che Ro- 
mans to extirpate all theſe abominations with fire. 
Mn; being overcome with Sie m _ 5 
1 This pathetic addreſs, inftead of tans the 
cefired effect upon John and his confederates, ſerved 5 
e to * them. . * the people, how- 


ever, 


ts 


order to deter 


| opportunity, they caps their e. eſcax | ; amonoſt whom 
were ſeveral ; perſons of rank and. 1 8 | Titus. 
received them cou rteouſly, and ſent them to Gophe, = 


na, a place ſituated between. Samaria and Ly 


that they might remain there till the concluſion of EE, 


| the war. The ſeditious, not ſeeing them with the 
| Romans, gave out that they were all flain, in 
thers from flying. T bis device 

whey d for A time, til Titus, hearing, of. it, re- 
80 the walls y with Dns and f ni then „ 

ſelves. to. _ people. This they accordingly. did * 

beſeeching their countrymen, with tears, to receive 

| : he Romans into . e e e aut | 


to ſpare the N addreſſed — | 

ſelf, telling them, That it was they, who had pol». | 
tube the temple with, blood, not. only of ſtrangers, 
but of their own countryme 1: he. then, called his 


gods to witneſs, and Him who ſometimes dwelt in : | 


that place: I ſay, ſametimes (added. he) for now. I 
am perſi AU there is none. He further faid,. I 1 


ho army to, . and proteſt to the 99s W Þ 
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cord, took up a flaming fire rand, and, getting on his. 
cComrade's ſhoulders, caſt it through the golden win- 
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re Wick me, Sil to yourſelves, that T have no hare 


In this profanation ; but if your army will depart 


this holy place, then no Roman ſhall come into 


_ the fanftuary; ; but I will preſerve this famous tem- 


ple againſt your will. Joſephus repeated this to 
them in the Hebrew. But the ſeditious poured 


| contempt upon it, and treated it as VEST we . 


rather than of good-will. PEELE GEE 
Upon this, Titus determined to uſe force. 


* outward range of the temple were deſtroyed Wy 
the Jews, in order to cut off the ane 
nd, wo lat alter, ie other pars wis de abate. 

On the eighth day of gun; when Titus eould 


| mot prevaif againſt the walls of the inner temple; he 


| = efolved to do that which reverence had hitherto re- 
- fined him from, which was to ſet fite to the gates. 


The porches were ſoon in # flame, and continued 
burning all that day and the following _ "TIO 
kill reſbl ved, if poſſible, to fave the temple. 


on the'tentlf day; a 4 M nen eh nie 6m ab., 


dow, into the chambers, which immediately took 
- fire, and ſpread through the whole fabric, conſum- 


ig the moſt — ſtructure that the * ever 
5 faw. 
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ſaw. In ſpite of all oppoſition, the flames raged, _ 
with that fierceneſs, that they ſeemed to threaten all 
mount Sion. This, at length, threw a damp upon 
the courage of the Jews; among whom, nothing but 
grievous cries and lamentations were now to be 
: heard, 1 5 
Titus, in the mean time, 1 every e to 
get the flames extinguiſhed. He called, a 
and even threatened his men, but all in van. 80 
great was the confuſion, and ſo obſtinately were the 
ſoldiers bent upon deſtroying all within their reach, 
that he was neither heard nor regarded. Before the 
conflagration became general, Titus, with ſome of 
his chief officers, entered into the ſanctuary, viewed 
the holy things, and found, to their aſtoniſhment, 
ſuch rich and ſumptuous utenſils and furniture ll 
remaining in the temple, as ſurpaſſed all the reports 
they had heard of its grandeur and magnificence. 
They likewiſe beheld a diſmal fight of blood, ſmoke, 
and flame, ſurrounding the great altar, which was 
covered with dead bodies, that had ſuſtained all the 
: miſeries of fire, ſword, and famine. 
The Roman ſoldiers purſued their his with 21 
| PETE fury and revenge, cutting to pieces all 


they found about the temple, and ſetting fire to the 1 


| reſt of the building; in one part of which, were ix 
8 Ahouland r who had taken OY there, 17 che l | 
5 per- | | 


of a fl prophe t, 
deliverance. In the 
us fled. into the city, Where, 
ey defired a parſey with the, ; 


be * 


which, he 


— eg nt WAL e i CEE > > Hr EIA Dr A AIG Ve PEER IEEE" Lt AI ns emer * 


bound af ce by 0: 
therefore: requeſted. leave, to | depart the city, * 
-their wives and. children, . 


Titus, that he proclaim 


if they were n 


5 


* 
4 
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| ſeverely yu pbraided them for the ruin a they 18 te 
on their..country by their obſtinacy : notwithſtand- 


promiſed them their lives pe * 
- to e the y 


- Their inſolence in 
in their preſent 3 
1, by 2 com- 
Lo Wy 


* 


hes 


* 


o longer to. 


he abandoned. the e 


. 


s tyrants. then retired 
W where great numbers had depoſited their 
and from thence repelled the Romans, Theſe - 


\ The. {edition 


no» os 


R 5 


8 7 go 755 . 


* 
5 
d 


5 


| ſword. of the enemy did not de- 

vour faſt enough, barbarouſl y flew eight thouſand | 
1 hundred of their own countrymen, 
all the money and treaſure, betook themſelves 
upper and Aronger part of the city, fituated uf 


fk in the walls on he RE RE 


with the promiſe of 
confulion,. the 5 | 
8 to. Tele 


to che king's 


and, ſcizin 
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5 and, on the edgtit of September; became maſter” of' 
all-the city. The deluded. wretches, having hah 
doned their towers, where their only ſtrength lay, | 
ſought in vain to eſcape, by hiding themſelves in 
vaults and holes, from whence numbers were taken 
and put to the ſword. Titus, viewing the ſtfong 
holds and rocky tewers, which the ſeditious had 
abandoned, ſaid with aſtoniſſiment, Surely God 


- 


drove the Jews from theſe fortreſſes ! fbr At hu 
man power could prevail againſt them He then 
coinmanded both the temple and city to be entire 


us in this war, and Het Wẽwas dat: 5 


razed by the plough being brought over it, Aue 


. | 2 — which centikirkablysnobom< * 


eee Win in 4k 5192 N Wir 


our Saviour's prophecyz That not one Fore” 


We have now ſeen an end of the ſnoſt renowned? 


city in the world. The pfalmiſt ſays of mount 
Zion, That it was beautiful for ſituation, the joy of 
the whole earth; for God was known in her palaces 
for a refuge, Pſalm xlviii. 2, 3. But when the 
Lord departed, its defence was gone, and it became 
a heap of ruins. Never was any ſiege more memo - 
rable, not for the length of time it held out, be- 
ing only five months ; but+ from the unexampled 
miſeries which the Jews endured, of which you may 
ſee a full account in Joſephus. The number of thoſ: 
vol. Iv. 1 T who 
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my DEAR cronck, 


: Wy 4 2 => 


E deſtruction of Nd being EX 
in the manner which I related to you in my 
hft us before he quitted the ſpot where his 
ſoldiers had endured ſuch incredible hardſhips, afſem- 
bled them about his perſon ; returning them thanks 
for the valour they had ſhewn, aſſuring them, that he 
was not leſs gratified by the glory which they had ob. 
tained than by his own. He then preſented to fome + 
of them crowns of gold, and put chains of gold about 
their necks: to others he gave ſpears pointed with 
gold. He alſo diſtributed among them filver medals, 
money, rich garments, and other things of value, be- 
ing part of the booty they had taken: thus reward= 
ing every one according to his merit. All the army 
in return made vows for his proſperity. They then 
offered ſacrifices for the victory; a multitude of oxen__ 
were ſlain on the occaſion, and the fleſh diſtributed to 
the army. Titus feaſted all his principal officers for 
three * which he diſmiſſed the troops to their 
n * 0 


E | thrown to wild beaſts, and-torn to pieces in their: 


| that Simon, one of the Jewiſh generals, was taken. 
; When the Romans became maſters of the city, he, 

| with a few truſty friends, went into a cave, with the 
intention of digging a way through, and ſo eſcaping, : 
but, their proviſions being expended, they were. ob= 
liged to give over the enterprize. Simon, in order 
to deceive the Romans and evade a diſcoyery of his 
: perſon, drefled himſelf in white, and caſt a purple cloak 
about him. Thus attired, he ſuddenly made his ap- 


8 = * y. | 
different deſtinations, except the tenth le gion, which 


he kept for a garriſon at Jeruſalem, He then went 
with the captives and part of the army to Cæſarea by 


the ſea-coaft, whence he ſhortly after removed to 


_ Cfarea Philippi/ Here ke made a longer ſtay, and, 


cording to the barbariſm of the times, authoriſed 
the exhibition of all ſorts of games; wherein the cap- 
tive Jews became the ſport of the people: : ſome being 


ſence; 3 others forced in great ee to a with 


each other till they periſned. 1 


While Titus was in this PIER he had as 


PRearance, juſt at the place where the temple had ſtood. 


I There were ſeveral perſons about at the time; but 


they 1 were ſtruck with ſuch ſurpriſe, that they did not' 


at firſt offer to go near him. As ſoon as they reco- 
- vered from their aſtoniſhment, ſome of the ſoldiers 


ran to call their ar 3 was being informed of all. 
that 
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bad enn b — 


dered him to be bound, and ſent to Cæſarea, to be 


diſpoſed of as Titus ſhould think fit. Diligent ſearch — 


being-made in the caves and holes of the earth, many- 
of the miſerable Jews were found; among whom, was 


John the other general, and ſome who had been in. 1} 


5 primed by the ſeditious. 


| When Titus returned „ene hr. "2p 
Simon was preſented to him in chains; upon which, 


be commanded that he ſhould be reſerved for his 
triumph, which he purpoſed to make at Rome. Titus 
celebrated his brother Domitian's birth-day with 


ſhews and paſtimes, in which two thouſand five hun- 1 


dred captive Jews were deſtroyed by wild beaſts or 
mutual combat; and a future | reſerve was made for 


che emperor his father's birth- day, at which time many 


more periſhed. Thus were theſe vile wretches pu- 


| niſhed for the atrocities which they had committed. 


8 As the Jews, who were diſperſed in different parts of 
- the world, had; by their determined oppoſition to the 


_ goſpel, and their virulent perſecution of the apoſtles 


and primitive chriſtians, deeply ſhared in the guilt of _ 


| their brethren at Jeruſalem, who had betrayed and 
I a See wg fl involved 
dy Op julf vengiiakeof Bob About the dme the 


ar broke out they began to be hated of all nation 8 


T3 1 "I. 


— 


- The Jews Tl reſided. at Antioch ſuffered 
= much from the perfidy of one of their: countrymen, 
— - who accuſed his father, and the reſt of the Jews, of 
SS -having'adelign'to ſet the city on fire. To ſhew his 


3 hatred to his own people and their laws ſtill more, he 
offered to ſacrifice after the manner of the Pagans, and 


perſuaded the people of Antioch. to make the reſt of 
the Jews do the ſame, as a teſt of their obedience to- 
the government. A furious perſecution was imme- 
diately ſet on foot, in which all were eſteemed trai- 
tors who would not conform to the Pagan cuſtoms, 
and many periſhed. After this, a dreadful. fire hap- 
| N pened at Antioch, i in which were conſumed the king's 
= palace: and the public buildings where all the writings 
and regiſters were kept. The fire raged. with ſuch + 
Valence that it was with difficulty the city was ſaved | 
fem the general devaſtation. - The apoſtate Jew.be- 
fore mentioned accuſed the Jews as the autho, Wy 
- *  3O8 calamity which ſo incenſed the people againft 

- them), that they would certainly have deſtroyed. them 
all, had it not. been for the prudent interference of 
Collega che lieutenant-governor, who. being deter- 
mind if pofſible, to diſcover the truth, found, by.a 
Alligent inveſtigation of the matter, that not one of 
Ahe Jews was. guilty; but that the miſchief was done 
by certain perſons who. were in debt, thinking that, if 
en ſucceeded indeſtrojiogall eee tber 
41 ä > | | debts 


t 21 } 
debts 1 required of tem! Though ther | 
Jews were, acquitted of this crime, yet they Rveckin 
great fear from theſe forged accuſations, Which never 
failed to gain credit with the Populace, to whoſe blind. 
rage they were perpetually expoſed... Thus: fulfilling 
what Moſes: predicted, Deut. xxviii. 65, 66. And 
among theſe nations ſhalt thou find no eaſe, neither 
ſhall the ſole of thy foot have reſt: but the Lord 
hall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of 
eyes, and ſorrow of mind: and thy life ſhall hang in 
doubt before thee, and thou ſhalt fear day and night, 
and ſhalt have none aſſurance of thy lifſ. 
On the arrival of Titus at Antioch, the people be- 
Fe him to. baniſni the Jews out of their city; which 
he humanely refuſed todo, alledging that no their own 
Country was deſtroyed, there Was no place to hic 
they could retire. Titus, ſhortly after, paſſing by 
Jeruſalem in his way. to Egypt, inſtead. of exulting 
over a city that his valour had laid in ruins; he co, 
not forbear lamenting the devaſtations which. the obs 
ſtinacꝝ of the ſeditious had; occaſioned. and, compatk 
ing its former beauty and ne with its bee 
from his eyes. L he ſoldiers ſound;amang Sven 
gold, filyer, and other precious things, which had been 


buried, om the owners in ee nnz * n 
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On his arrival at that city, the greateſt 72 
preſtec 4. Wb traps aher, a 


5 e - Was 


tion of this "ry en eee are with · 
. eee eee an weg . " MO rene were 


Davy th . ne waging 
Se emporor and his ſon Titus lodge: the night pre- 
_ veding.- As day- break, Veſpaſian and Titus came 
_ boch. crowned 1 with Were wre clothed- mn. 


Wick bo cqaree nad Tires . 
the ſoldiers, with a loud voice; ſhouted forth: the. 


a ee them 9 be den. He hen rp, and co : 


(a 


5 vering the greateſt part of his head with his garmentz | 
he made the accuſtomed: prayers and vows; and Titus 
did the ſame. After which, Veſpaſian addreſſed the 

whole company, and diſmiſſed the ſoldiers to a dinner 
which he had provided for them at his own expence. 
be reſt of the company went to the triumphant gate, 
& called, becauſe all the triumphant entries that were 
made paſſed through it; and, after refrefhing: them- 
bares. > oy put on the coſtly. robes which were worn 
o ſions, and offered ſacrifices to their:godgs 


man of people flocked together 
conquerors as they paſſed, and many ſ e zac 
exhibited on the occaſion, which;' for, number, 
and richneſs, cannot be fully deſeribed; 55 apo ery f 
thing that was rare or coſtly appearing in this 
triumph, as a teſtimony ot the grandeur of the Roman 
empire. Gold, ſilver, ivory, gems, and. en | 
ſtones, curiouſly wrought in various devices, were to 
be ſeen in the utmoſt profuſion. "The. captives that 
graced the triumph were dreſſed in 2 very de ants 
manner; but the richneſs, and beauty, of their gar= 
ments could not conceal the ſadneſs of their counte- 

nances, which might eaſily. be ſeen, under this coſtly, 
veil. Theſe were followed by. a variety of exhibi- 
tions, repreſenting the ſiege of Jeruſalem and the dif- 
ferent tranſactions of the war. Next appeared the 
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Waere he was killed. As for 


J this bai ſhow; to-the almoſt deſolated country” 
udea, e yet re remained ſome ſtrong caſtles- 
| | as leute I 
t- general, into Judea, who took the caſtle and 
num by capitulation. Then 


4 215 5 1 
talk on a high rock, and e nel baby 188 


to take it, had not a. « — | 
| induced the beſieged to capitulate. 
+ young e was hig « Af 


Wet ig Baſſus, as ſoon as W 
chis youth. i in his power, cauſed him to be ſtripped 
and ſcourged in che view: of the beſieged; at che 
_ Game time erecting a croſs, as if he meant to crucify | 
kim before mater. His countrymen, moved with: 
 compaſlian at this ſhocking. pry en 
that they would ſurrender the caſtle, provided they 
might have liberty to retire where they pleaſed, and 
that the captive youth ſhould be reſtored. tv them. 
| Theſe conditions being accepted, the Romans took | 
poſſeſſion of the caſtle, and the Jews went and joined: 
| 2 E of. their revolted brethren in the foreſt of Jar 
3. whither they were ſoon followed by Baſſus, 
| unde ace totally defeated- them; ordering 
| his horſemen to furround the foreſt that none might- 
e, whilſt his footmen cut down the wood. The 
Jews. attempted, but in van to fight their ay. 
through ;. they were all, to the amount of three . 
e, to pieces by" the Romans, | 
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iſp eee e rom N carried in 
it. N pore 370 I Sen Kong b 
be beßeged, at length ki ding 1288 way left o f 
ming themſelves, or the fortreſs, from falling into 
the hands of the enemy; formed the deſperate reſolu- 
tion of deſtroying themſelves, ' with their wives and 
children: to which they were excited by Eleazar, 
who' ſtrongly urged it upon them, i in a long ſpeech 
which: he made on the occaſion. They began the 
horrid, buſineſs by flaying their wives and children, 
ey tenderly embraced; and then put to death: 
| eee to their goods, and then 
Nan oth {3 £3744 7 elected 
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ted ten mende lot to kill all ele and; laſtly 


one out. of the ſurviving ten, to diſpatch. then; — 
himſelf. This laſt, maintaining the ſame reſolution, 
firſt ſearched to ſee if _ were. ways alive 3 5 but a. 
his 0 own lon N his poor and fall pon the 
heap of his friends. The number of flain was; nine 
hundred and ſixty, including the women and childrens 
They periſhed with a firm belief that the bea net 
left one to fall into the hands of the Romans; but 
two women and five children eſcaped, being con- 
cealed i in a vault, as if, by the peculiar. providence of 
So, to give a full relation of this horrid: deed, that 
the memory of thoſe. who Pork Y 
held in everlaſting abhorrence, 
” worſt deſcription. 1 Fo Ty 5 F 1 
On the next morning, «that . ah the 
.aiul but were ſtrangely ſurpriſed at the profbu 
Glence which reigned, and could not ee 
re wagte ba hann amen _— 
. of the 3 


But the wrath - "ry God followed te 

jons: .narti e Alexandria in 
ſome of the ſeditious having retired, / 
the ſeeds of revole,: and o excite freſh 
s. Bat: their eee who reſided 
6 fearing the « uences that might 

fered, and; delivered them up 
s, who put ſix hundred of them te 


* 4 death. They maintained the ſame obſtinate 
ear 0 


Lars a to the laſt; for even their children 
22 _ would ſuffer the ſevereſt torments rather 
5 enowledge Cæſar for their lord. The empe- 
nformed of their rebellious diſpoſition, 

lhe wiggle which Onias had built to be ſhut 
up, left it ſhould afford t them apretence of aſſembling 
i. and thus Woe 1 them an nen of 
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at aſioned by one Jonathan, a 
Weaver, ay himſelf into the favour of 


dhe lower claſs. of people, perſuading them to follow + 
dim inte the wilderneſs, and he would ſhew them 
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eaſily Giri oY moſt of them b Jonathan 
eſcaped; but, diligent ſearch being made for him, he 
was ſoon apprehended and brought to the governor, 
before whom he accufed the rieheſt of the Jews, as 
his adviſers. The governor, who ſeemed: glad of an 
opportunity to vent his ſpleen againſt them, gave 
implicit credit to theſe accufitions, aggravating 
every circumſtanceof ſuppoſed guilt. He even ed. 
cited ſome of. the Jews to accuſe one Alexander a 
Jew, and Bernice his wife, whom he had long aces 
He put them to death firſt of all; after which, he 


cauſed all the Jews that were-rich, to the number of _ 


three thouſand, to be executed, and conkſeated their 
effects to the emperor. But his malice not ſtop- 
ping here; he perſuaded Jonathan to accuſe the moſt 
truſty and fait 
andria. One who was thus falſely aceuſed was Jb- 
| ſephus, the hiſtorian, who was in high favour with | 
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ed, and then pur to death. ehen, trough the 
mildneſs of his diſpoſition, forbore 
the governor, who, chough he chas eſexped puniſh... 
ment from man, was ſoon after ſy ai 
of God and died miſerably. wine 
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| heb on th Lord Jeſus + and it was theſe converts; 
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infidelity, the Lord departed from them, and gave 
them up to their own inventions; for ſurely. no peo= 
; ple ever ated more abſurdly, or more contrary to 
their intereſt, than hs 1 laſt war with 10 0 
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With all his clemency, rV 
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that citys 


5 and temple, which God had ——— . 
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ered, among: all 


eee, They. were not wigs | 


\profeement'in range lands. But now they wore 10. 
be wanderers in the nations, as Hoſea prophe fed; 
illed to this very day :"for 
y remain a diſlin& — — deſpiisd) jet 
| PPP 
. by making them. prime miniſters, as Nebu- 


chadnezzar did Daniel and his three companions ? 2 
Or that bas he eee ee a aa ge 
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there are no people a ho of the 
Sch, more deſtitute of arms or means of ſelf-de- 
een | that portion of 


ſeripture in Zechariah . 10, 1 will cut off the 
_ ehariot. from Ephraim, and the horſe from Jeruſa- 
che battle- 0 ſhall be car off. Wie che 
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jenced a ein ee * eee in the Kick 
ben of- the verſe, And be ſhall ſpeak, peace to the 
heathen, and his do minion ſhall be froms ſea to ſoy! 
| and Gm dhe river io the ende of the earth. 
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extend its bleſſings to the remoteſt Saba of che 
earth; that thoſe who are now worſhipping wood. 
and ſtone, may turn to the living God that all may 
know the Lord from the greateſt even to the leaſt. 
The time will ſhortly arrive when even the deſpiſed 
Jos ſhall bow to the ſceptre of Chriſt. They are 
now preſerved to ſhew forth the long-ſuffering of 
God in ſparing them, and will hereafter be called to 
_ «diſplay his goodneſs and mercy, in reſtoring them to 
love and favour, We have many promiſes to con- 
firm our. belief in their reſtoration; and ſome think 
they will return and inhabit their own land, which. 
| Has lain in deſolation above ſeventeen hundred years; ; 
but, be that as it may, they will ſhout with all the 
Eindreds and nations of the earth, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was flain, to receive honour, glory, and 
power, for ever and ever. Then will that bleſſed pe- 
niod arrive, when the whole earth ſhall be filed with 
the knowledge of the Lord ; war and devaſtation 
will no more be heard; envy, hatred, and malice, 
will be baniſhed from the heart, and Holineſs to the 
Lord' be engraven on every action! Then will 
che . ys LAT of God be iuftriouſly dif- 
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